Felpham Community College
History Department

Inclusion Work: Year 7

Instructions

Read through one of the sections listed below.
Create a mind map of key point about that topic area
Look up any words you don’t understand

Write a paragraph summing up the topic and why it is important in our
history

If you have access to a computer, what other information can you find
out about that topic area?

Complete the exam questions in the pack
Complete the summary questions

Repeat for another topic

Topics

The Black Death and Peasants Revolt
Hundreds Year War and War of the Roses
Religion and Henry VIII

Reformation, Edward and Mary




We can’t be sure exactly how many people died of the Black Death, but historians think it
might have been as many as half of the whole British population. That’s a lot of people.
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1) Plague probably killed between a third and half of the total population of the British Isles.
2) Bubonic plague was spread by fleas which were carried by black rats.

3) Pneumonic plague affected the lungs and breathing. Some historians
suggest other diseases were also involved — for example, anthrax.

4) Many people were already weakened due to famine — poor summer

weather led to poor harvests.

Summer 1348 Bubonic plague travels across the south of England.
September 1348 Plague hits London.
January 1349 Parliament decides to stop meeting.

Spring 1349  Plague now spread into East Anglia,
Wales and the Midlands.

Summer 1349 Plague hits the North and Ireland.
1349 The Scots raid Durham while England is weak.
1350 The plague hits Scotland but eases off in London.

1361-64, 1368, 1371,

1373-75, 1390, 1405 Plague comes back.

People at the time didn’t realise how
the plague was caused or spread.
Some people thought it could be
caught from the smell from diseased
people, which is why the people in
this picture are covering their noses.
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This medieval picture shows pe/e
praying for someone dying of the plague.

The Black Death — not a nice way to die...

The symptoms were nasty — sweating, fever, vomiting, red and black spots, coughing, sneezing
and breathing problems. Painful lumps called buboes would appear in your armpits and groin.
If you were lucky you died in 1 or 2 days. Some people spent 5 or 6 days in total agony.
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ifferent Explanations for the Black Death |

people in medieval times had no idea about germs — they had their own explanations.

1) Some people thought it was an act of God, and that they were being punished

for their sins. People thought their very way of life was being punished.

2) Some people were very superstitious, and thought it

was the result of a curse or an evil spirit.

3) Some people thought they were being poisoned. Different groups

and individuals were blamed, e.g. the Jews and the poor.

Medieval people tried all sorts of different tricks to stop themselves
getting the plague. Some people carried herbs around with them,
others carried flowers. Some people burnt sweet-smelling wood
in their houses, and some people just prayed to God.

Initially some people blamed the poor for the Black Death. It took a while
for the King and the nobility to realise that it would affect them too.

Killing off so much of the population did actually make life better for the
majority of people in the end because it made the survivors more valuable.

Before the plague struck, poor people had been forced to work on their local
Lord’s land, but now they could ask for extra wages and better treatment
because the Lords really needed the peasants they had left.

Survivors were also able to buy or rent the spare land when other villagers died.
It speeded up the breakdown and end of the feudal system, and meant that the
ordinary peasants had more freedom.

It wasn’t long before Parliament tried to force the workers to
accept lower wages. However, most landowners ignored the
new laws and carried on paying workers the higher wages.

“Because many people have died in this plague, some workers will not serve unless they
get excessive wages.” From Close Roll 23 (a Close Roll is a record of a royal letter)

of Edward Ill, written in 1349. Workers now knew they could demand higher wages
because so many people died from the plague there were fewer people to work the land.
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So many people died from the Black Death that society changed. The peasants who survived

had more money and more land, which caused the ruling classes some problems.

" No one wanted to be Bossed Around any more |

1) The feudal system was collapsing. Feudal dues were being replaced by
money-rent systems. (See p. 6 for a reminder about the feudal system.)

2) The Black Death had led to a shortage of workers (because so
many of them died) and peasant labour was in high demand.

3) The peasants thought this situation was great — they had some privileges now
(e.g. they could leave the village if they wanted to).

W The chwmhrwas seen as Too Ric;h

1) Some peasants were forced to work for the Church. These peasants had to do a lot of
their work without getting paid, as it was thought that they were doing ‘God’s work'.

2) Also, everyone had to pay tithes (religious taxes) to the Church — one tenth
of everything they produced or earned.

3) Most people (even landowners) were unhappy that bishops were so wealthy,
while normal people had to pay loads of taxes.

The Raising of Taxes made everyone Angry

John of Gaunt was King Richard II’s uncle. Richard was only 10 when he became
King, so John ruled for him. He kept introducing more taxes to pay for the army.
Everyone started to get angry —

1) 1377 — John introduced a Poll Tax (a tax where everyone had to pay the same amount)
in order to finance a war with France. Everyone over 15 years old had to pay 4 pence
(not much now, but it would have been a pretty big deal then).

) 1379 — John introduced a second Poll Tax that asked for more money.

3) 1381 — A third Poll Tax was introduced. This was the straw that broke the camel’s back.
)
)

People hid in forests or fought taxmen who arrived to collect 12 pence off everyone.
The rebellion started off in Kent and Essex in June 1381, and was led by Wat Tyler.

The Peasants’ Revolt started in Brentwood, Essex, when some
of the villagers refused to pay a tax collector. The unrest soon
spread to other villages in Kent, Suffolk, Hertfordshire and
Norfolk. Armed villagers attacked manors and religious houses.
[t was then that some of them decided to march on London.

