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CHALLENGE ONE:
HOMOPHONES

Homophones are words that sound the same but have different meanings
and often different spellings.

Write a homophone for each of the words below, thinking carefully about your spelling.
Also, look closely at each word as some of them have more than one option:

dear

red

to

their

saw




led

write

Choose the correct words from the brackets and copy out the correct sentence below.

1. The girls could not (hear/here) (weather/whether) she was following behind them or

(not/knot).

5. Rachel wants to (buy/bye/by) a (hew/knew) (pair/pear) of shoes when she gets paid on

Friday.



For each of these words, write down what they mean.

prey pray
caught court
pane pain
knight night
boy buoy
hair hare
time thyme
our hour
ball bawl
medal meddle
aloud allowed
metal mettle

Spellings




Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

although always normally usually
almost also officially

already actually originally

CHALLENGE TWO:

TOPIC SENTENCES

Read the paragraph.

My favourite drink is tea and | drink a lot of it. | always have tea in

Look at the underlined sentence.| the morning for breakfast. | make a pot of tea and then | drink it all to
This is a topic sentence. myself. Sometimes | have another pot before lunch. At four o’clock, |
make a cup of mint tea. Mint tea is good for waking up and studying.

Tick the correct information about topic sentences:
[] at or near the start of a paragraph.

[] at or near the end of a paragraph.

[] the main idea of the paragraph.

[] a small detail from the paragraph.

[] one or two words.

[] a complete sentence.

Read the paragraphs and copy out the topic sentences below:

1. I'would like to tell you about my uncle. His name is Juma and he is thirty-nine years old. He
is my father’s youngest brother. | really like Uncle Juma because he is very kind and very
funny. He also tells us interesting stories about the places he visits.

2. |love football! I loved football when | was a small boy, and | love it now. My favourite team
is Manchester United. | go to see our local club team every weekend, and now | play for the
college three times a week.



3. | like most types of books. However, the books | enjoy the most are travel books. | like
reading about different countries and the famous places there. When | go on holiday, |
always buy lots of books about the place | am visiting. Travel books help you to understand
a place.

Read the paragraphs. Write the number of the topic sentences next to the correct
paragraph. Write TS where the top sentence should go in the paragraph.

Topic sentences

1. I lived in a small town when | was a child.

2. When | have my own children, | want to move to a small town.
3. The town | live in is very small.

4. There are two main advantages of living in a small town.

Paragraph A: Topic sentence ......

First, you know everyone and everyone knows you. This helps you to feel safe, and it is friendlier.
Secondly, it is quiet and there are fewer cars. This means there is less pollution than in a big town
or city.

Paragraph B: Topic sentence ......

It was a very nice place to live then. Now it is much bigger than before. More people live there and
some big businesses opened offices there. My parents still live there but they say it was better in
the past.

Paragraph C: Topic sentence ......

There are only a few food shops and one school here. Most people go to the big city to go
shopping for clothes and gifts. There is a doctor’s but there isn’t a hospital. Again, you need to go
to the city if you need the hospital. However, our town is very nice and it has a beautiful park

Read the paragraph and tick the most suitable topic sentence.



TOPIC SENTENCES:

[] Japan is a very beautiful country. It produces many cars, such as Toyotas and

[] Japan, for example, makes computers. Nissans, which it sells all over the world. It also

[] Japan is a very important country. produces electrical goods such as televisions and
[] Japan makes cars. DVDs. Tokyo, the capital of Japan, is one of the

biggest and most modern cities in the world.

. | am goin ive my ol
Read the topic sentence. am going to give my old _
computer to my younger sister.

Write the other sentences in order below.
| need a faster one for

1. | need a new computer. university.
2 .
My computer is very slow.
S
A
Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

disappoint disorder dislike
disappear disprove

disloyal disease

CHALLENGE THREE:

PARAGRAPHS

Read the extract and and re-write it clearly indicating where a new paragraph should have
been started (there should be three paragraphs).

