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 Year 7 Challenges ✓  Notes/Targets/Strategies 

 

1. Punctuating 
sentences and 
vocabulary choices 

  

2. Exclamation 
marks, question 
marks and 
rhetorical devices 

  

3. Verbal 
reasoning 

  

4. Apostrophes 
and homophones 

  

5. Inference 

  

6. Subject and 
predicate 

  

 

7. Nouns and 
pronouns 

  

8. Prepositions 

  

9. Word classes 

  

10. Verb tenses 

  

11. Summarising 

  



 
 

12. NRT Practice 

  

  

13. Commas 

  

14. Sentence 
combining 

  

15. Sequencing 

  

16. Fact and 
opinion 

  

17. Literary 
analysis 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Challenge One:  
 
Punctuating Sentences and vocabulary choices 

What is a sentence?  It’s a statement, a command or a question or an exclamation that can 
survive on its own and make sense: 
• The small dragon tried to breathe fire. (statement/ declarative) 
• How do you learnt to breathe fire? (question / interrogative) 
• Ask a dragon. (command / imperative) 
• Look out! (exclamation / exclamatory) 
 
Determine whether these sentences are statements, questions, commands or exclamation: 
 

1. Polly is a very pretty cat.     …………………………………… 

2. Don’t take to me like that.     …………………………………… 

3. I’m really going to miss this place!    …............................................... 

4. Always work hard to complete your homework.  …………………………………… 

5. Can you help me with this, please?   …………………………………… 

6. Cats are better than dogs.     …………………………………… 

7. That’s fantastic!      …............................................... 

 

Write your own different types of sentences: 

1. Statement: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Question: ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. Command: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Exclamation: ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Did your sentences all start with a capital letter?  Check! 

Here is the alphabet in lower case.  Write the capital versions of the letters underneath: 

a   b   c   d   e   f   g   h   i   j   k   l   m   n   o   p   q   r   s   t   u   v   w   x   y    z 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

When to use a capital letter: 

• A sentence always begins with a capital letter. 

• A proper noun, like a person’s name, a place, a special name, begins with a capital letter. 

 

 

 



 
 

Punctuate this paragraph using capital letters, full stops and question marks. Copy out the 

paragraph below on the lines providing and remember to punctuate accurately. 

 

cats are officially the best animals in the world some people think they are not very loyal but i think 

cats can be very loyal to their owners do you have a cat if you do then you’ll know how amazing 

they are cats are better than dogs  don’t be a fool get a cat 

 

Copy out the correct version below: 

….........................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................ 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Vocabulary Choices  

The words you choose when writing - creatively or in analysis - are vital to 

what you are telling the reader. For example, are you telling the reader 

“Tommo cried because he was sad” or are you describing, “Tommo’s face 

glistened with tears of sorrow”?  

There are different levels of words: relevant, interesting and ambitious, however, this doesn’t 

mean you have to fill your work with exceptionally long words. Often the most interesting work 

uses a variety of all these words.  

Using a thesaurus, fill in the blanks in the table below with the appropriate relevant, 

interesting and ambitious word choices: 

Relevant Interesting Ambitious 

said   

sad   

happy   

evil   

 moody  

  barbaric 

  cascade 

 brutal  

nice   

 

 

  

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes learning the words below.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this 

booklet to help you learn the words below: 

believe 

beautiful 

innocent 

confident 

sentence 

February 

does 

furthermore 

 
 



 
 

Challenge two:  
Exclamation marks, question marks & rhetorical devices 
 
When should you use a question mark? ……………………………………………………………… 
 
When should you use an exclamation mark?  
 
………………………………………………………............................................................................… 
 

Sentence Types 

DECLARATIVE 
Declarative sentences make a statement to relay 
information or ideas. They are punctuated with a 
full stop. 

INTERROGATIVE 
Interrogative sentences are also easy to spot. 
That’s because they always ask a question and 
end in a question mark. 

EXCLAMATORY 
These express strong emotion. They always end in 
an exclamation mark.  Don’t want to use too many. 

IMPERATIVE 
Imperative sentences issue commands. They are 
punctuated with a full stop or they can be 
exclamations requiring an exclamation mark. It all 
depends on the strength of emotion you want to 
express. 

 

 
 
 
Below you’ll find a list of sentences. Test your understanding of the four types of 
sentences by deciding which kind of sentence is portrayed. 

1. Are you ready to go?      ………………………………………….  

2. Cardiff is the capital of Wales.    …………………………………………. 

3. I can’t believe Swansea City lost the game!  …………………………………………. 

4. Put your rubbish in the bin.    …………………………………………. 

5. Where did I leave my purse?    …………………………………………. 

6. I lost my purse at the concert.    …………………………………………. 

7. Oh my gosh, I lost my purse at the concert!  …………………………………………. 

8. Please leave your boots at the door.   …………………………………………. 

9. Hurray, I passed the maths test!   …………………………………………. 

10. Do not pass go; do not collect 200 dollars.  …………………………………………. 

 

 

 



 
 

Add capital letters full stops, question marks and only one exclamation mark to this 

paragraph by re-writing it in the spaces provided below: 

Roald Dahl is a famous writer one of his most famous books is James and the Giant Peach did 

you know, though, that the original title was James and the Giant Cherry now that’s really 

interesting another fascinating fact about Roald Dahl is that he was buried with chocolate, red 

wine, HB pencils, a power saw, and his snooker cues why did he choose those items well, 

apparently, they were some of his favourite things 

….........................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Rhetorical Devices 

