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Lesson 1 DAE: oo

LO: To develop your knowledge of Soap Operas

= This term you will be learning about Soap Operas! -
- | - |
:1.) Complete the mind map below. Can you complete both challenges below in -
& different coloured pens or pencils. -
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Challenge 1
Tell me what you know already about
Soap Operas already.
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Lesson 1

LO: To develop your knowledge of Soap Operas

The History of Soap Operas

Soap Operas or ‘Soaps’ are long running serial dramas that are aired regularly on the television or

radio. They were given the name ‘Soaps’ because when they were created they were often spon-
a sored by soap manufacturers and ‘Opera’ because of their dramatic storylines. The official name
: for Soap Operas is ‘continuing dramas’. This is because the episodes are not grouped into spate
:seasons or series but run constantly throughout the year. The first UK soap opera was BBC Radio’s
®m  4’s ‘The Arches’. This was first aired on January 1st 1951 and is still running today! ‘Coronation

|
u Street’ is the longest running televised Soap Opera.

= Characters:

|
® The characters are the core part of a soap opera and most feature around 20 main characters!

|
m Although all of the characters do not feature in every episode. The types of characters found in
:Soap Operas are based on stereotypes. These include:

The Cheery Pub Landlord

The Criminal / Gangster

The Nagging Mum

The Stroppy Teenager

The Gossip

= Key Conventions:

Each episode is fairly short (often about 30 minutes long) and 3-4 new episodes are

screened each week. The scenes are fairy short to maintain the audiences interest and to

build tension .

. Each episode often focusses on a few different continuous storylines or narratives involving
a range of the main characters and cross-cuts between each story throughout the episode.
The narratives often deal with real life issues that the audience can relate to, for example,

family problems, or money issues.

Each episode usually begins with a ‘hook’ (a continuation of one of the narratives explored

in the previous episode) and ends with a cliff hanger (a moment of suspense that isn’t re-
solved until the next episode). This is an effective way of ensuring the audience watch the

next episode!

All Soaps are usually set in a central area, for example, a street. Albert Square is the street
where EastEnders is set, and Ramsey Street is where Neighbours is set.

In British Soap Operas the characters are usually normal, working class people that the audi-
ence can relate to. They often reflect the target audience . For example, Hollyoaks is made

up of a cast mostly of teenagers of young adults as this is their target audience.
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Lesson 1

LO: To develop your knowledge of Soap Operas!

llllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllll!llllllllllllll!lllIllll'l
:1.) Read the information about the history of Soap Operas and key conventions on

" page 4 in this booklet.

B
®2.) Answer the question below! Can you complete all three challenges?
R

H
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CHALLENGE 1:

1.) What is the official name for Soap Operas?

2.) Name 3 stock characters than you might find in a Soap Opera:

>

0

CHALLENGE 3:

3.) Where are Soap Operas usually set? Name the place where EastEnd-
ers is set.

Using the information on page 3 create a new question you could
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ask a peer about Soap Operas! Make sure you include the answer!

QUESTION:

CHALLENGE 2:

1.) Using your own words explain what a ‘hook is:

2.) Using your own words explain what a cliff hanger is:

§3.) Identify what types of characters often feature in British Soap Operas. Explain why:

ANSWER:




Lesson 1

LO: To develop your knowledge of Soap Operas

FHEHEEEEENENE S EAE N A A IS EEHEE AN AR E R E NS B EEHEEHE B
= You are going to watch an extract from a Soap Operal As you are watching choose

= one of the challenges below to complete.
- | .
= Circle the challenge you will be completing and make notes in the space provided as

. .
g YOU are watching.

]
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Challenge 1 f Challenge 2 Challenge 3
{ B
Describe the characters in | Identify the stock characters ~ Reflect on the acting style.
the clip. What are they like? ; and Soap Opera: conventions What do you notice about
* you notice. How are they the actors vocal or physical
YimAAD PERT T,
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Lesson 1

LO: To develop your knowledge of Soap Operas!

FEEEEE EERE B EEE O EEE B E M EEE E B RGN R RS R e e DEEEEE
Create your Soap Operas poster on this page. Can you tick off all of the success

o |
- B
- H
| B . =
- criteria? u
llllllllIIIIH!!!IIIIEI!I!!III!Illllllllll!ﬂlllllll:

SUCCESS CRITERIA:

v List some of the stock
characters.
v Tell me some facts about
the history of Soap
Operas.

v’ Explain some of the key
conventions and how or
why they are used.
v Reflect on the acting style.
v Work is beautifully
presenied and creative!




Lesson 2 Date: .

LO: To experiment with still image and stereotypes.

smusmmmmmmsnmmmmnmmnay Challenge 2: Explain the 3 rules of still image:

» Challenge 1: Tell me what a still . 1)
= image is in Drama.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
......................................................

------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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: Challenge 3: Analyse how you used a range of physical skill to communicate one

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

‘......ll...........'.‘.‘.“l.l..lIIll.........I.....ll.l.l.'.....‘l......lll.......

TASK 2: PEE Paragraph

Write a PEE paragraph evaluating how you used one vocal or physical skill in your per-

formance in today’s lesson.

POINT Make a clear point about |l used pace and tone to communicate my |} used... to...
character's objective, to make a sale, in my
role play.

your use of vocal or physi-

ffFo,r example, initially | begin the call using a :For example, 1 ...
-calm tone and regular pace to engage the
caller. As it became apparent that they did |
not want to buy my windows my tone be-

‘came more and more urgent and my pace
quickened.