It was my father who decided we must have a dog, but choosing one turned out to be more difticult than
we thought. After my mother had turned down a dozen puppies, we asked ourselves if any dog, anywhere
in the world, could possibly be good enough. But, when we found it, this new puppy was to be my dog. I
had decided this. And the fact was that I didn’t want a good, noble and well-bred dog — the kind that my
mother longed for. I didn’t know what I did want, but the idea of such a dog bored me. That summer we
went to stay on an isolated farm with my father’s friend, Mr Barnes. It was night when we arrived, and an
almost tull moon floated above the farm. The land around was black and silent, except for the small
incessant noise of the crickets. The car drew up outside the farm and as the engine stopped there was the
sound of a mad, wild yapping. Behold, around the corner of the house came a small black wriggling object

that threw itself towards the car, changed course on almost touching it, and dashed oft again. “T'ake no



notice of that puppy,” said Mr Barnes. ‘It’s been stark staring mad with the moon every night this last
week.” We went into the house and were fed and looked after. I was sent upstairs so that the grown-ups
could talk freely. All the time came the mad high yapping. In my tiny bedroom I looked out onto the space
between the house and the farm buildings, and there hurtled the puppy, crazy with the joy of life, or
moonlight, weaving back and forth, snapping at its own black shadow — like a drunken moth around a
candle-flame, or like ... like nothing I've ever seen or heard of since. That, of course, was my puppy. Mr
Barnes came out of the house saying, ‘Come now, you lunatic animal... ’, almost throwing himself on the
crazy creature, which was yapping and flapping around like a fish as he carried it to its kennel. I was
already saying, like an anguished mother watching a stranger handle her child: ‘Careful now, careful, that’s
my dog.’



Answer the following questions on the passage:

Explain one impression you get of the girl’s mother from paragraph 1. Support your answer

with a quotation from this paragraph.



There are three basic parts to a paragraph.

topic sentence
Can you identify the three different parts to these

paragraphs?

supporting details
Lord Merganser loved

dinnertimes. He loved to concluding sentence

-

slurp his soup with a long W

silver spoon. He loved to feel

the soup dribble onto his James wanted to be good at football. He dribbled

tache. H tched with i
moustache. tie watched wi the ball around gateposts and trees. He practised

pleasure as it splashed down

every day. He banged the ball against the wall for
his new white shirt. He never

hours on end. The players in James’ team still
cleaned up the mess.

thought he was useless.

Now, write your own paragraph about your favourite school subject. Identify the three
different parts by highlighting or making a note. Spend at least 20 minutes on this activity.



Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

genre soliloquy vocabulary example

chorus narrator chapter writer

CHALLENGE FOUR:
INTRODUCTIONS (OPINION WRITING)

What is an essay?
e Itis a way of showing an opinion you have formed on a topic, novel or poem,;
e It shows your interpretation of ideas;
e |tis backed up with evidence from different sources.

If you were asked an essay question, how would you reply?
* You couldn’t say a whole essay in a quick Q&A session in class;
= You would give your answer in a nutshell, making a clear statement in
response to the question;
= This is what your introduction should do.

Read this example introduction. Can you see why it works so well?

Should students be given a mandatory hour of homework

every night?

The hook (gets

, I do not like going to the dentist. Every visit seems to involve
the reader’s

Connects the

attention) pain, or at least some pretty intense scraping. Why do I go, them? hook to the
actual point of
I go because even though it is uncomfortable. It is ultimately in my the essay

best interests. The same could be said for homework: no one loves

the idea, but its benetits outweigh the ‘pain’. Our school is

Uses key word considering a hour of homework each night for ever Allowing the
from title. stdering ancatoly ¢ ¢ 5 every other side their

student. It approved, some student may claim that this obligation say BRIEFLY!

in unfairly burdensome. However, I believe that this proposal

Whatyoullbe  would advance pupils’ progress as it would keep them on top of
talking about in

the essay — in their subjects,
order.

give them an incentive to learn independently, and

creative good work habits for the future.



Think about these essay titles. Write an introduction for each one, following

the template above. Spend 15-20 minutes on each introduction.
Mobile Phones: Necessity or Nuisance?



Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

evidence reference sequence
consequence presence
difference silence

CHALLENGE FIVE:
VERBAL REASONING

Which of the following is most similar in meaning to particular?

[] special [] simple [] careful [] specific [] obvious

All of the words in the box below are alike in some way. vigilant precise meticulous particular

Which of the following options could not be in the box?

[] careful [] thorough [] detailed [] perfectionistic [] hasty

In a foreign language:
MISD KUMP GOTH means MERRY CHRISTMAS DAD.
GOTH WUIM FREK KUMP means DAD IS MERRY TODAY.
KOMP WUIM FREK KUMP means MUM IS MERRY TODAY.
Which word means CHRISTMAS?

[] MISD [ GOTH [] KUMP [] WUIM [] FREK



Find the two statements that together prove that: Sandy is a country music singer.
[] Sandy sings in a band.

[] Sandy likes country music the best.

[] Difficult music such as country and classical require a strongly trained voice.