Imagine you are trying to persuade a teacher to let you leave class to get a drink of water.  
Write a sentence that includes each of these rhetorical devices: 

 

Rhetorical device Your sentence 

Rhetorical question 

 

Alliteration 

 

Tripling / triple / rule or 
power of three 
adjectives 

 

Facts and statistics 

 

Exaggeration 
(hyperbole) 

 

Repetition 

 

Emotive language 

 

 

 

 

Spellings 

Spend 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to help 
you learn these words: 

independent 

separate  

jealous 

speech 

piece 

prejudice 

rhythm 

 



 
 

Challenge three:  
Verbal Reasoning 
 
Match up the roots to their meaning using the example words to help.  One has been done 
for you. If you get stuck, look up the root words on the left in the dictionary. 
 
 

ROOT  MEANING (EXAMPLES) 

scrib  FOOT (pedal, pedicure) 

bene  BELIEVE (incredible, credit, creed) 

cred  WRITE (describe, scribble, inscription) 

ped  HEAR (audience, audible) 

aud  GOOD (benefit, benevolent, benign) 

con  LEADER (anarchy, monarch) 

ex  TRUST (confide, fidelity) 

arch  WITH (conductor, connection) 

fid  TIME (synchronise, chronic) 

chron  OUT/AWAY FROM (exit, exhaust) 

 

 

Pick the three-letter creature that would most sensibly complete the word in capitals in the 

sentence at the start, the end or the middle. 

 

1. There don't seem to be any more eggs in the KITC. 

o EWE 

o ANT 

o HEN 

o HOG 

….........................................................................................................................................................

2. “And don't you ever dare come here again,” said the big man with a SL. 

o DOG 

o PIG 

o COW 

o HEN 

…......................................................................................................................................................... 

 



 
 

Pick the answer offering the closest meaning to the word in CAPITALS. 

1. There has been a COLOSSAL amount of comment in the press, and on the web and television, 

about this ridiculous story. 

o fair 

o silly 

o vast 

o Average 

…......................................................................................................................................................... 

2. The house has been noticeably calmer since Grandpa came HOME from hospital. 

o house 

o back 

o household 

o dwelling 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

3. Uncle Fred surely gets very BORED of sitting in committee meetings all day long. 

o table 

o tired 

o frightened 

o Stiff 

…......................................................................................................................................................... 

4. Jack is Kyle mother's brother and William is Kyle’s father's father. Alistair is William's son. 

Using this information decide which of the following statements is true.  

o William is Kyle’s grandfather 
o Kyle is Jack’s uncle 
o Alistair is William's brother 
o Jack is Kyle’s brother 

…......................................................................................................................................................... 
Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on the activity. Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

noun 

verb 

adjective 

adverb 

punctuation 

apostrophe 

Challenge four:  



 
 

Apostrophes and homophones 
Apostrophes are used for two different reasons, to show: possession and omission. 

To show possession: Jenny’s jumper means the jumper belongs to Jenny. 
 

Put the apostrophe in the right place in these sentences – make sure you 

copy the whole sentence out accurately: 

 

1. Johns dog is called woof. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. Chloe is the teachers friend. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3. The farmers eggs were very fresh. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. The elephants tails swished to keep them cool. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5. The eagles wings flapped when he took off. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

6. Everyone enjoyed the childrens party very much. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

If it belongs to more than one thing, you should make the word into a plural and then add the ‘s’: 

The kittens’ bed. The ladies’ picnic. 

 
Write the shortened form of the phrases: 

 

1. The whiskers that belonged to the cat:   The cat’s whiskers 

2. The books that belonged to the pupils:   ...……………………………………………. 

3. The toys that belong to the babies:   ...……………………………………………. 

4. The cheese that belonged to the mice:   ...……………………………………………. 

5. The staffroom that belonged to the teachers:  ...……………………………………………. 

 
To show omission: I am → I’m 
 
Write the shortened version of the words: 
 
I will   ...……………………………………………. 

Can not  ...……………………………………………. 

Will not  ...……………………………………………. 

Have not  ...……………………………………………. 



 
 

Did not  ...……………………………………………. 

Should have  ...……………………………………………. 

Would have   ...……………………………………………. 

Could have  ...……………………………………………. 

Who is  ...……………………………………………. 

We are  ...……………………………………………. 

 

They’re 
A contracted (shortened) version of they are.  If you used they're, will the sentence 

still make sense if you replace it with they are? If so, you're on the right track! 

Their  
When you are talking about something that someone owns. It means belonging to 

them. 

There Use this when you don’t mean either of the other two.  Think of it as a default! 

Fill in the blank with the correct spelling from the list of three above:  

1. ………………… going to the funfair but ………………… not sure what rides to go on yet. 

2.  ………………… house is amazingly beautiful but ………………… incredibly rude!  

3. She couldn’t collect her boots from the cupboard as ………………… was a gigantic spider in 

………………… 

4. This is ………………… ball of green string and ………………… going to build a helicopter with 

it.  

5. Please go over ………………… and speak to Mrs. Smith about the topic. When you have 

finished, ask group two if you can borrow ………………… pencils.  

 

You’re 
A contracted version of you are.  If you used you’re, will the sentence still make 

sense if you replace it with you are? If so, you're on the right track! 

Your  It means belonging to you. 

 

Fill in the blank with the correct spelling from the list of three above:  

1. ………………… going to love today’s lesson. 

