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Challenge One:  
‘Macbeth’ Context 

Read the following information on the contextual points behind ‘Macbeth’ and then SUMMARISE 

the information into a maximum of 4 sentences in the boxes below. 

JAMES I AND RELIGION: 

Prior to the reign of Henry VII, England had been a Catholic state. However, Henry VII introduced 

Protestantism to the country after wishing to divorce his wife which was not permitted under 

Catholic laws. During this period in English there was great religious conflict between the two 

forms of Christianity. It was customary to have the country’s religion dictated by the ruling monarch 

(king or queen) and those who followed other religions were treated cruelly and even killed due to 

their faith. The ‘Tudor’ period saw the national faith change repeatedly between the two branches 

of Christianity with each new monarch.  When James I became king, many Catholics believed that 

he would treat them better, since his mother Mary Queen of Scots, was a Catholic. However, 

James I was a protestant, and many citizens were still prosecuted for practicing Catholicism in 

secret.  

 

GUNPOWDER PLOT: 

The Gunpowder plot was a failed conspiracy to assassinate James I, orchestrated by a group of 

Catholics who believed the country needed a Catholic ruler once again. The attack took place on 

November 5th 1605 (now commonly referred to as bonfire night or Guy Fawkes Night after one of 

the leading conspirators Guy Fawkes). The group intended to blow up the houses of parliament 

whilst the king was visiting, using large quantities of gunpowder, smuggled in and strategically 

placed below the building. Shakespeare might be referencing this event in Macbeth, as we see the 

dire consequences of regicide and the punishment one will face if they try to usurp the king. 

Shakespeare may have used the play as a way to publicly condemn those who tried to 

assassinate James I and warn others against trying to dethrone him.  

 

 

 

 

DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS / CHAIN OF BEING: 

The Divine Right of Kings was a commonly held belief that kings were placed on the throne by 

God. It was a belief asserting that a monarch is subject to no earthly authority, deriving his right to 

rule directly from the will of God. The doctrine implies that any attempt to depose or murder the 

king runs contrary to the will of God and is a sacrilegious act. The Divine Right of Kings was 

Summary: 

Summary: 



heavily supported by a belief in the ‘Chain of Beings’, a hierarchy of all living things which placed 

kings above the rest of mankind and below only God and the Angels.  

 

 

 

 

 

JAMES I AND WITCHCRAFT:  

Belief in witches and witchcraft was widespread across Europe during the 16 and 17th centuries 

and during the reign of Elizabeth I, persecution of people accused of witchcraft reached terrifying 

proportions. Hundreds of people – mostly women – were tortured, convicted and then executed for 

this crime between 1560 and 1603 in England. Confessions, however, were typically extracted by 

means of torture, involving the crushing of limbs, the breaking of bones or by applying boiling 

water or oil to the body of the accused.  

People genuinely believed that witches possessed diabolical powers: it was believed that witches 

could fly, bring disease and even cause a person or an animal to die because of a curse. Witches 

were also believed to be able to conjure spirits by concocting a horrible brew, typically made using 

animal entrails and other nauseating ingredients. When Lady Macbeth conjures evil spirits, the 

Jacobean audience watching the play would have identified her as a witch inviting spirits to take 

possession of her body. They would have been horrified that she so willingly condemns her 

Christian soul to Hell because of her lust for power.  

King James himself was just as fascinated by ideas about witches and witchcraft. In 1590 it was 

alleged that a group of witches had plotted to kill him, he believed they had cast a spell which had 

raised a storm so ferocious it could have sunk his ship. Shakespeare includes subtle references to 

this in Act 1 scene 3 when the first witch, speaking of a sailor, proclaims: “In a sieve I’ll thither 

sail ... Though his bark cannot be lost/Yet it shall be tempest-tossed.” King James would, no 

doubt, have drawn parallels between this and the events of his own life.  So fascinated did he 

become through his personal involvement in the trial, King James personally investigated other 

cases of witchcraft. In fact, in 1597 he published a book called ‘Daemonologie’ (today, we’d spell 

it Demonology – meaning, ‘the study of demons’). 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Summary: 

Summary: 



Read the information on plot and take your own notes: 

 
PLOT SUMMARY  

 

Three witches anticipate a meeting with Macbeth. King Duncan hears a report of how his generals Macbeth and 

Banquo defeated the Norwegians and the Scottish rebels. The witches gather on a heath and meet the generals 

returning from the war. They predict Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor, and one day king, and that 

Banquo will be the father of kings. Macbeth is then greatly impressed when he is greeted by Ross and Angus 

with the title of Cawdor. 