[] Sandy’s band plays country songs.

[] Sandy has attended singing lessons for many years.

AIRCRAFT is to TRANSPORT as NEWSPAPER is to:

[] typing [] publishing [] editor [] newsroom [] media

Which of the following words has a similar meaning to outgoing?

[] extroverted [] contained [] outside [] exit [] introverted

Four of the following words are alike in some way. Which is the odd word out?

[] petrified [] fearful [] terrified [] daring [] scared

Which of the following is most similar in meaning to obtain?

[] busy [] interrogate [] serious question [] acquittal [] acquire

Four of the following words are alike in some way. Which is the odd word out?

[] conventional [] peculiar [] conservative [] typical [] traditional



All of the words in the box below are alike in some way. feeling altruistic human volunteer

Which of the following options could not go in the box?

[] malevolent [] selfless [] humanitarian [] unselfish 0
generous

Which of the following words has a similar meaning to terminate?

[] use-by [] cease [] uncontinue [] maintain [] discount

Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

rhyme alliteration imagery
simile onomatopoeia

metaphor personification

CHALLENGE SIX:

INONFICTION INFERENCE

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Refer to the text to check
your answers when appropriate.

Chess is called the game of kings. It has been around for a long time. People have been playing it for
over 500 years. Chess is based on an even older game from India. The chess we play today is from Europe.

Chess is a two-player game. One player uses the white pieces. The other uses theblack pieces. Each
piece moves in a special way. One piece is called the king. Each player has one. The players take turns
moving their pieces. If a player lands on a piece, he or she takes it. The game ends when a player loses his or
her king. There are a few more rules, but those are the basics.

Some people think that chess is more than a game. They think that it makes the mind stronger. Good
chess players use their brains. They take their time. They think about what will happen next. These skills are
useful in life and in chess. Chess is kind of like a work out for the mind.

You don't always have lots of time to think when playing chess. There is a type of chess with short

time limits. It's called blitz chess. In blitz chess, each player gets ten minutes to use for the whole game.



Your clock runs during your turn. You hit the time clock after your move. This stops your clock. It also
starts the other player's clock. If you run out of time, you lose. Games of blitz chess are fast-paced.

Chess is not just for people. Computers have been playing chess since the 1970s. At first they did not
play well. They made mistakes. As time went on they grew stronger. In 1997, a computer beat the best
player in the world for the first time. It was a computer called Deep Blue. Deep Blue was big. It took up a
whole room. By 2006 a cell phone could beat the best players in the world. Chess sure has come a long way.

Don't you think so?

1. What is the author's purpose in writing the second paragraph?

a. To explain the rules of chess b. To compare different types of games
c. To talk about game pieces d. To persuade people to play chess

2. Which is not a reason that chess is a good workout for the mind according to the text?
a. Good chess players think about what will happen next.

b. Good chess players take a lot of risks.

c. Good chess players take their time.

d. Good chess players use their brains.

3. How long have people been playing chess?

a. Over 100 years b. Over 500 years

c. Over 1000 years d. Over 5000 years

4. Where did the game that chess is based on come from?

a. Europe b. America

c. India d. All of these

5. Which best describes the main idea in the fourth paragraph?

a. This paragraph argues that players should think less.

b. This paragraph explains how blitz chess is played.

c. This paragraph explains time clocks work.

d. This paragraph describes many different ways to play chess.

6. How does a game of chess end according to the text?

a. One player takes all of the other player's pieces.



b. One player makes it to the end of the board.

c. One player becomes king.

d. One player loses his or her king.

7. Which happened first?

a. Computers did not play chess well. b. Deep Blue won an important game.
c. Cell phones got good at playing chess. d. Deep Blue took up a whole room.

8. How is blitz chess different from regular chess?

a. Each player has two kings. b. Players are blindfolded.
c. Players only have ten minutes to play. d. Players start from a random position.
Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

survey surgery survivor

surface surfer surprise



CHALLENGE SEVEN:
COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES

Use a dictionary and write the definition for

1. comparative adjective

Complete the table:

Adjective Comparative adjective Superlative adjective
funny funnier funniest

shorter

happiest

quieter
good
bad
beautiful

more pleasing

most amazing

hardest

red

tough

tinier




Underline the comparative or superlative adjective, then write which one it is.
1. The noise from the train got softer as it leftthe town. ..............................
2. Our customers always tell us we make the most delicious cupcakes. ................c.oeeieiels
3. Sandals are worse than boots if you are runningarace. ....................cooeunene.
4. The flame gets hotter when the colour becomes bluer. ..................... & o

5. Polly is the prettiestcat. ...................ooil.

Read the advert. Highlight the comparatives in one colour and the superlatives in another.