2. Take ………………… shoes off in the house. ………………… always getting mud on the 

carpet. 

3. Don’t forget …………………toothbrush. 

4. Have you completed …………………homework?  If not, ………………… going to be in trouble! 

5. Congratulations, ………………… a winner! 

 



 
 

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

couple 

people 

purple 

example 

multiple 

 
 
Challenge five:  
Inference (non-fiction) 
Annotate the picture with observations and/or questions. 

 

 
 

 

Look at the definitions of the three words and write them out: 

 

Infer / inferring / inference: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Are these newspapers? 

Why have they been kept? 



 
 

Implicit: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Explicit: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Read each paragraph and answer the questions; choose the most appropriate inference by 

highlighting the correct inference: 

Paragraph  Inference 

Polly watched as her new next-door neighbours 
moved in. She observed a tall man carrying a 
bicycle and a kayak into the garage. She also saw 
a young woman carrying a surfboard through the 
front door. 

Polly can infer that...  
a) her new neighbours are elderly.  
b) her new neighbours have several 

children.  
c) her new neighbours like to spend time 

outdoors.  
d) her new neighbours are kind and 

generous. 

Alexander arrived at his grandmother's house at 
ten o'clock at night. He saw her car in the driveway 
and the front door was open. The window was lit 
with a blue-flickering light. 
  

Alexander can infer that...  
a) his grandmother was reading a book.  
b) his grandmother was not home.  
c) his grandmother was watching 

television.  
d) his grandmother was sleeping. 

 

  



 
 

Look at the infographic about cats.  What impressions do you get about cats? Include your 

evidence (a quotation/statistic): 

 

 

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

echoes 

heroes 

potatoes 

tomatoes 

volcanoes 

 
 

Impression #1 

Impression #2 



 
 

Challenge six:  
Subject and predicate 
 

The complete subject of a sentence 

describes who or what the sentence is about. It 

includes a noun or pronoun and all describing 

words.  

The man with the red tie skated to work. 

The simple subject is the main noun in the 

subject.  

The man with the red tie skated to work. 

The complete predicate of a sentence tells 

what the subject does or is. It includes a verb 

and all other details that describe what is going 

on.  

The man with the red tie skated to work. 

The simple predicate (verb) is the main verb 

in the predicate that tells what the subject 

does. 

 The man with the red tie skated to work. 

 

 

 
Choose a complete subject from the box to add to the complete predicate: 

A big spider A buzzing bee My notebook 

A grey dolphin My mother My wardrobe 

The houseplant The eye doctor The space alien 

 

1. …………………………….. looked for nectar in the flower. 

2. …………………………….. has a lot of clothes in it. 

3. …………………………….. checked my vision. 

4. …………………………….. needs soil, water and sunlight. 

5. …………………………….. landed the UFO. 

6. …………………………….. jumped in and out of the sea. 

7. …………………………….. was upset a broke her favourite vase. 

8. …………………………….. is filled with stories that I wrote. 

9. …………………………….. spun a web across the doorway. 

Circle the simple subject and underline the simple predicate: 

1. The horse ran in the field. 2. Most birds can fly. 

3. English is my favourite subject.  
4. The people in the house were having a 

party. 

5. Mum asked me to go to the shop. 6. The glittering sea lapped on the shore. 

7. Girls who misbehave will be on report. 8. Mrs Phillips is Head of Year 7. 

9. The white-haired lady walked with a stick. 10. Polly is a beautiful cat. 



 
 

Say whether the underlined words are a: complete subject, complete predicate, simple 

subject, or simple predicate.  

1. I saw that move last night.     …………………………………… 

2. Amy’s younger sister came over to play today.  …………………………………… 

3. Ben received a text message on his phone.   ……………………………………  

4. The captain of the boat docked in in the harbour.  …………………………………… 

5. My homework booklet is sometimes tricky.   …………………………………… 

Create your own sentences and label the parts as denoted in the boxes: 

Sentence one: 

complete subject 

Sentence two: 

Simple subject 

Sentence three: 

simple predicate 

Sentence four: 
simple predicate 
complete subject 

Sentence five: 
complete predicate 

simple subject 

 

Write your own definitions (in your own words) for the four terms: 

Complete subject: Simple subject: 

Complete predicate: Simple predicate: 

 

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

climb 

comb 

crumb 

limb 

numb 

tomb 

thumb 



 
 

Challenge seven: Nouns and pronouns 

Common nouns are 
the words used to 
name qualities and 
categories of people, 
animals, places and 
things. 
Common nouns don’t 
start with a capital 
letter. 
Examples: beauty, 
teacher, giraffe, park. 
 

Proper nouns are the 
specific names given to 
people, places or things 
that give them their 
unique identity.  
Proper nouns always 
start with a capital 
letter. 
Examples: Blackpool 
Zoo, Wayne Rooney, 
Broughton High School. 
 

Collective 
nouns refer to 
a group or 
collection of 
people or 
things. 
Examples: 
team, family, 
swarm, 
committee. 

 

Abstract nouns 
refer to qualities, 
feelings or things 
that you cannot 
touch, see or 
hear. 
Examples: 
kindness, joy, 
fear, mystery, 
truth. 
 

Concrete 
nouns are the 
opposite of 
abstract nouns 
and name 
things that you 
can touch, see 
or hear. 
Examples: 
pencil, cloud, 
water, smoke, 
footballer. 

