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Instructions

1.
2.
3.
4.

Topics

Read through one of the sections listed below.
Create a mind map of key point about that topic area
Look up any words you don’t understand

Write a paragraph summing up the topic and why it is important in our
history P

If you have access to a computer, what other information can you find /
out about that topic area?

Complete the exam questions in the pack

Complete the summary questions

‘Repeat for another topic

e The Industrial Revolution

City Slums and Cholera

Middle Class Victorians

e WW1




Rae of Change was Different around the coun

pifferent areas of the country wete affected differently by the Industrial Revolution.
The changes didnt take effect everywhere at once — some places still used
older methods and machinery for a while.

1) It took quite a long time for many of the old crafts
to die out. Some people were resistant to the new

machinery and methods — they preferred to use
their old methods and tools.

Some changes only affected some parts of the country.
For example, the steam engine in the textile industry

affected workers mainly in the North and Midlands.

The changes were applied to some industries more
quickly than others. For example, in 1850 there were
still more sailing ships than steamships because they

were better for long trips.

ome Cities got Bigger

There were new factories and jobs because of
the Industrial Revolution. Industrialised cities
got bigger.

Migration had a large part to play in the growth
of the cities. Workers came to the cities from
the British countryside and abroad to find work.
During the [rish potato famine of the 1840s,
nearly a million Irish peasants fled to Britain to
find work and avoid starvation at home.

If you look at the map you can see that some
areas of the country have more big towns and
cities than others — some areas were more
industrialised than others.

Many factories set up in the North because
they needed to be near coalfields. Coal was
used to power lots of the factory machinery.
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The inside of a Lancashire cotton mill
factory around 1830.
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Industrial Revolution — not your usual type of revolution...

It might not have been a bloody revolution but the Industrial Revolution is still a pretty important
revolution. Just think, if the steam engine hadn’t been invented we could all still be living in small
villages and travelling by horse and carriage.

e

Section Three — Industry, Empire and Reform, Britain 1745-1914




New machines and working methods were invented during the Industrial Revolution. This

affected the lives of ordinary people dramatically — and not all of them were happy about it.
| People were Afraid of Losing Their Jobs

1) Common land was being enclosed (fenced off) to help produce more food for
a growing population. This meant many country people couldn’t make a living
because they had nowhere to graze their animals.

2) New machinery was being introduced in farming and industry,
and many feared for their jobs.

3) Improvements in transport (especially roads and canals)
meant industrial changes could happen more quickly.

4) In 1815 thousands of soldiers and sailors came home
after the French Wars and found no jobs.

5) The price of wheat was very high, but wages were very low. So people
couldn’t afford much food. Britain saw the outbreak of several riots.

Miles of canals built ' New roads being built, especially
in new industrial areas.
People able to travel faster.

to connect major centres.

The new cotton industry
develops in the

North and Midlands.

Old textile industries in
East Anglia decline.

Coal mining increases in Wales and the
North East of England to meet the
demands of new steam powered industries.

Iron industries move to
coalfields — coal drives
steam engines.

Old iron industry
, declining —
/ & G\ ‘needed coal
Cf/\J—7Z¢‘L Many fields in South and South East
Old textile industries enclosed more quickly from the
in the West Country decline. second half of the 1700s,

Some big changes took place during the Industrial Revolution...

) Have a go at covering up the big map above and sketching your own version. Label it with
as many of the changes experienced by each area of the country as you can — then uncover
the map and see if there’s anything you've missed. If there is, have another go.
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The Industrial Revolution meant that many jobs were under threat, as people were being replaced by
machinery. There were some groups who decided to fight for their jobs.

fferent Groups started Ri@gs |

1) The Luddites were named after Ned Ludd
(a made-up name for their leader — they were
too afraid of punishment to use their real names).
From 1811 to 1813 they smashed factory machines
in the Midlands and the North.

2) The Swing Riots happened in 1830, when farm
labourers attacked farmhouses and machinery,
demanding better wages and more jobs. They
especially hated the new threshing machines that
did the work of several men. Their leader was
known as Captain Swing.

3) The Rebecca Riots started in the late 1830s — the
rioters protested against high tolls (the charges for
using the new roads). Their leader wore women’s Luddites attacking machinery in a textile factory.
clothes in order to disguise himself. '
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Some people say that the leader in the Rebecca Riots had been given clothes by a
lady called Rebecca. Others say that it refers to a passage about Rebecca in the Bible.

_Rioters were Executed or Deported ’

1) The Government came down harshly on all the people involved in these riots.

2) They executed many of them, or transported them to Australia as convicts.

3) Alaw of 1812 carried the death penalty for those breaking machinery.

4) Poor people who lost their jobs often had no way to survive other than by turning to crime.

The Government acted like this because:

o they worried something like the French Revolution might happen here
(less privileged sections of society overthrowing the government).

e they thought the poor had no right to say what should happen.
e many of them were landowners who wanted these changes to happen.

“l was asked by my men to give you warning to pull down your detestable shearing
frames. If you do not, | shall detach 300 men to destroy them... and we will burn down
your building to ashes... murder you and burn all your housing.” A letter from

Ned Ludd to a factory owner, written in 1812. ’
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The Industrial Revolution made Britain incredibly wealthy and powerful, but many of the
people who worked in these new industries lived in poverty in areas called slums.

_The Industrial Revolution created Slums |

1) The Industrial Revolution brought more
and more people into the towns and cities.
Housing had to be built very quickly.

2) The houses were packed tightly in rows
and were of a poor quality. Areas of
housing like this were called slums.

. 3) The houses were damp, with no running water or
proper sewage system. Four or five families often
lived in one house and shared an outside toilet
with even more neighbours. A London slum, polluted by train smoke.

4) The slums were built near to the factories so that
workers could travel there easily. This meant that
the slums were badly polluted, noisy and unclean.

5) Sewage was stored in cesspits, rivers or even the
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In 1858 hot weather caused the Thames

water level to drop, leaving all the waste
behind. The smell was so bad that it

became known as the Great Stink.
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street. The cesspits sometimes overflowed.

1) The people in the slums worked long hours for low wages.
2) Many people couldnt afford doctors or medicine, or enough food to feed their family.

3) There was no unemployment benefit or pensions for the elderly. Workhouses were
the only help available for the poor. They provided basic food and shelter in exchange
for working long hours in brutal (and often dangerous) conditions.

4) Most people couldn't afford to send their children to school. Instead, children
as young as five were sent out to work for up to sixteen hours a day.

An illustration from Dickens’s
Oliver Twist, showing children
in a Victorian workhouse.
Lots of orphaned children

had to go to the workhouse
when their parents died.

“Since 1861 the population of Lewisham has increased fourfold, and building is still in
rapid progress... Some of the new building, perhaps much of it, is, however, shoddy
— not long for this life, and some of it is likely to deteriorate rapidly.” From ‘Life and
Labour of the People;, a report published by Charles Booth in 1889, which showed that
30% of Londoners lived in poverty.
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