.nae Spookie'st of Hoﬁd‘a\gs.

Fancy a holiday with a difierence? Come and experience a most unusual holiday at Ghostly Manor. Nothing could be more
exciling.

This sixieenth century manor is teeming with the oldest and most respecied ghosts in the county. Come and see for
yourself.

Open throughout the coldest months of the year, we ofier special weekend haunts for the more daring holiday maker. We
doubt you'll find a holiday more spine-chilling at any time of the year.

All bedrooms and fitted out to the highest standards, with creaking doors, the creepiest looking portraits and custom-built

cobwebs. They all designed so you'll have the worst night’s sleep of your life...but the best ghostly experience!

Choose one example of each and explain how they are persuasive in this advert:

Comparative:




Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

technique unique their weird

technology antique heir

CHALLENGE EIGHT:

HOW TO USE A SEMICOLON

We use a semicolon to join to closely-related independent clauses
(instead of a full stop or conjunction).

For example:

Cats are prone to hairballs SO you have to grooni ularly.
Independent clause Conjunction Independent claus ‘ _
Cats are prone to hairballs You have to groo yularly.

Independent clause Full stop Independent claus

Cats are prone to hairballs

you have to groo

ularly.

Independent clause semicolon Independent claus

Rewrite these sentences so that they include a semicolon:

1. 1 opened the box. It was empty.

Rewrite these sentences by taking out the semicolon:



1. Rats make great pets; they’re very inquisitive.

We use semicolons to separate items in a list when commas alone would
be confusing.

For example:

The school : economics, the | ; the study of : and the
specialises in study of the thought study of
three field of economy mankind.
study

Introductory Colon | Firstiteminthe @ Semicolon Nextitemin @ Semicolon Finalitem
clause list the list in the list

The school specialises in three field of study: economics, the study of the economy; the study of

thought; and the study of mankind.

Use a semicolon in the appropriate place to separate items in a list by rewriting the

following sentences.
1. The answers to the test are: 1, A 2, D 3, F and 4, B.

2. The group was composed of three young people: Mary, who was 32 years old Javier, who was

28 years old and Ming, who was 17 years old.



Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

capture texture adventure

mixture departure moisture

CHALLENGE NINE:

Determiners are words which introduce a noun.
One or more determiners can be found before a noun.
Identify the correct determiners and copy out the full sentences correctly underneath.
1. Bring me ? books | left in the garden.

[] this [] these [] that [] those

2. ? sun rises from the east.

You will be
A [] The [l An determinated

3. The doctor advised me to eat ? apple every morning.
[]a [] the [lan
4. There aren’t ? students in the library.
[] much [] many [] alot
5. | haven’t got ? pictures in my bedroom.
[] some [] much [] any
6. She gave a cookie to ? child.

[] any [] all [] every



7. I've got to solve ? maths problem before | go to bed.

[] some [] these [] this

8. My mother doesn’t drink ? coffee.

[] many [] al lot [] much

Commonly confused words: alot is NOT A WORD

A lot is a two-word phrase made up of an article (a) and a noun (lot). It many a great amount or

~ MIND = BLOWN

" ‘é‘! 4

many.
Allot is a verb meaning to distribute or assign.

Choose a lot or allot and copy out each sentence below.

1. Do you have ? of homework?



And while we’re at it...

the r ally I LITERALLY got your Q\

back, bro. —

means ACtUAlly or This

without exaggeration.

When you say “1 literally... ,” is what you are implying:
it means you're describing
something exactly as it happened;

you are being literal.

I possess your spine, bro.e__

Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

foresee forefinger foreground
forecast forehead forewarn
CHALLENGE TEN:

SUMMARISING

Summarising is using your own words to shorten a piece of text so that it includes only the
essential information. Summaries have far fewer words than the original, but they still provide a
clear indication of the main points made by the author.

The paragraphs in the following article have been labelled a-e. Read them and then choose
which sentence below best summarises each paragraph.

a) The volcano's first recorded eruption was in 1500 BC, and it is believed to have erupted about
200 times since.

b) One of the mountain's most dramatic eruptions lasted four months, from March to July of 1669.
That eruption caused great damage to surrounding areas, submerging a dozen villages in western
Catania, including the village of Nicolosi, which is currently under threat by lava from the latest
eruption.



c) But Etna's eruptive behaviour has changed over the past 400 years.

d) For nearly a century following the 1669 eruption, Etna’s output is believed to have been very
low. A flank eruption in 1755, however, brought about several years of volcanic activity, including
overflow of lava.

e) A huge eruption in 1865 was among the largest since 1669. A few weeks after the end of that
eruption, a devastating earthquake (measuring about 4.7 on the Richter scale) in the area killed
more than 70 people near the village of Macchia.