 

Sort the nouns in the box into the correct column (some might appear in more than one): 

baby 
Holton Road 
herd 
sea 
Mr Bean 

jealousy 
team 
opinion 
Buckingham 
Palace 

street 
joy 
family 
Boxing Day 
hatred 

horse 
pack 

 

Common  Proper Collective Concrete  Abstract  

 
Pronouns 
 
A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun. 

For example: 

The children played in the park. The children came home early. 

                                                       ↓ 

The children played in the park. They came home early. 

Change the pink words into a pronoun. 

1. Michael was late for school and Michael ………… was going to get into trouble! 

2. Sarah was going to Gran’s house for tea and Sarah ………… was very excited. 

3. The kittens were very playful all morning and now the kittens ………… were tired. 

4. Gemma and I were swimming yesterday and Gemma and I …………swam fifty lengths 

together. 

 



 
 

There are nine different types of pronouns: 
Reflexive, relative, reciprocal, interrogative, demonstrative, intensive, indefinite, personal, 
possessive 
 
Complete the table: 

Type of 
pronoun 

Definition Examples Example sentence 

Reflexive   Myself, 
yourself, 
himself, itself 

 

 Pronouns that are used to relate 
to the subject mentioned earlier 
in the sentence 

Whom, that, 
which, whose 

 

That cat is the one with which I 
arrived. 

Interrogative Pronouns that are used only in 
relation to a question. 

 Which pen belongs to you? 

Indefinite  All, everyone, 
everybody 

 

 Pronouns used to refer to a 
mutual set of people. 

 We need to help one another 
survive. 

 These pronouns answer the 
question ‘which one’. 

 Those books belong to me 

Possessive  My, mine, 
yours 

 

Intensive  These pronouns are only used 
for emphasis on the subject. 

 You, yourself need to go to the 
police station. 

   Mark is the student who failed 
the test. 

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

happened 

opened 

ripened 

imaginary 

secondary 

library 

ordinary 

temporary

 
 
 



 
 

Challenge eight:  
 
Prepositions 

What are prepositions and when do I use them? Rules: A preposition is a word that joins a noun to 

the rest of a sentence. It explains where the noun is. The bag was on the table. The girl walked 

under the scaffolding. It sat among the bushes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A preposition shows the relation of one object or phrase to another 

Read the following sentences carefully and add the correct from the list:

next 

up 

near 

under 

in 

down 

beside 

above 

on 

by 

over 

behind 

in front of 

across 

between 

against 

through 

into 

 

List all of the different 

prepositions you can see in the 

picture, e.g.: 

The cat is next to the ball of the 

wall. 



 
 

 

1. A helicopter flew ……………….. my street today. 

2. It took the little boy a while to get ……………….. the stairs. 

3. My keys are ……………….. the table. 

4. My slippers are ……………….. the bed. 

5. That bus drives ……………….. my house. 

6. The bird flew ……………….. into the air. 

7. The car is parked ……………….. the garage. 

8. The chef walked ……………….. the kitchen. 

9. The dog hid ……………….. its owner. 

10. The ladder was leaning ……………….. the wall 

11. The little girl climbed ……………….. bed. 

12. The man parked his bike ……………….. the shop. 

13. The man sat ……………….. to me on the bus. 

14. The menu was displayed ……………….. the counter. 

15. The motorbike drove carefully ……………….. two big lorries. 

16. The remote control is ……………….. the TV. 

17. The teacher stood ……………….. her desk. 

18. The woman walked ……………….. the road. 

 

 

 

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

uncertain 

unfriendly 

unknown 

untrue 

unfair 

unwell 



 
 

Challenge nine:  
 
Word classes (verbs) 
Match up the word classes to their definitions: 

Noun  Takes the place of a noun – he, she, it they 

Verb  Describes a noun – grumpy Miss Banks, red door 

Adjective  An object – a place, person or thing – Miss Banks, 

Barry, door, herd 

Adverb  A word that describes an action (an action or a 

being word) – to talk, to be, to laugh  

Preposition  Describes how the verb is done – walk quickly, 

stand quietly – lots end in ‘ly’ 

 

Pronoun  Describes where something is – on, under, 

nearby, next to, at the front 

 

VERBS and ADVERBS 

In each sentence, circle the verb and underline the adverb. Then come up with a synonym 

and antonym for each adverb.  You can use a thesaurus for this activity. 

Sentence synonym antonym 

He quickly changed his mind. 
  

The dog tugged playfully on the rope. 
  

Tearfully, the child asked for a plaster. 
  

The telephone rang loudly. 
  

The firemen bravely put out the fire. 
  

The cat slept peacefully on the mat. 
  

The teacher spoke angrily. 
  

 

VERBS 

am   is   are   was   were - followed by the present or the past participle 

For example: 

I am going to the park. ( am = verb to be; going = present participle) 

I was beaten by a better player.(was =verb to be; beaten = past participle)  

 

 



 
 

Circle the verb ‘to be’ and the underline present participle: 

1. I am reading my book.  

2. You are talking too loudly  

3. He is eating his lunch.  

4. She is washing her face.  

5. They were going home.  

6. We were playing on the lawn.  

7. Ellie and Zoe were singing out of tune.  

8. Emily and Maddy were singing in the choir.  

9. She was not working hard.  

10.They are coming home with us. 

 

VERB AGREEMENT 

Find and fix the mistakes. Review each sentence and look for errors in subject verb 

agreement. Write out the correct sentence in full.  

