Felpham Community College
History Department

Inclusion Work: Year 9

Instructions

1. Read through one of the sections listed below.

2. Create a mind map of key point about that topic area
3. Look up any words you don’t understand
4

Write a paragraph summing up the topic and why it is important in our
history '

5. If you have access to a computer, what other information can you find
out about that topic area?

6. Complete the exam questions in the pack

7. Complete the summary questions

Topics
e The Welfare State and NHS
e British society 1950’s and 60’s
e British Society 1970’s, 1980’s and 90’s

e Modern Britain
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In the early 20th century, many people in Britain were living in poverty. Politicians began to
make changes to improve their situation. This was the beginning of the welfare state, where
the government looks after people’s well-being. :

ayiEeorFeoplelivediin Terrible.Conditions

1) At the start of the 20th century, many poor people
in large, industrial cities lived in slums. Slums were
areas of poor accommodation, with no running
water or proper sewerage. Large families often
shared just one room and diseases spread easily.

2) People worked long hours for low pay. If they were
made unemployed or became too old to work, there
were no benefits or pensions to help them. The only
help was workhouses run by local councils. Here, l
people were given basic food and a bed in return Children in a London slum
for working long hours in tough conditions. in the early 1900,

3) When the Boer War broke out in 1899, 40% of volunteers

were rejected. This was mostly due to health problems
related to poverty including poor diet and living conditions.
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A Royal Commission investigated Poverty |

In 1905 the Conservative government set up a Royal Commission to look at
whether they should give more help to the poor. Members of the Commission

couldn’t agree about what caused poverty so they published two reports:

The Majority Report The Minority Report
(what the majority of the commission thought) (what the minority of the commission thought)
e The poor made themselves poor by gambling o Poverty was caused by things like
and drinking — so they didn’t deserve help. illness, old age and a shortage of jobs.
e Enough was being done for the poor already. o They thought more should be done
; to prevent people being poor.

After 1906 the Liberals brought in Social Reforms

1) In 1906 the Liberal Party came to power. They were influenced by the Minority
Report and pressure from the general public to bring in laws to deal with poverty.
2) The poor health of volunteers for the Boer War had been a shock. If Britain was
involved in a major war, it would need healthy people to fight as soldiers.
3) The Labour Party had been founded recently and was gathering a lot
of support from the working classes. The Liberals wanted to keep
working-class votes by showing that they would help the poor too.
4) Two MPs, David Lloyd George and Winston Churchill, worked

hard to drive the welfare bills through. They wanted to help the
poor, but were also keen to make a name for themselves.

Section Four — Britain and the Wider World, 1900 to the Present Day
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The Liberals also passed laws to help working people, the elderly and children.

_Children were given Special P”fiect[?n-]

1) In 1906, the government brought in the School Meals Act. This allowed local
councils to raise taxes to provide free school meals for the poorest children.

2) In 1907, children started receiving free medical inspections at school.

3) In 1908, Parliament passed the Children and Young Persons’ Act, also known as the Children’s
Charter. This made it a crime for parents or carers to beat or neglect their children. It also
became illegal to send children out begging or to make them carry out dangerous work.

4) The Charter also made it illegal for children younger than 16 to buy cigarettes or go into pubs.

e

1) Many old people were very poor. If they couldn’t work they had no income.

2) In 1908 Lloyd George introduced the Old Age Pensions Act. The pension was for people
over 70 on low incomes. People who were well-off didn’t qualify for a state pension.

3) The pensions were paid for by money raised through
ordinary taxes but it was an incredibly popular policy.

1) In 1909, the Liberal government introduced a minimum wage for workers.

2) ltalso set up labour exchanges. Labour exchanges were like job centres,
where unemployed workers could go to find out about job vacancies:

3) Within five years there was a network of labour exchanges right across Britain.
One million jobs a year were filled through the exchanges.

1) In 1911 Lloyd George introduced the National Insurance Act.

2) Workers, employers and the gove’r’nr’ﬁeht all paid into a scheme which
then gave financial help to workers when they were too ill to work.

3) It also brought in unemployment benefit for workers in shipbuilding, iron founding and
construction. These were industries where workers were often out of work for long periods.

4) Employers, employees and the government paid into an unemployment fund and
in return, workers were paid unemployment benefits for up to 15 weeks a year.

The beginning of the welfare state...