From 'Etna: the Stuff of Myths' - Tamar Shiloh (BBC News Online, July 2001)

= Description of one of the most dramatic eruptions. Paragraph ........
= Explanation of how the volcano's activity has changed Paragraph ........
= Description of a more recent, huge eruption. Paragraph ........
= When the volcano first erupted. Paragraph ........
= Statement that the volcano's activity has changed. Paragraph ........

Summarising Task

Below are some facts about the blob fish. You must rewrite them as a paragraph. The original
contains over 70 words; you are only allowed to write 35 or fewer. You must use as many of your
own words as possible.

The blobfish is a deep sea The flesh of the blobfish is primarily a gelatinous mass with a
fish of the Psycrolutidae. density slightly less than water; this allows the fish to float
Inhabiting the deep waters off above the sea floor without exnending eneregv on swimmineg.

the coasts of mainland
Australia and Tasmania, it is

The blobfish is currently facing extinction due to
rarely seen by humans.

deep-sea fishing or bottom trawling.

Firstly, you need to be using your own words so, think of other ways of saying the
following:

INNADIING o

LAY SO e



1= (o] o T =41 o 1o o P
O AEINOUS e

Now, summarise in no more than 35 words!

Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

happier funnier healthier easier

happiest funniest healthiest easiest




CHALLENGE ELEVEN:
NATIONAL READING TEST PRACTICE

Start by reading the text below

The simple yet strategic game of noughts and crosses, also known as tic-tac-toe, has been around
to fill periods of boredom for longer than you may think. It was played over 2,000 years ago in the
Roman Empire where it was called Terni Lapilli. Players just had three stones which they moved
around a grid. However, the game may date back even further as there is evidence that the
ancient Egyptians played some form of it. The classic game has survived the test of time though
and in 1952 t as the first game to be played on a computer. So next time you draw yourself a grid,

you can thank the ancient Egyptians for easing your boredom.

Find and copy another name for noughts and crosses.

What was needed to play Terni Lapilli?
Tick two.

paper

agrid

stones

[
[
a pencil []
[
a computer ]

Find and copy the phrase that tells you that noughts and crosses has remained popular for
along time.



Number these events from 1 to 4 to show the order in which they happened.
One number has been done for you,

It became the first computerised game. ...

The game was played in the Roman Empire. ........

Noughts and crosses is still played today. I S

The game was played by ancient Egyptians  .........

Put ticks to show which statements are true and which are false.

True | False

Some people play the game when they are bored.

In the Roman Empire the game was called Terni Lapilli.

It first became popular when it was made into a computer game.

Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this task and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to
help you learn these words:

eagerness fitness kindness
sickness darkness

carelessness sadness



CHALLENGE TWELVE:
CONJUNCTIONS

Choose the most suitable conjunction to fill in the gaps.

| flipped a coin into the air. It landed onits side, ...............ccooiiiiiinil. rolled into the street,

................................. a bicycle to swerve dangerously. The rider fell Ooff,

immediately collapsed. Turnips, carrots and potatoes rolled down the hill

................................. | did my best to stopthem, ................................. | could see what
was about to happen! A woman ..............cociiii . a heavy parcel was caught off
balance ...........cccooiiii, the vegetables poured over her, ...........c.coiiiiiiiinn.
she managed to stay standing - ...........ccooeieiiiiiiiinnen. she was hit by an out of control

through a pet shop window and scattering a litter of kittens, snakes and tarantulas,
................................. the woman ended up with a monkey on her head, waving its tail.

That's the way with flipping a coin: you never know if it's going to be heads

................................. tails!
with as after which while then although
but until causing because before or
There are three types of conjunctions: , correlative,

: connect similar words together. Example: and, but, nor, just

Correlative: connect similar groups of words together, but always come in pairs. Example: either
...or; both ... and

: connect two ideas with one more important than the other. Example: after, as
if, unless, until, whenever, while



Circle the conjunctions in the sentences below. Then, identify what type of conjunctions
by circling the correct word at the end of the sentence.