1. She walk to the market.      ………………………………………………… 

2. The cats meows when he is hungry.    ………………………………………………… 

3. My favourite book are Green Eggs and Ham.  ………………………………………………… 

4. Ten minutes are enough time to get there.   ………………………………………………… 

5. They was late for their appointment.    ………………………………………………… 

6. All of them is going to the parade.   ………………………………………………… 

7. The boys are going to theirs school.   ………………………………………………… 

8. The rest of the children was playing hopscotch. ………………………………………………… 

9. Let’s has beans on toast for tea.   ………………………………………………… 

10. The school were closed down last year.  ………………………………………………… 

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

awake 

asleep 

aloud 

around 

alike 

along 

across 

 
 



 
 

Challenge ten:  
Verb tenses 

Fill in the verb table: 

eat   ate eaten 

go goes going   

take     

blow     

 

Circle the verb that shows the past tense in each sentence below. 
1. They were very excited at the funfair. 

2. The hamburger was enough for him. 

3. Although it was rainy, I went outside.  

4. The wind blew so hard that some trees fell in the garden. 

5. They had many tests that week; consequently they were very tired. 

Now copy out the whole sentence and change each one so that the sentences are in 

present tense: 

1. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..… 

Identify where the tense shifts incorrectly from past to present or vice versa by copying out 

the sentence correctly: 

1. She caught the ball then throws it to her teammate.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. The bridge was still open then, and I was up there one day mowing the grass alongside the 

road, just minding my own business, when I see something moving out of the corner of my eye. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 
 

3. The camping trip began well enough. We packed carefully and arrived at our campsite in 

plenty of time to get our tent and supplies set up. That’s when things start to go wrong. 

Jim points toward a clump of bushes and cries, “Did you see that?” 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Look at the pictures and write at least three sentences about what is happening/has 

happened.  Remember to stay in the same tense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

additionally 

moreover 

likewise 

contrast 

similarly 

however 

therefore 

 

  



 
 

Challenge eleven 
 
Summarising 
Read the extracts and then answer the following questions. 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

As part of your child's studies for GCSE English Literature, s/he is studying the play 'Much Ado About 

Nothing' by William Shakespeare. This play is about to enter the final weeks of its long run in Stratford-

upon-Avon and the school has booked tickets for students to see it on Monday, 22 May. 

The play is being staged at The Swan Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon, and tickets are £12.50 including 

travel. Students will need to meet at the front of the school at 5.30pm to meet staff and board the coach. 

The play begins at 7.30pm and lasts for approximately 2 hours. The coach will return students to the school 

at around 11.00pm where they will need to be met or, as long as agreed beforehand, make their own way 

home. 

 

1. What is the purpose of this trip? 

a) To see Much Ado About Nothing 
b) To see Macbeth 
c) To learn about Stratford-upon-Avon 

 

 

 

2. At what time of day will the trip take place? 

a) 1pm until 3pm 
b) 5.30am until 1a1am 
c) 7.30pm until 11pm 

 

 

 

This room was my mother's pride and joy. Its brilliant white curtains always smelt fresh and 

the mahogany furniture was always highly polished, as was the wooden floor. My sister and 

I spent many hours polishing that room from as far back as I can remember. We had to do 

the polishing before we left for school each day. The comfortable wooden chairs in the room 

were draped with crisp white headrests and the round table, which we ate from on Sundays 

and other special occasions, had a doiley in its centre, on which sat a glass of glorious fresh 

flowers. These were from our small front garden which was full of exotic, sweet-smelling 

flowers and shrubs such as the beautiful flame-red hibiscus which seemed to attract swarms 

of exquisite butterflies and hovering hummingbirds, in search of the nectar. 

The room is kept for special occasions, but it is still a pleasant place to be. 

 

1. What piece of information shows the contrast between the formality and the comfort of the 

room? 

a) It was highly polished but had comfortable wooden chairs. 

b) It had oak furniture but they ate there every day. 

c) It had a small front garden filled with Daffodils. 

 

Write the correct statements out in full below each question: 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

2. What information tells us that this room is well cared for? 

a) Its curtains always smelt fresh. 

b) The carpet was cleaned every week. 

c) I always smelt of potpourri. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

This was the worst nightmare yet.  

He was standing with his back pressed against a smooth wall cold as ice. The cold nibbled 
at his buttocks and legs; it ran up and down the knobbles of his spine, making him shiver; 

it invaded his lungs so he could hardly breathe; he felt he had been shivering a long time. 

His head was drooping as if it weighed a ton, but it was held up by a sharp band around his 
throat that was almost choking him. He tried to reach up and tear the band away, but 

there were sharp bands round his wrists as well. He tried to move his feet, but there were 
more cold, sharp bands around his ankles. 

'Urn Burial' - Robert Westall 

 

 

1. What’s the best summary of this extract? 

a) A description of a man who has captured someone. 

b) A description of the experience of captured man. 

c) An explanation of prison life. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

The two lions lay on their backs in the shade of the acacia tree, their massive paws limp and relaxed. 

We had been watching them for 20 minutes when the male slowly stood up, stretched, and padded 

over to a clearing. He began to roar. It was a deep, heart-stopping roar which echoed along the 

ancient African valley. It was an announcement that he, Raffi, had arrived and it was his territory 

now. Slowly he turned to his mate and lay peacefully beside her. It was quiet once more. 

It was a dramatic contrast to my first encounter with them on a Tenerife rooftop in 1994. That image 

of two thin, grubby lions pacing back and forth in their tiny cage is forever etched on my memory. 