[t’s hard to imagine what life was like before sick-pay and pensions, but these things that we
take for granted today were pretty radical when they were introduced in the early 1900s.

Section Four — Britain and the Wider World, 1900 to the Present Déy




Ifare State stalled after

After the First World War, the government promised to make Britain a land
,/ﬁLﬂQLhQLQ_QS” However, the First World War had drained Britain’s resources.
puring the 1930s, the global depression (see p. 115-117) made things worse.
The government had to cut back on spending on welfare.

anted Change after World War Two |

The Second World War had forced people from different backgrounds to work together. (L
In the army, powerful people noticed that the poor had more health problems. Families | ?ii'f
who took in evacuees from London also realised how disadvantaged many people were. 4
During the Blitz of 1940, the government had provided free treatment to

air raid casualties. This had been very successful and very popular.

After the Second World War people wanted to improve society and prevent anyone returning to
the poverty of the 1930s. It was these feelings that led to Labour winning the election in 1945.

Beverlige Report ed 1 the creaon of e NHS |

Sir William Beveridge published his famous Beveridge Report in 1942. In it he called
for the state provision of social security “from the cradle to the grave”. He argued that
all people should have the right to be free from want (poverty), disease, ignorance,

_ squalor (slum housing) and idleness (unemployment). He called these the five “giants”.

1) In 1948, the Labour government introduced the National Health Service (the NHS).
- 2) It would give everyone the right to visit a doctor, dentist or optician for free.
The NHS would provide free medicine and treatment.

3) The NHS guaranteed that hospitals would receive money from the government.
Before the NHS they had to rely on charities for money.

Many Conservatives opposed the NHS. They believed it would be too expensive.

e Many doctors opposed it too. They wanted to continue being independent
professionals, and not be controlled by the government. They felt the NHS
was the government interfering between doctors and patients.

e Some doctors also worried that they would earn less working through the NHS.

The NHS was Popular but Expensive.

1) The NHS proved to be hugely popular. More people than expected accessed the service and by
1950 the NHS was costing twice as much as originally estimated.

2) To cope with the rising costs, some fees, including prescription charges, were introduced in 1951.

Section Four — Britain and the Wicjer World, 1900 to the Present Day
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For many people in Britain, the 1950s saw a rise in the standard of living.

1) Housing was a priority after World War Two. Bombing had destroyed many
homes, and there were still people living in poor-quality slum housing.

2) The government made plans for large-scale housing developments. The New Towns Act in
1946 led to several new towns being built, including Stevenage, Milton Keynes and Basildon.

3) The design of these new towns aimed to be very modern, incorporating
green spaces and shopping centres. They also contained a large amount
of council housing (affordable housing owned by local councils).

4) Another solution to the housing shortage was pre-fabricated housing. ‘Prefabs’,
as they were known, were partly built in factories so that they would be very
quick to put up. They were designed to be a temporary solution to the housing
problem, though many people lived in them for the rest of their lives.

1) Domestic appliances, which had previously been
considered luxuries, became more affordable. .
Ownership of refrigerators, washing machines and ES
vacuum cleaners increased in the 1950s and 1960s. &2
2) More people owned televisions. Millions of people ; %é
watched the broadcast of Elizabeth II’s coronation in 1953. 5<
3) Car ownership also increased. In 1950 there w o é_}g
were fewer than 2 million private cars in Britain. A family in the 1950s
By 1969 there were nearly 10 million. * watching television.

_Popular Culture was important ir

et e ey

1) The word teenager became commonly used in the 1950s. Teenagers in the 1950s
generally had a better education and more money than any previous generation.
2) Many teenagers spent their money on entertainment — going to the cinema,
going dancing and buying fashionable clothes and music records.
3) In the 1950s, ‘rock’n’roll’ arrived from the USA. Singers such as
Elvis Presley and Buddy Holly became popular among young people.
4) Pop culture was really important in the 1960s too. The decade was known as the
'swinging sixties’ because of the adventurous new trends among young people.
5) British pop groups like the Beatles and the Who became world-famous.
In 1967, the BBC launched Radio 1 to broadcast music to a young audience.
6) Fashion was also revolutionary. Fashion designer Mary Quant helped make the
mini-skirt popular, but it caused scandal among older generations in the 1960s.
7) Carnaby Street in London became a centre for fashion and was
sometimes thought of as the centre of ‘Swinging London’.
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