1. Emilio could not eat his desert until he had finished his dinner. (Coordinating, Correlative,
Subordinating)

2. Theresa ate her pecan pie on the porch whenever she could. (Coordinating, Correlative,
Subordinating)

3. Mike and Keith were best friends. (Coordinating, Correlative, Subordinating)

4. | am neither a ballerina nor a tap dancer. (Coordinating, Correlative, Subordinating)

5. The baby cried and wailed to get its mother’s attention. (Coordinating, Correlative,
Subordinating)

6. | will have both the apple pie and the pumpkin pie for desert on Thanksgiving
day. (Coordinating, Correlative, Subordinating)

7. While in the classroom, you need to keep your voice down. (Coordinating, Correlative,
Subordinating)

8. After recess, the children hurried inside. (Coordinating, Correlative, Subordinating)

9. The painting was either too wide or too tall to hang on the wall. (Coordinating, Correlative,

Subordinating)

Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this
booklet to help you learn these words:

winning stirring travelling
dialling grinning

planning referring



CHALLENGE THIRTEEN:
PROOFREADING AND EDITING

The following text is to be posted on a school website. Identify and correct the 5 errors.

ROADWORKS

We have been informed by the Counsel that extensive road works are scheduled
to take place along Llanfair Road starting on 12th October. Access to the school
sight will continue for safety reasons for staff and for visitors, but it will not be
possible for parents to park opposite the school for the duration of the road
works. | hope that this will not effect your child’s travel arrangements too

seriously and | know that we can relie on your co-operation.

Select the correct word and punctuation from the options below and copy out the passage
again accurately with the corrections.

Before achieving success as a bestselling (1) Roald Dahl was a flying ace in the Royal Air
Force during World War II. One of his earliest flights ended in a crash landing over Libya, leaving
him stranded in the desert. The incident, described by Dahl as a “monumental bash on the
___(2)__becamethe __ (3) ___ of his first published work in 1942. His chilling short stories for
adults earned several prestigious awards ___ (4)____ his books for children became some of the
best loved stories of the 20th century

1. [] childrens author, [] childrens’ author, [] children’s author. [] children’s
author,

2. [] head”, [] head”. [] head” [] head,

3. [] subject [] option [] issue [] question

4. [] but [],and [] and [] and,



The following notice has been posted on the door of the school gym. Identify and correct
three errors and copy it out correctly below.

HOCKEY

Tonights practise will take place on the playing field and not in the gym, this is because the
gym club are preparing for a competition on Saturday. Good luck!

Read the sentences below. They are taken from a job rejection letter and are in
the wrong order. Answer the questions that follow.

A. | regret to inform you that on this occasion your application has been unsuccessful.

B. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your interest in Andy’s
Supermarket and wish you every success in your future.

C. Thank you for your recent application for the post of Warehouse Manager at Andy’s
Supermarket.

D. However, we will keep your details on file and contact you should a more suitable
position become available.

Which one of these sentences should come first?

0A 0B ic 0D

Which one of these sentences should come last?

A B [1C (1D

Which of the following is an acceptable way to begin this letter?

[] Dear Mr Jenkins, [] Bob, [] Hello, [[Hey there!

Which of the following pairs of words would best fit in the sentence?



The of applicants for this position was very

[] status excellent [] quality high
[] number  various [] quality complex
Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

shoulder mouldy leisure treasure

boulder pleasure surely

CHALLENGE FOURTEEN:
APPOSITIVES

An appositive is a noun or noun phrase that renames another noun right
beside it.
For example:

Polly, the prettiest cat in world, loved her new pink collar.

Identify and underline the appositive found in each sentence.

The monkey, a nimble animal, is often found in the jungle.

Dave Lewis, a teacher at Lawson, works with many aspiring musicians.

Before you trash BoBo, your last childhood stuffed animal, consider saving it.

The coast of Africa, one of the world's largest continents, is a prosperous trading region.

Mr. Sonntag hired two new teachers, Mr. Davies and Ms. Parker.

o g bk w N ke

The fastest animal, the peregrine falcon, can travel more than 100 miles per hour at certain
times.

7. Our family visited The Smithsonian Institution, a vast network of galleries in Washington, D.C.
8. Our neighbor and his daughters, Parvi and Sonya, take walks every evening.

9. The giant plane, a Boeing 747, launched into the air.

10. The flashlight should be returned to Mark, the owner.

Rewrite the following sentences, adding appositive phrases as specified in parenthesis.
Punctuate the appositive phrases used and underline them. (Note: You can add appositives
after any noun in the sentence.) Example:

The girls went to the park. (Begin your appositive with a negation.)