The corrugated iron roof turned the cage into an oven. Without a water bowl in sight, the only 

features in the cage were an old rubbish bin and narrow sleeping shelves with nails sticking out. For 

five years Raffi and Anthea had mentally survived in these conditions - how? I never believed I would 

one day see them in their ancestral home. 

'Fly Away Home' - Tricia Holford 

 

1. What’s the best summary of this extract? 

a) A description of lions in captivity. 

b) A description of lions in their habitat. 

c) A description of lions in two habitats; natural and captive 

 



 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity. Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

behind 

beneath 

below 

beside 

between 

beyond 

because 

before 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Challenge twelve:  
 
National reading test practice 
 

Read the text below. 

 

One sunny Sunday morning, Paul decided to go for a bike ride.  He called his two 

friends, Jo and Rhys, and agreed to meet them in the park for lunch.  Paul did not want 

to hurt himself if he fell off his bike, so he put on his elbow-pads and helmet and got 

ready to go.  He shouted to his brother, Haydon, that he was leaving and waved to 

Jayne, his sister.  He whistled goodbye to Bob, the dog, and pedalled away up the street. 

 

Who did Paul arrange to meet? 

Tick two. 

Jo [ ]    Anne [ ]   Rhys  [ ] 

Becky [ ]    Bob  [ ] 

 

Look at the text in the box below. 

Underline one word that tells you where Paul was going to meet his friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

Find and copy two things that Paul wore to keep safe on his bike. 

 

1. …………………………………………… 

2. …………………………………………… 

 

Put ticks to show which statements are true and which are false. 

 

 True False 

Paul went to meet his friends for lunch.   

This story took place on Monday.   

Paul had a sister called Jayne.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One sunny Sunday morning, Paul decided to go for a bike ride.  He called his two 

friends, Jo and Rhys, and agreed to meet them in the park for lunch.   



 
 

 

 

Put these events in order by numbering them from 1 to 5.  Once has been done for you. 

 

Paul cycled away.     ........... 

Paul called his friends.    ........... 

Paul waved to his sister.    ........... 

Paul decided to go out in the sunshine.  .....1.... 

Paul put on his safety helmet.   ........... 

 

Draw three lines to show how Paul said goodbye to each of the following. 

 

whistled  Haydon 

shouted  Jayne 

waved  Bob 

 

 

Choose the best word or group if words to fit the passage ad tick your choices. 

 

The weather was… 

 

rainy  [ ] 

sunny  [ ] 

windy  [ ] 

snowy  [ ] 

 

…and Paul wanted to go for a… 

 

swim  [ ] 

boat ride [ ] 

walk  [ ] 

bike ride [ ] 

 
Spellings 

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to 

help you learn these words: 

cried 

hurried 

dried 

worried 

fried 

married 

buried 



 
 

 

Challenge thirteen:  
 
Commas 

LISTING 

Take out the extra ands and put in the commas.  Copy out the whole sentence. 

1. The packet contained red and blue and green and yellow felt tips.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Some welsh football players are Robson-Kanu and Bale and Ramsey and Chester and Vockes.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Violins and recorders and drums and guitars were all set out in the music room.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Britain is made up of Wales and England and Wales and Northern Ireland.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. The tube was full of purple and green and yellow and red Smarties.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. George had sandwiches and crisps and chocolate and cakes in his packed lunch box.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. Leah had invited Alex and Josh and Matthew and Oliver and Denum and Danielle to her 

birthday party.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8. The children loved it at the zoo. They saw monkeys and hippos and tigers and lions and a big 

polar bear.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

PARENTHETICAL COMMAS  

A parenthesis is an extra bit of information added into a sentence. This piece of information is kept 

separate from the main sentence by putting commas around it. 

For example: My aunt, my Mum’s oldest sister, is coming to stay. 

The part of the sentence between the commas can be left out and the sentence will still make 

sense. 

 

 



 
 

Are the commas in the correct place in these sentences? Tick or cross. Correct the 

incorrect ones. 

1. The dog, an old black poodle, ran across the road. 

2. The, young man, walked quickly down the road. 

3. The boy who, wore a green hat, kicked the ball. 

4. The girl, in the sparkly dress, bought the cake. 

5. The black cat, that wore a diamond collar, walked under the ladder.    

Add parenthetical commas to this paragraph.  Copy it accurately adding in the commas. 

Mrs. Mandy the Year 6 teacher was very happy. She had nearly finished marking the test which 

her class had taken that morning when the door banged open. John the smallest boy in the class 

rushed in shouting. John trying not cry shouted “Miss, Miss he pushed me.” Mrs. Mandy with a 

backward glance at the papers stood up and walked out the room with John. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Put the following into nine sentences, using commas to denote the ‘extra information’: 

John the small girl the class teacher 

Susan waving a flag wearing red shoes 

Sara marked all the maths books rand down the road 

Abdulla using a calculator played skipping 

Dean scored the winning goal. cheered the team 

Hannah using a whistle the footballer 

Aisha answered the door answered all the sums. 

 

1. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Spellings 

Spend 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to help 

you learn these words: 

gnat 

gnome 

gnarl 

design 

reign 

sign 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Challenge fourteen:  
 
Sentence combining 
 

Combine the following sentences with a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, 
yet, so). Write out each sentence with the correct coordinating conjunction. 