EVIDENCE |P

EXPLAIN |Explain the effect on the |This suggested that my character was des- | This is effective
perate to make the sale, therefore com- because..
municating my objective effectively to the
audience.

audience.




Lesson 2

LO: To experiment with still image and stereotypes.

TASK 2: PEE Paragraph Continued

Write a PEE paragraph evaluating how you used one vocal or physical skill in your per-
formance in today’s lesson.

Write your PEE paragraph in the space below You may continue onto a separate sheet of
paper if you need to.

.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.............................................................................................................................................

Evaluate: Self-Evaluation

Self assess your written work using the success criteria below. Once you completed the
tick list write yourself one ‘what went well’ and one ‘even better if’.

R R YRR

: Success Criteria:

What Went Well? ...
e Work is written in full sentences.
e You have used at least one piece of
Drama terminology. Even Better If: ... e
§ ° You have used all parts of PEE. : ................................................................................................
e Example shows a good level of detail.



Lesson 3 D! oo

LO: To create a character and a dramatic monologue for your Soap Opera.

= 1.) Develop a Character
|}
" Use the given circumstances template below to help you to create an original char-

|
| -]
-]
a
[ |
= acter. Can you complete all 6 challenges? -
|
i |

Write your ideas in this column

What is their back
ground? Family, friends,

WHAT?

upbringing etc.. What
stock character are they?

WHERE? | Where are they from?
Where do they work or
study?

WHEN,? When did they move into

the street where your
soap is set? Have they al-

ways lived there? Do they
like it?

CVWERE | W diel thav g

HOW? | ‘H'ow are they feeling?
- How do they get on with

- other people on the
street?

10



Lesson 3 DALE: oo

LO: To create a character and dramatic monologue for your Soap Opera!

TASK 4 e
You now have 12 »n Success Criteria

minutes to write a } Can you ensure:

dramatic monologue L = A high standard of presentation

i - o
sharing your charac 1 = [It'swritten in the first person -
ter’s thought’s and |

. : & =  Youreveal the thoughts of your character
feelings about the »

. e —  Usedirect address to involve the audience
murder! Can you tick =
' & —  Endonacliff hanger!

off all of the success

criteria below? 28 Extra Challenge:

Think about an imaginative setting — is your character on the
phone, filming a video where they reveal the truth that they’ll
later share before they leave the street for ever...

Struggling to start?

Use one of the sentence

starters below to help you begin your soliloquy.
Dear... | cant keep this a secret any longer...

You want to know what | know about that murder? Well...

| didn’t mean to do it...

lllllllI!llllllllllllllllllIIIIIIlllllllllllllIll!llllllillllllllllll!
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=
" s e teeeerueerenareteeatearbeertesatesresaeaeaas et eetreeeere et eetateeatreeaeeet e taarteerreeerateeaees e vt aee e —reraaeaaaans o
n
B ettt s se et e se s et it es st ee et e e e et Re et s re et AR sttt s eet et e "
H
B
B eereterrererenanereeasteeeaeeattaaaee eaeees te st e easten et aeerae et eateesteaatesrsnreaaeneeeratee et aaateeeaneeennreeasenesareesnreeanareresens .
m
"
- |
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Lesson 3 Date: oo

LO: To develop a character of your choice and create an original monologue!

'llIIllllllllIIIllllllllllllllllIlllllllIIIIlllllllllIllllllllllllllll'l
-]

............................................................................................................................................................ .
............................................................................................................................................................ -
|

............................................................................................................................................................ -
...........................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EEAERONER

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

............................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

............................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

............................................................................................................................................................
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]
............................................................................................................................................................ "

=

=
............................................................................................................................................................ -

[
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ |
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PEER MARKING

Work marked by: ... e et et s st e ann
What Went Well...

---------------------------------------------------------------

I liked your work because..

EV N Bt el I e et e et oo ra e anrrreaan

TO IMPIOVE YOUI WOTK YOU oo eee e ee et ee et ees et
could...

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Lesson 4

Date: .vrrrrieeiriennns

LO: To create a character and a dramatic monologue for your Soap Operal

TASK 1: Word Search

Complete the Soap Opera terminology word search below. The first 5 students to com-

plete it will be awarded an achievement point!

If you finish first define what each word means in the space next to each word on the

table.
RUHIDTEZRFPHNEUP
L UXRKKREYCESPMU
PUAETOTEREOCEPRPUOCD
FMDZYCOMBETIWXLY
AHNWIAITHYMSXHIP
SWXREITQMIOODLEFR
YFAVHHNZAZLDOQXFWM
OHMUUECSRYEAPHD
CYIXNLCEYRFEFELPAG
FNAREPOIIOAXAND
GEFYTOERETSHNOGD
REALLISTICSELSEETF
IDUMMPNGUIWVADRA
EVWDXYXASFZXXIOY
HDWETLEBEFKMCSY TV

WORD DEFINITION WORD DEFINITION

Audience Narrative

Character Opera

Cliff Hanger Realistic

Continuing Soap

Drama Stereotype

Episode Storyline

13



Lesson 4 Date: v

LO: To begin creating your own Soap Opera!

Challenge 1:

List the key information about your Soap Opera in the table below.

WHAT? What is the
name of your Soap
Opera?

WHERE? Where is
your Soap Opera set?

WHO? Who are the
target audience?

il OEHONEENENINEENERE O NN R E R EEE NN
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Challenge 2: Create a mind map of some of the main characters who will feature in
your Soap Opera. For each character can you tick off all parts of the success criteria

below?

e

SOAP OPERA:

-------------------------

Success Criteriaﬁ?

Name
Age
Profession
- What stockcharacter

are they?

How are they related
to the other
characters?

14













