Answers: The girls, not the boys, went to the park. or The girls went to the park, not the museum.

1. Tom turned the car to the left. (Begin your appositive with a negation.)

2. The smugglers took the contaminated fish to market. (Begin your appositive with the word
“fish.”)

3. The pilot ate his dessert while he was piloting the plane. (Begin your appositive with the
pronoun “something.”)

4. The students entered the talent show. (Begin your appositive with the connective word

“‘especially.”)

8. The dinner was given by the people at the church. (Begin your appositive with the connective
“mainly.”)

Combine the following sentences using appositive phrases. Remember to copy out the
combined sentences and punctuate and underline the appositives that are used.

A. The California coastline is the longest of all the states.

B. The California coastline is a national treasure.

A. The sick elephant attacked its trainer.
B. The sick elephant is the one in the third cage.

A. The careless man shot a condor.
B. The condor is the rarest bird in California.

A. The basketball players make millions of dollars a year.
B. Kobe makes millions of dollars a year. (Hint: Use a connective word.)



C. Shag makes millions of dollars a year.

Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

persuade pronoun emotive
rhetorical statistics language
tripling anecdote imperatives

CHALLENGE FIFTEEN:
SENTENCE STRUCTURE REVISION

A simple sentence is an independent clause with a subject and a verb, and it expresses one idea.
A must contain two independent clauses joined with a connective.
A must contain an independent clause and a dependent clause.

Based on this information, identify the types of sentences here:

1.Because Leah'’s coffee was too cold, she heated it in the microwave. .............................
2.Alicia'sdad soldtheoldcar. .............coceviiennn

3.The movie that Owen really likes is out on DVD NOW. .............ccccvivinnnne...

4.Scrooge was rich and Tiny Tim was poor. ..........ccvvviveinennnnn.

5.Lucy returned the computer after she noticed it was damaged. ...............cooeeennnnn.

6.Caitlin baked blueberry muffins, carrot cake, sticky toffee pudding and shortbread. ..................
7.As Sophie was bright and ambitious, she became managerinnotime. .............................
8.Tom and Martin wanted to go to Italy, because they wanted to see Venice. .................cccoevienne.
9.The little boy cried out in pain; his ear was hanging on by athread. .............................
10.When Maisie was younger, she believed in fairy tales. .................c.ooeein.

11.Barry is the best town in Wales. ..............coooiiienne




Now practise varying sentence structures for effect.

Describe this scene by following the slow writing instructions.

Sentence 1: A simple sentence with no adjectives.

Sentence 2: A sentence beginning with a subordinating conjunction.
Sentence 3: A sentence that ends in a question mark.

Sentence 4: A sentence that starts with an adverb.

Sentence 5: A sentence that uses dashes around a subordinate clause.
Sentence 6: A compound sentence that uses a semicolon.

Sentence 7: A sentence ending with an exclamation mark.

Sentence 8:A simple sentence with no adjectives.



Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

conclusion invasion division

persuasion decision explosion



CHALLENGE SIXTEEN:
TEXT PURPOSES
Remember the four text purposes:

Personal: relates to texts that are intended to satisfy an individual's personal interests, both
practical and intellectual.

: describes the reading of texts that relate to activities and concerns of the larger society.
Educational: normally involves acquiring information as part of a larger learning task.

Occupational: linked to the reader’s world of work.

Identify the text purposes:

Marmoset facts
Marmosets, whose natural habitat is the rainforest
[] personal canopies of Central and South America, are among
the world’s smallest monkeys.
[] public
A typical adult can grow up to about 20 cm (8 in), not
[ educational including its tail, and weigh up to 500 grams (1 Lb).

One of the species, the pygmy marmoset, is the

[] occupational world’s smallest monkey.

[] personal
[] public

[] educational

Health & Safety at Work Guide

GENERAL INFORMATION

[] occupational

— I §
\‘ e
John Steinbeck

[] personal

[] public

[] educational

[] occupational




[] educational

= BARRYDitictlews

[] occupational

LETTER TO A FRIEND

My Dear Friend,
[] personal

We will forver be friends, no matter what happens, promise
[l pUb“ c me that. T will be here for you thick and thin, and hopefully you
will for me. You know, you could have never befriended me, but
you let me squeeze myself into vour life, and that will always mean
[l educational so much. Repost this and tag all of you best friends, because this
might make them feel warm in the heart.
Love,

[] occupational M"

wieRevision
GCSE
Science

N

[] public :

e
( tpyreve
o o5 <7/ :
[] educatione ? )

[] occupation
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o3
<

[] personal

Spellings

Spend at least 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet
to help you learn these words:

peaceful useful faithful
colourful powerful careful

truthful harmful



CHALLENGE SEVENTEEN:
RHETORICAL DEVICES AND THE POWER OF IMAGES

Copy out correctly the acronym AARIPEFOREST. Ask if you can look the acronym up on
the internet if you need help!