5

“We are men formed in Christ’s likeness, but we are kept like animals.

No lord should have lordship: it should be divided among all men,

except for the King’s own lordship.” Part of Wat Tyler’s speech at Blackheath
on 13 June 1381. Basically, what he was saying was that his supporters
thought all men, except Kings, should be equal and not owned by other men.
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ing Stopped the Revol

Wﬂ was still only 14 when the revolt was going on.

The rebels killed the Archbishop of Canterbury and burned John of Gaunt’s Savoy Palace.
Richard met the rebels and promised that all of their demands would be met.

But, as soon as most of the peasants had gone home, lots of the rebel leaders were

hanged and Wat Tyler was beheaded.
The Poll Tax was abandoned, but peasants were forced back under the

control of the lords.

Jjune 1381 Rebels from Kent and Essex march on London and are joined by
some of London’s poor.
14th June Richard Il meets rebels and agrees to some demands.
Some rebels go home. Other rebels burn down the Savoy Palace,
and murder the Archbishop and stick his head on a spike.
15th June Richard meets rebels again and agrees to most demands. A fight breaks
out and Wat Tyler is stabbed. He is taken to hospital and later arrested.
july 1381 Revolt is over. Wat Tyler is beheaded and other rebel leaders
are hanged. Richard ignores his promises to the rebels.

Wat Tyler was stabbed by one of the King’s
men at their second meeting with Richard Il.
Wat was taken to hospital by some of his
supporters, but the Mayor of London found
Wat, took him to Smithfield, beheaded him
and put his head on a spike.
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Richard Il meeting the rebels.

There were a number of reasons why the peasants revolted...

If a question requires a long answer, don't just dive straight in to it. Try making a short plan
of the key points you want to make — it'll allow you to figure out the best way to structure
your answer. It'll also make you less likely to forget to include a really important point.
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Before 1066, it was the Vikings who tried to conquer France. After 1066, it was the English.

|_The Hundred Years War had Short and Long-Term Causes

Long-Term Causes |

1) William | conquered England in 1066. He already controlled Normandy, in France.
2) Henry Il (ruled 1154-1189), William’s great grandson, controlled Normandy, Anjou
(which he inherited from his father), and Aquitaine (which he got by marriage).

3) King John (see p. 20) then lost Normandy and Anjou in 1204, leaving only Aquitaine.
After this, English monarchs wanted to get back the old English lands in France.

1) Edward [ll became King of England in 1327,

2) In 1328, the King of France died, leaving no son and heir. He was Edward lil’s
uncle on his mother’s side, so Edward felt he should be King of France.
Instead, it went to one of his uncle’s cousins, Philip VI.

3) France had also promised to help the Scots in their
fight against the English, including Edward Il1.

4) Philip then claimed Aquitaine. Edward was furious.
5) By 1337, Edward was ready to fight the French.

6) The fighting lasted until 1453, and became
known as the Hundred Years War.
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13 Battle of Crécy (English victory)

Henry II's reign

[] English territory during

1346-7 Siege of Calais (English victory) "
1356 Battle of Poitiers (English victory)
1415 Battle of Agincourt (English victory)

1428-9 Siege of Orléans (French victory)
1453 Battle of Castillon (French victory) A map of France.

English had Success to start with |

el

1) The longbow was the most effective weapon by the 1340s.
Edward’s officials went round the country recruiting skilled archers.

2) The English archers won comfortably at Crécy in 1346.
The longbows were far more effective than the French crossbows.

3) The English army then headed north to Calais and, after.a year, they took the city.
This became a useful English operations base for the rest of the war.

4) After a break of several years (during which time the Black Death hit both countries),
the fighting continued at Poitiers with another English victory.
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1) Edward lll's eldest son was known as Edward the Black Prince,
possibly because of his dark armour.

2) He was an exceptional military leader, and led the armies at Crécy and Calais in 1346.

3) Edward won a decisive victory at the Battle of Poitiers. He also captured
the King of France and sent him back to England. He then charged

the French such a high ransom that they couldn’t afford to buy him
back. Without a king, the French were significantly weakened.

1) HenryV was King from 1413 to 1422,
2) He was a great soldier and military leader.

~ 3) AtAgincourt in 1415 the French army was five times bigger than
his army, but he still managed to beat them in under three hours.

4) Henry now controlled most of northern France.

Portrait of Henry V.

1) In 1428, English troops attacked Orléans.
This was France’s strongest military position at the time.

2) The siege lasted for over six months. “The English
had the upper hand for most of this time.

3) Then, in April 1429, a French peasant girl named Joan
arrived. She claimed to have had visions in which she
was told to save the French from the English.

4) The French allowed Joan of Arc to lead a group of men,
and she rallied the troops so successfully that they drove
the English back. The French now had the advantage in
France and slowly pushed the English forces out altogether.

5) Henry VI (who ruled from 1422-1461) sent a force to
Castillon in 1453 to try and reclaim some territory, but
Joan of Arc, from an illustration it was unsuccessful.

i & 1005 roanuseiph 6) After that, the only English territory in France was Calais.
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The fighting wasn’t going on for the whole time...

The Hundred Years War wasn’t one long, constant battle. There were long breaks in the fighting
where tensions would settle down for months or even years at a time, before building up
again to another fight. In the end, the English didn’t manage to take back lands in France.
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