 

Duncan greets Macbeth with great praise and proposes to visit him. Macbeth writes to his wife telling her of 

what has happened and the King’s plans. Lady Macbeth, seeing the opportunity, plots with her husband how 

they might kill Duncan when he arrives. After initial enthusiasm, Macbeth changes his mind, but Lady Macbeth 

persuades him to carry out the deed. He murders Duncan, making it seem that the servants were to blame and 

describes the scene to his wife. She finds herself having to return the daggers he has used to Duncan’s bedroom, 

and her hands become covered with blood too. They retire when they hear repeated knocking at the castle 

gates. 

 

Macduff arrives, and has a brief exchange with the Porter. He discovers the dead king and rouses the castle. 

Malcolm and Donalbain, fearing blame for their father’s death, flee abroad. Soon after, Ross and Macduff reflect 

on what has happened, and Macduff reports that Macbeth has been made king. 

 

Macbeth is concerned about his position, very aware of the prophecies about Banquo. He arranges with a group 

of murderers to kill Banquo and his son Fleance; they succeed with Banquo, but Fleance escapes. At a dinner 

that night, where Banquo would have been the chief guest, Macbeth is terrified by the appearance of his ghost. 

Macbeth decides to return to the witches to find out his fate. They tell him that he should fear Macduff, that no 

man born of woman can hurt Macbeth, and that he will never be vanquished until Birnam Wood comes to 

Dunsinane. They then show a line of eight kings deriving from Banquo. 

 

Macbeth learns that Macduff is fled to England, so he arranges the death of Macduff’s wife and children. Macduff 

meets Malcolm, who tests Macduff’s allegiance to Scotland by first painting a bleak picture of his own 

personality as a future king, then revealing his true character. They agree to fight together, with English 

support. During the meeting, Ross brings news of the murder of Macduff’s family. In Scotland, a doctor and 

gentlewoman observe Lady Macbeth sleepwalking, imagining she cannot clean her hands of Duncan’s blood. 

 

The Scottish nobles gather, and Malcolm orders his men to camouflage themselves with tree branches as they 

attack, thus giving the appearance of Birnam Wood approaching Dunsinane. Macbeth learns his wife has died. 

Fearing no man born of woman, Macbeth fights on, killing Young Seyward, but on meeting Macduff he learns of 

Macduff’s caesarian birth. Macbeth refuses to yield, is killed by Macduff, and Malcolm is proclaimed king 

 
 



Challenge TWO:  
 
Read Act I of the play. 

Write a brief summary of the events in this act: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters:  Write a brief note about what we learn about each of the characters in Act I: 

The witches: 

 

 

Macbeth: 

 

 

 

 

Duncan: 

 

 

Banquo: 

 

 

 

Lady Macbeth: 

 

 

 



Challenge Three:  
Read Act II of the play.  

Write a brief summary of the events in this act: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters:  Write a brief note about what we learn about each of the characters in Act II: 

Macbeth : 

 

 

Banquo: 

 

 

Lady Macbeth: 

 

 

Macduff: 

 

 

Malcolm: 

 

 

Donaldbain: 

 

 

 



Challenge THREE:  
Read Act III of the play. 

Write a brief summary of the events in this act: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters:  Write a brief note about what we learn about each of the characters in Act III: 

Macbeth: 

 

 

Banquo: 

 

 

Lady Macbeth: 

 

 

 

 

The Witches: 

 

 

 

 

Lennox: 

 

 



Challenge FOUR:  
Read Act IV of the play. 

Write a brief summary of the events in this act: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters:  Write a brief note about what we learn about each of the characters in Act III: 

Macbeth: 

 

 

The Witches: 

 

 

Lennox: 

 

Lady Macduff: 

 

 

 

Malcolm: 

 

 

 

Macduff: 

 

 



Challenge Five:  
Read Act V of the play. 

Write a brief summary of the events in this act: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters:  Write a brief note about what we learn about each of the characters in Act V: 

Macbeth: 

 

 

 

Lady Macbeth: 

 

 

 

 

Siward: 

 

 

Malcom: 

 

 

Macduff: 

 

 

 



Challenge SIX:  
Language Paper 2 Reading Section A: 
Read the following extracts and answer the questions: 
 