For each picture;

= identify one rhetorical device (and explain its effect;
= Explain the effect of the image.

Rhetorical device:

Image:

OUR WAY OF LIFE IS RUNNING OUT
YOU CAN HELP CHANGE THAT

Rhetorical device:

Image:

CONTROL EESES
B ARNS!




Rhetorical device:

Image:

The world is Upside down.

1 million children are imprisoned. Fight for children's rights at savethechildren.org

Rhetorical device:

“Sam’s asthma is worse.

This place is full of damp, my landlord doesn’t care but
| can’t afford anything else. What am | going to do?”

\3"_

Take action
on housing today.

Learn more at:
www.shelter.org.uk

“ NO HOME,
4 NO FUTURE

Image:

Shelter

Spellings

Spend 15 minutes on this activity and use the spelling strategies at the back of this booklet to help
you learn these words:

lonely safely bravely
rudely sincerely lovely

extremely closely



SPELLING STRATEGIES (BACK PAGE)

: Sound the word out little by little. If it sounds wrong, try changing the
vowel sound from long to short or vice versa. Long or short? Definite — long — de/fine/it (fine as in
fine day) - short — deffin/it (fin as in shark’s fin)

Mnemonics: Make a phrase or a sentence up about a word that you have difficulty spelling.
Because — big elephants can always understand small elephants. Believe — believe has a lie in it.
Parliament — | am parliament Affect/effect — Raven — Remember, affect = verb, effect = noun. Hear
— you hear with your ear. Aloud — a loud noise is always heard. Separate — there is a rat in
separate.

Picture words: Create pictures from the syllables = un / der / foot
: Colour in tricky parts of the word — Wednesday, colour.

Say it as you spell it: Wed/nes/day, fav/our, dis/tinc/tion (dis tinc tee on). This technique helps
with picture words.

Chanting’s the charm: Chant or sing the word. Mississippi = Mrs |, Mrs SS |, Mrs SS |, Mrs PP I.
Your voice could become louder, higher pitched, deeper, sad, happy or a silly voice. You could
make the tone of your voice similar to the meaning of the word e.g. growl! the word furious.

Rap a rhyme: Choose words which rhyme with the one you want in order to help you spell it
correctly: flower, tower, power - be careful, as flour is said like flower, but spelt differently.

: Write any new vocabulary down on post-it notes and stick them on the furniture
which you use every day e.g. a wall, mirror or door. Your eyes will take in the word without you
realising.

Copy Look Cover Write Check: Copy the correct spelling out onto a page, look at the word and
memorise it by using the above strategies. Then cover the word and write it down. Uncover the
original and check your spelling.

Read more at home: The more you read, the more you will come across new words which will
broaden your knowledge. You will take on board spellings and new vocabulary which you can look
up in the dictionary. Try reading aloud to yourself or someone else and use the above strategies to
help you with any tricky words.

Dictionary Delight: Dictionaries are there to help and they have the correct spelling. Sound out
the word and break it up into syllables. Think of the different letter combinations which might make
that syllable sound.



POETRY APPRECIATION

Highlight and annotate for the following.
Consider:
e What is the poem about?
e Who is speaking?
e How is it written?
Simile Metaphor Personification Alliteration Rhyme
Assonance Rhythm Repetition Use of punctuation
e What tone has been created?
e Why has it been written? What point is the poet making?

Love and Friendship
Love is like the wild rose-briar,
Friendship like the holly-tree
The holly is dark when the rose-briar blooms

But which will bloom most constantly?

The wild rose-briar is sweet in spring,
Its summer blossoms scent the air;
Yet wait till winter comes again

And who will call the wild-briar fair?

Then scorn the silly rose-wreath now
And deck thee with the holly’s sheen,
That when December blights thy brow

He may still leave thy garland green.

Emily Bronté 1846



REVIEW YOUR PROGRESS

Look back through your booklet and consider:

What has been the most useful task and why?

What can you do now that you couldn’t do at the start of the year? Prove it here:

What do you still need to work on in Year 9? What strategies will you use to help you?