1)  She went to work.  She did not want to go. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2)  The scientists trained him well.  They helped him find a job when his training was through. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3)  Polar bears are fierce, territorial animals.  Grizzly bears are the same. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4)  Mark told me not to come with him.  He looked longingly at me as I left. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5)  I will not give in to you.  I will not let you push me around. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6)  He loves to drive during the day.  They will let him drive before 9pm. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7)  My cat was hungry.  It had not eaten since breakfast. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8)  They couldn’t think of anything better to do.  They decided to baby-sit for the family. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

9)  A book can be a lot of fun to read.  A book can be boring. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

10)  That movie looks great!  I would love to come see it with you. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Combine the following sentences with a subordinating conjunction (after all, although, 
because, before, however, therefore). 

11)  They made plans to go.  They ended up not being able to make it. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

12)  Some say that dogs are friendlier than cats.  Cats can also be extremely loving. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

13)  What we’ve accomplished is a milestone.  Let’s raise our glasses for a toast. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
 

14)  Dr. Johnson ate a big meal.  He went to work afterward. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

15)  I simply cannot get out of bed.  I am too tired. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

16)  Don’t give me a hard time.  We’ve been close friends for so long. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

17)  We don’t believe the way you do.  Our culture is very different from yours. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

18)  I can’t believe that you would do something so crazy.  If I were you I might do the same. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

19)  The two weren’t always this close.  When she died, they became closer. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

20)  I refused to talk about it.  I was put in jail. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The following sentences share either the same subject or the same verb.  Combine the 
sentences however you can. 

21)  Mr. Brown walked to the store.  His pet monkey Ralph walked along with him. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

22)  The cactus is thirsty.  The cactus is not getting enough sunlight. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

23)  My mug was in the cupboard.  My mug is no longer in the cupboard. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

24)  Drew’s dog jumped into the air.  Janine’s dog jumped into the air as well. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

25)  The book fell to the floor.  It opened to a page I had never read before. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Spellings 

Spend 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to help 

you learn these words: 

caught 

daughter 

naughty 

taught 

condemn 

autumn 

column 

solemn 

hymn 

 



 
 

Challenge fifteen:  
 
Sequencing 
 

Read the following sentences below.  Put them in the most suitable order by numbering 

them 1 to 4. 

 

1.  Bake the cookies for 10 minutes   …….. 

Place the cookies on a baking tray.  …….. 

Mix all the ingredients together.   …….. 

Prepare a shopping list of cookie ingredients. …….. 

 

2. I don’t want to eat pizza again for a long time. …….. 

 I ate ten slices of pizza.    …….. 

 Late that night, I got sick.    …….. 

 I felt very full.      …….. 

Read the passage in the box then answer the questions that follow. 

As a child, Clara Barton did farm and household chores on the family’s North Oxford, 

Massachusetts farm. Caring for her bedridden brother David and sick neighbors prepared Barton 

for nursing during the Civil War. She also did bookkeeping in the family mill, operated looms, and 

tutored the workers’ children. 

          At 17, Barton became a teacher in North Oxford, MA. In Bordentown, NJ, she established 

the state’s first free public school. Civil War and American Red Cross's work followed. Barton later 

established the American Red Cross’s Department of First Aid for the Injured. It taught basic 

emergency preparedness and first aid care to lay people. 

           After resigning from the American Red Cross in 1904, Barton organized The National First 

Aid Association of America. This program taught emergency preparedness and first aid response 

to the masses. Barton noted that “the work of the association will be along the same lines as those 

followed by the Red Cross Society, except that it will deal with smaller rather than the great 

calamities of life.” She affirmed, “It is a deplorable weakness of a great people, that they do not 

know how, in an emergency, to care for the injured.” “The first aid is something to which everyone 

should belong. Everyday in shops & mills there is some horrible accident, & if there is somebody 

on hand who knew just what to do & how to act, a great deal of good might be done.” 

          Mill, factory and railroad workers attended First Aid Association lectures. Classes were 

conducted at YMCAs and public schools. Fire brigades received training. It was a valuable 

community service program. Although the American Red Cross originally snubbed the program, by 

1910, it offered classes. Barton saw no benefit in competing with the American Red Cross and 

declared, “It must grow. I want it to, it is my planting. I should rejoice the crop no matter who 

harvests it.” The American Red Cross still provides this training today.



 
 

What does the first paragraph of the passage discuss? 

Barton’s childhood [ ]    Barton’s teaching career [ ] 

Barton’s work with the Red Cross [ ]  Barton’s lasting impact [ ] 

What does the third paragraph of this passage discuss? 

Barton’s childhood [ ]    Barton’s teaching career [ ] 

Barton’s work with the Red Cross [ ]  Barton’s work after the Red Cross [ ] 

How does the final paragraph of the passage relate to the one before it? 

It discusses what Barton did next.     [ ] 

It discussed the impact of Barton’s classes.   [ ] 

It discusses what Barton did before creating the class.  [ ] 

It discusses how Barton kept working with the Red Cross. [ ] 

Fill in the chart below, summarising the main idea of each paragraph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spellings 

Spend 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to help 

you learn these words: 

concern 

eastern 

lantern 

modern 

cavern 

pattern 

  



 
 

Challenge sixteen:  
Fact and opinion

 



 
 

Look at the text on the previous page.  Write down five facts you learn and five opinions 

you discover. 