Paper 2 mini mock: Tower Bridge 

Source A: From ‘The Hand-book of London’, Peter Cunningham describes a journey over the bridge in 1850 
On crossing the Bridge, the traveller should pause, for a moment, to note the animated scene presented 
by the River "above" and "below Bridge." The silent highway, as it is most inappropriately called, is 
crowded with restless little steam-boats, wherries, lumbering barges, and steam-tugs. From the Bridge, 
eastwards, extends "the Pool," thronged with a thousand masts, and gay with flags and streamers of 
every nation. Here is placed the great fish- market of Billingsgate, and yonder rises the stately façade of 
the Custom House; while, in the distance, soars conspicuous the turreted keep of the famous "Tower.2 
Looking up the River (westward), we catch sight of Southwark and Blackfriars Bridges - of banks lined 
with enormous warehouses - and of a far-reaching vista of roofs, above which dominates, in misty 
grandeur, the glorious dome of St. Paul's. Nor is the Bridge itself, with its double tides of traffic,- on-
rushing, never-ceasing, appallingly regular in their continual motion,- less worthy of observation: it is the 
busiest traject in the civilised world, and groans beneath the products of every clime. At its foot, on the 
one hand, stands Adelaide Place - a conglomeration of City offices; on the other, the stately pile of 
Fishmongers' Hall, the meeting-place of the members of a wealthy civic guild. Beneath us, through a dry 
arch, runs an apparently endless line of stores, warehouses, and wharfs. The steps on the right lead to 
the quay for the Hull, Rotterdam, and Scotch steamers; at the corner is St. Magnus Church, built by Sir 
Christopher Wren; on the left, to the place of embarkation and disembarkation of the cheap steam-boats 
which ply between London Bridge, Westminster, and Battersea. 
   Proceeding from the Bridge, we observe a turning on the right, whose descent is occupied by the 
graceful column of the Monument. 

Source B: From a modern travel blog. Written in 2014, Sarah Shumate visits Tower Bridge. 
I’ll never forget the first time I saw Tower Bridge. I hadn’t been living in London for very long and I was out 
taking a walk with some new friends along the river when there it was – the Tower Bridge standing tall 
and mighty in the middle of the Thames. I wanted to jump up and down and start pointing because, to my 
amazement, it seemed no one else in the group had noticed it. Why was no one else as starstruck as I 
was? As I now know a year later, when you live in London long enough, you learn to just accept these 
famous landmarks as part of the scenery and continue on with your day, but in my newness to the city, I 
couldn’t hide my excitement. The girls I was with humored me and even took a detour from our path so I 
could walk across the bridge for the first time. I know it doesn’t sound like much, I mean, I walked across 
a bridge – big deal, but I felt the same the first time I saw Big Ben in person, too. These locations I’d 
previously only seen in movies were reminders that this was real, I was finally an expat again in another 
country. I couldn’t help but be thrilled about that! 
I’ve now walked past Tower Bridge no less than two or three dozen times, so that initial thrill of seeing the 
famous bridge has faded a bit, but it’s still one of my favorite landmarks in the city. This summer, we 
made an afternoon of it and picnicked beside the bridge on the banks of the Thames before taking the 
tour that would allow us to go inside Tower Bridge and walk across the pathways connecting the two 
towers. It’s such a neat experience, as you’ll see in the pictures below. Even more so now with the 
release of the news last week that glass floors have been added to the West Walkway allowing visitors to 
get a bird’s eye view from the bridge. The glass path in the East Walkway is expected to be completed 
next month. (Don’t worry – I hear there are still regular floors on each side of the glass, so if you don’t 
want to walk across the glass, you don’t have to!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions 

Q1 – 4 marks – 5 minutes 
Using source B shade the boxes of the four true statements.  

Q2 – 8 marks – 10 minutes 
Write a summary of the differences 
between the Tower bridge seen in 
1850 in source A and the modern day 
viewing of it in source B 

a) The writer was born and raised in London  

b) Tower Bridge goes over the river Thames  

c) The writer’s friends have lived in London for some time  Q3 – 12 marks – 15 minutes 
In source A how does the writer use 
language to describe the Thames? 

d) The writher didn’t get a chance to walk across the bridge  

e) The writer was not interested in Big Ben  

f) The writer is no longer interested in Tower Bridge  Q4- 16 marks – 20 minutes 
Compare how the writers convey their 
viewpoints on the bridges and sights of 
London. 

g) She was walking with friends when first saw the bridge  
h) She has now walked past the bridge lots of times  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paper 2 mini mock: Winter in America 

Source A: From Rudyard Kipling’s Letters of Travel in 1895. Kipling describes winter travelling in the US. 
The next day is blue, breathless, and most utterly still. The farmers shovel a way to their beasts, bind with 
chains their large ploughshare to their heaviest wood-sled. These they drive, and the dragging share 
makes a furrow in which a horse can walk, and the oxen, by force of repeatedly going in up to their 
bellies, presently find foothold. The finished road is a deep, double gutter between three-foot walls of 
snow, where, by custom, the heavier vehicle has the right of way.  
In January or February come the great ice-storms, when every branch, blade, and trunk is coated with 
frozen rain, so that you can touch nothing truly. The spikes of the pines are sunk into pear-shaped 
crystals, and each fence-post is miraculously hilted with diamonds. If you bend a twig, the icing cracks like 
varnish, and a half–inch branch snaps off at the lightest tap. If wind and sun open the day together, the 
eye cannot look steadily at the splendor of this jewelry. The woods are full of the clatter of arms; the 
ringing of bucks' horns in fight; the stampede of mailed feet up and down the glades; and a great dust of 
battle is puffed out into the open, till the last of the ice is beaten away and the cleared branches take up 
their regular chant. 
Again the mercury drops twenty and more below zero, and the very trees swoon. The snow turns to 
French chalk, squeaking under the heel, and their breath cloaks the oxen in rime. At night a tree's heart 
will break in him with a groan. According to the books, the frost has split something, but it is a fearful 
sound—this grunt as of a man stunned. 
Winter that is winter in earnest does not allow cattle and horses to play about the fields, so everything 
comes home; and since no share can break ground to any profit for some five months, there would seem 
to be very little to do.  

