
Felpham Community College – Key Stage 3 S of W  
 

Subject:  English Year:  8 Leader:  Denise Chick 

 

Autumn Term 1 Sample Activities Homework 
Spelling & vocabulary tests 
 

Heroes & Villains 
 
Key text:  ‘Stone Cold’ by Robert 
Swindells. 
 
Read non-fiction on the theme of 
homelessness 

Analysis of the different front 
covers available for the book (or a 
range of similar books). Comment 
on vocabulary, layout and images 
and their effects; how is it trying to 
appeal to its target audience? Use 
a range of terminology; explore 
issues and themes from the book 
and how these impact real life. 
Write a letter to a newspaper or 
compose an article on Stonepillow. 

Assessment Plans 
Opinion writing on a statement 
relating to homelessness.   

 

Autumn Term 2 Sample Activities Homework 
Spelling & vocabulary tests 
. 
 

Topic:  
 
Language & its uses –
Frankenstein (play) by Philip 
Pullman 
 
Students study the play as an 
introduction to a classic text. 
 
   
 

Explore the writer’s presentation of 
characters; context to the play and 
its inspiration; introduce Mary 
Shelley 
 
Writing and creating haikus  

Assessment Plans 
Close reading – analyse the 
language used by the writer from an 
extract provided by the teacher. 

 

Spring Term 1 Sample Activities Homework 
Spelling & vocabulary tests 
 Topic:  

Heroes & Villains 
Students study a range of modern 
and pre-1914 fiction and non-
fiction texts exploring 
contemporary and historical 
‘heroes’ and ‘villains’ – real and 
imagined. 
 

Read a description of a Victorian 
‘villain’ and identify techniques the 
writer uses to build this portrayal.   
Explore historical figures.  Listen to 
and identify features of speeches 
used by ‘heroes’ to convey their 
points as well as portrayal of 
fictional villains, 
 

Assessment Plans 
Close reading – analysis of 
presentation of a character. 

 
 

Spring Term 2 Sample Activities Homework 
Spelling & vocabulary tests 
 
 

Topic:  
ENVIRONMENT; language & its 
uses 
 
Study and introduction of texts 
related to the environment 
 

 
Students explore definition and 
meaning of environment; read a 
range of poems; use visual stimuli 
to explore landscape in preparation 
for descriptive writing; read 
autobiographical text as evidence 
of range of writing on environment 

Assessment Plans  
Compare two poems from the 
booklet 

 
Summer Term 1 Sample Activities Homework 

Spelling & vocabulary tests 
 

Topic:  
Language & Its Uses:  
PERSUASION 
 
Students read a range of non-
fiction persuasive texts. Students 
read and explore range of topics 

Explore impact of plastic pollution 
on our world and the climate 
change debate; activities such as 
‘save the spider’ campaign to 
engage students in considering 
persuasive techniques and uses. 

Assessment Plans:   
Students write and deliver their own 
speech on a topic of their choice. 
 



linked to environmental concerns 
as well as gender debates. 
 

 
Summer Term 2 Sample Activities Homework 

Spelling & vocabulary tests 
 

Topic: 
The Novel 
 
Explore setting in a novel.  
Preparation of end of year exam. 
 
Texts available:  Ruby in the 
Smoke; Holes, Goodnight Mr 
Tom, The Lie Tree, The 
Graveyard Book 

Analyse openings to novel with 
the establishment of setting. 
Descriptive writing. 
 
 
 

Assessment Plans 
End of year exam:  Creative writing - 
write a description or a story using a 
picture as a stimulus 

 
 

Extension 
1. Create a documentary to highlight the plight of homelessness.  
2. Experiment with the more complex forms, such as the sonnet or the villanelle and write your own 

examples of these poems. Create more complex structures including cyclical or flashback in prose writing. 
3. Collaborate with some other students in the class to produce an original piece of drama that you then 

present either to your English or Drama class. 
4. Record your speech. 
5. Produce a TV advert for your product that you can upload to YouTube or onto the school intranet, and 

include an evaluation of how well you worked as a group. 
6. Create your own on line blog (which could be real or fictional) to reflect place either real or imagined.. 

 
 