Facts Opinions  

1 
 
 
2 
 
 
3 
 
 
4 
 
 
5 

1 
 
 
2 
 
 
3 
 
 
4 
 
 
5 

 

Think of somewhere you have visited.  Write a short paragraph (at least five sentences) for 

a travel brochure that includes facts and opinions.  Remember to use all of your writing 

powers. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Spellings 

Spend 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to help 

you learn these words: 

assessment 

possession 

parallel 

necessary 

interrupt 

embarrass 

 
 



 
 

Challenge seventeen: 
 
Literary analysis 

Read the passage below form Roald Dahl’s Boy.  What impression do you get of Mrs 

Pratchett?  How does the writer create these impressions?  Use evidence from the text to 

support your ideas. 

Her name was Mrs. Pratchett. She was a small skinny old hag with a moustache on 

her upper lip and a mouth as sour as a green gooseberry. She never smiled. She never 

welcomed us when we went in. By far the most loathsome thing about Mrs. Pratchett 

was the filth that clung about her. Her apron was grey and greasy. Her blouse had 

bits of breakfast all over it, toast-crumbs and tea stains and splotches of dried egg 

yolk. It was her hands, however, that disturbed us most. They were disgusting. They 

were black with dirt and grime. They looked as though they had been putting lumps 

of coal on the fire all day long. The mere sight of her grimy right hand with its black 

fingernails digging an ounce of Chocolate Fudge out of the jar would have caused a 

starving tramp to go running from the shop. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Spellings 

Spend 15 minutes on this activity.  Use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to help 

you learn these words: 

character 

formal 

informal 

describe 

description 

repetition 

  



 
 

Spelling Strategies  
 

Sounding out the word: Sound the word out little by little. If it sounds wrong, try changing the 

vowel sound from long to short or vice versa. Long or short? Definite – long – de/fine/it (fine as in 

fine day) - short – de/fin/it (fin as in shark’s fin)  

 

Mnemonics: Make a phrase or a sentence up about a word that you have difficulty spelling. 

Because – big elephants can always understand small elephants. Believe – believe has a lie in it. 

Parliament – I am parliament Affect/effect – Raven – Remember, affect = verb, effect = noun. Hear 

– you hear with your ear. Aloud – a loud noise is always heard. Separate – there is a rat in 

separate.  

 

Picture words: Create pictures from the syllables = un / der / foot  

 

Highlight helper: Colour in tricky parts of the word – Wednesday, colour.  

 

Say it as you spell it: Wed/nes/day, fav/our, dis/tinc/tion (dis tinc tee on). This technique helps 

with picture words.  

 

Chanting’s the charm: Chant or sing the word. Mississippi = Mrs I, Mrs SS I, Mrs SS I, Mrs PP I. 

Your voice could become louder, higher pitched, deeper, sad, happy or a silly voice. You could 

make the tone of your voice similar to the meaning of the word e.g. growl the word furious.  

 

Rap a rhyme: Choose words which rhyme with the one you want in order to help you spell it 

correctly: flower, tower, power - be careful, as flour is said like flower, but spelt differently.  

 

Post-it aplenty: Write any new vocabulary down on post-it notes and stick them on the furniture 

which you use every day e.g. a wall, mirror or door. Your eyes will take in the word without you 

realising.  

 

Copy Look Cover Write Check: Copy the correct spelling out onto a page, look at the word and 

memorise it by using the above strategies. Then cover the word and write it down. Uncover the 

original and check your spelling.  

 

Read more at home: The more you read, the more you will come across new words which will 

broaden your knowledge. You will take on board spellings and new vocabulary which you can look 

up in the dictionary. Try reading aloud to yourself or someone else and use the above strategies to 

help you with any tricky words.  

 

Dictionary Delight: Dictionaries are there to help and they have the correct spelling. Sound out 

the word and break it up into syllables. Think of the different letter combinations which might make 

that syllable sound. 



 
 

Poetry Appreciation 

 

Highlight and annotate the following poem using the questions below. 

•  

• What is the poem about? 

• Who is speaking? 

• How is it written?  

 

Find examples of the following techniques.  If you do not know what the techniques are, look them 

up in a dictionary: 

 

Simile   Metaphor  Personification  Alliteration  Rhyme 

Assonance  Rhythm  Repetition     Use of punctuation 

 

Answer these questions about the poem also: 

 

• What tone has been created?  Tone is how a text SOUNDS, which could be a joyful tone, a 

depressing tone, a humorous tone etc. 

• Why has it been written?  What point is the poet making? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The title of this poem is:  Geography Lesson 

 

Our teacher told us one day he would leave 

And sail across a warm blue sea 

To places he had only known from maps, 

And all his life had longed to be. 

The house he lived in was narrow and grey 

But in his mind's eye he could see 

Sweet-scented jasmine clinging to the walls, 

And green leaves burning on an orange tree. 

He spoke of the lands he longed to visit, 

Where it was never drab or cold. 

I couldn't understand why he never left, 

And shook off the school's stranglehold. 

Then halfway through his final term 

He took ill and never returned, 

And he never got to that place on the map 

Where the green leaves of the orange trees burned. 

The maps were redrawn on the classroom wall; 

His name was forgotten, it faded away. 

But a lesson he never knew he taught 

Is with me to this day. 

I travel to where the green leaves burn 

To where the ocean's glass-clear and blue, 

To all those places my teacher taught me to love 

But which he never knew.  

By Brian Patten 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Review your Progress 
Look back through your booklet and consider: 

 

 
What has been the most useful task and why? 

What can you do now that you couldn’t do at the start of the year? Prove it here: 

What do you still need to work on in Year 8?  

What strategies will you use to help you? 

 