Source B: Ed Grabianowski looks at the 10 worst snow storms of history in an article from 2009 
Anyone who's ever lived in a chilly climate knows snowstorms well. Sometimes the weather forecast gives 
ample warning, but other times these storms catch us by surprise. Plows struggle to keep roads clear, 
schools are closed, events are canceled, flights are delayed and everyone gets sore backs from all the 
shoveling and snowblowing. But there are those rare snowstorms that exceed all forecasts, break all 
records and cause mass devastation (even if it's devastation that will melt in a few days or weeks). These 
storms are the worst of the worst, weather events that seem more like elemental blasts of pure winter 
rather than a simple combination of wind, temperature and precipitation. 
Defining the 10 "biggest" snowstorms can be a tricky task. You can't simply rely on objective measures 
like the amount of snow. Often, the worst storms involve relatively modest snowfalls whipped into zero-
visibility by hurricane-force winds. Some storms are worse than others because they impact major urban 
areas, or are so widespread that they affect several major urban areas. Timing can play a role as well -- a 
storm during weekday rush hour is worse than one on a Saturday morning, and a freak early storm when 
leaves are still on the trees can cause enormous amounts of damage. In fact, meteorologists have 
developed a system similar to the one used to classify hurricanes to measure the severity of winter 
storms. 
Blizzard of 1888: This snowstorm was so massive it became a historical event. In terms of storm severity 
factors, this one had it all: enormous amounts of snow, frigid temperatures, howling winds whipping up 
monstrous snow drifts -- and a widespread area of effect that covered the entire northeastern United 
States. More than 400 people died during the storm, including more than 100 who were lost at sea. 

Questions 

Q1 – 4 marks – 5 minutes 
Using source B shade the boxes of the four true statements.  

Q2 – 8 marks – 10 minutes 
Write a summary of the differences 
between the effects of the winter 
weather in the US. 

a) You always get a warning before a snowstorm  

b) Sometimes schools are closed during snow storms  

c) Naming the 10 biggest snow storms is easy  Q3 – 12 marks – 15 minutes 
In source A how does the writer 
use language to describe the 
snow? 

d) The worst snow storms involve constant heavy snow  
e) The blizzard of 1888 involved monstrous snow drifts  
f) There is a system available to measure snow storms  Q4- 16 marks – 20 minutes 

Compare how the writers convey 
their attitudes towards winter 
weather 

g) Storms during the week are worse than weekend storms  
h) Just under 400 people died in the blizzard of 1888  



Challenge SEVEM:  
Language Paper 2 Writing Section B. 

AQA Style 

English Language Paper 2  

 

Question 5 

 

“Smartphones are a waste of time and distract students from study. They should be banned from schools 

because they are of no use.” 

 

Write an article for a student magazine in which you persuade the audience to think about how much they 

use their mobile phones. 

(24 marks for content and organisation 

16 marks for accuracy) 

[40 marks] 

Plan your response here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Challenge EIGHT:  
Conflict poetry: My Last Duchess’- Read through the annotations of the poem.  Create a revision card using this 

information.   

 

 

 



 

 

 



Context: On the back of your revision card take some notes about the context of the poem and poet: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Challenge NINE:  
Conflict poetry: ‘Ozymandias’- Read through the annotations of the poem.  Create a revision card using this 

information.   

 

 

 



Context: On the back of your revision card take some notes about the context of the poem and poet: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Challenge TEN:  
Conflict poetry: ‘Tissue’- Read through the annotations of the poem.  Create a revision card using this information.   

 

 

Context: On the back of your revision card take some notes about the context of the poem and poet: 

 



Challenge ELEVEN:  
Conflict poetry: ‘The Emigree’- Read through the annotations of the poem.  Create a revision card using this 

information.   

 

 

 

Context: On the back of your revision card take some notes about the context of the poem and poet: 

 

 



Challenge twelve:  
Unseen poetry:  Read through the poem and then fill in the boxes on the next page. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 


