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Performing Arts
Maich The drawing to the name

Baroque instruments

Violin Harpsichord Trumpet

*Draw and label each instrument for display*

Copy out the passage and fill in the gaps, choosing a word from the box.

BARQQUE MUSIC
Music from 1600 - 1750 is called music, At this
time some new _ had -been made. A _is

made.of Brass and you blow ‘down it to make a sound. A

has strings, which you bow and a , looks like a pianc. A

popular structure or __ | ____is Ritornello, where the main

tune is played lofs of times. Someone who writes music is called a

. Vivaldi and Bach are fdmous of

Barogue music,

! Fortn Harpsichord Instrumehts Composers)
i Violin Trumpet Baroque

'c
*Copy this writing up for display & decorate with musical signs*
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THE BIG BAND SOUND |

In the 1930s big bands took America by storm, in-
troducing a new form of jazz called Swing. This appealed to
e . young white Americans who were looking for a new mu-

e, sic to dance to. To accompany Swing new athletic
D dances were created which involved swinging part-
g&-.  ners around and much fancy footwork. These

P o, often had very colourful names such as the Lindy
L e, Hop, the Jitterbug, the Big Apple and Kicking
M”‘ « the Mule! These were very different from the
rather slow and solemn dances like the Fox-
N trot which had been fashionable.

. o,

Ry

! Swing was developed by Benny Goodman who
formed a large band in 1934, Goodman's band
was one of the most precise and best rehearsed ever.
Other successful bands were formed by such musicians as
the Dorsey Brothers, Artie Shaw, Woody Herman and

% Harry James.

éz M J} As the name suggests, the Big Bands
A = were much larger than the jazz groups
of the 19203 and produced a much louder sound. The basic line up consisted of four or five saxophones,
a clarinet, three or four trumpets and a similar number of trombones, a guitar, a string bass and a piano.

The sound produced was softer and smoother than earlier jazz. The drummer used the lighter cymbals
rather than the pounding bass and snare drums. The band was highly drilled and disciplined. The
musical arrangements were extremely polished but allowed little opportunity for the performers to im-
provise. Arrangers would write carefully planned parts for each group of instruments.

The most successful Big Band ieader was the trombonist Glen Miller. He created a tightly arranged, soft
and harmonic sound which was a blend of Swing and popular music rather than pure jazz. Towards the
end of the song the music would build to an exciting climax with an energetic drive to it. 1t was immensely
popular and Glen Miller's song, ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ was the world's first million seliing disc. In
1942 Glen Miller joined the US Army Air Force and formed a military band which toured the world
entertaining the troops. He toured froop bases throughout the world, playing his popular numbers such
as ‘Little Brown Jug', 'Moonlight Serenade’, ‘Tuxedo Junction’ and ‘In the Mood'. In 1944 Glen Miller
died in an air crash but his music has lived on. Glen Miller music and other Big Band sounds are still
faithfully recreated by enthusiasts in both Britain and America. As late as 1977, a repackaged Glen
Miller album was a hit in the international charts.

Exercises

1. Why did swing appeal to young white Ametricans?

2. Write a list of the new dances associated with swing. How were they different from existing dances?

3. Sort out the following letters to produce the names of three Big Band leaders:- DNOGMOA,

RHMNEA, WSAH, TREIA, NEYBN, OYWDO.

Finish this sentence, ‘The basic line up of instruments in a Big Band was....

Here are the key words in four sentences about the Big Band sound. Write out the sentences in

full:- softer, drummer, disciplined, arrangements.

in what ways was this sound different from earlier jazz.

What do you think Glen Miller's greatest achievement was?

Write out a list of Glen Miller songs.

Imagine you are an American airman based at a camp in Britain in 1944, Write out a description for

your diary of the day that Glen Miller came to entertain you. Record your reaction when you heard of

the air crash.

10. Why do you think Glen Miller was so popular during the 1940’s and has remained so today? Clues:
sound of his music, World War Two, his army days, memories, early death.

ok
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History of Reggae

5 MINUTES READING #4

“Reggae has a
philosophy, you
know? It’s not just
entertainment.
There’s an idea behind
it, a way of life behind
the music, which is a
positive way of life,
which is a progressive
waly of life for better
people.”

- Ziggy Marley

Questions to think about:

1. In which country did
Reggae music originate?

2. In which decade was it
first heard?

3. What was Reggae
known as to begin with?
Ska and ................. ?

4. Why has Reggae music
sometimes been
criticised?

5. List 4 subjects that
Reggae music often deals
with.

6. Name the 3 main types
of Reggae music and what
they sound like.

7. Name 2 British bands
that used the Reggae style
in their music.

8. Who is the most
famous Reggae musician
and in which year were
they born?

9. What two things did
Bob Marley help to make
more popular?

10. In which year did Bob
Marley die?

Reggae, which is L W o
- i CARIBBEAN i
afro-Caribbean :
. . FROPIC OF
music, was first o Cikicen
heard in the UK in "7'5"

the 1950s when
immigrants began

*.’m
to settle here. It i ‘L'““"‘N'" f iy Do
Hondurm v Caribbean S o Fordliey a2
was then known as L A 300m N.....;.: St Ll
Y / IM
i Ak t-ln- cﬁ
Ska or Bluebeat. /e nc.\..:. O
: N 7 s ""Ei‘.","‘
During the z
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1960s, people

began importing singles from Jamaica to sell in UK shops. At this point, it had a
lively, quick tempo and had an uplifting sound. The sound of reggae music is
often strongly associated with the country and culture it comes from- hot,
sunny and chilled out!

It has sometimes been criticised as it has been linked to controversial issues
such as the use of cannabis but most Reggae songs deal with more light
hearted subjects such as religion, love, peace, poverty, anti-racism and political

issues.

There are 3 main types of Reggae— Ska, Rock Steady and Dub. Ska is very quick
and lively, whilst Rock Steady tended to be slower. Dub emerged in the 1970s
and used modern technology to remix drum beats and add effects to the music
such as delay and echo. Gradually, the popularity of Reggae grew both in
Jamaica and the UK. By the end of the 1970s, Reggae was still going strong and
had become a regular style of music to be heard in the top 40 charts. British
bands such as UB40 had taken onboard the Reggae style and given it a fresher
sound. This was closely followed by a Ska revival and bands such as Madness
followed in UB40s footsteps.

Perhaps the most famous musician associated with Reggae is Bob Marley. Born
in Jamaica in 1945 he formed a vocal group with Peter Tosh, Bunny Livingstone
and Junior Braithwaite. The group were inspired by the music of black vocal
groups but eventually they formed their own style. By the 70s, Marley had
become world famous and his cool, relaxed vocals were known by many. It was
not just music that Marley had helped make more popular but also dreadlocks
and Rastafarianism. Sadly, in 1980 he was diagnosed with cancer and died on
May 11th 1981.

© WWW.MUSICALCONTEXTS.CO.UK
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Al About Bob Marley

5 MINUTES READING #3

“In Hawaii, some of
the biggest radio
stations are reggae.
The local bands are
heavily influenced
by Bob Marley.”

- Bruno Mars

Questions to think about:

1.

Where was Bob
Marley born?

What do
Rastafarians
believe?

What were Bob
Marley’s group
called?

What did the
Jamaican Prime
Minister invite
Bob Marley to
do?

How do you
think Bob
Marley can be
described as
“powerful”?

How old was
Bob Marley
when he died?

Bob Marley is probably the most important Reggae star since Reggae began.
Although his records might not be played by the fans who like the latest styles,
he is still the best-known star. In fact, he is the only Reggae singer most
people have heard of!

Bob Marley’s background is typical of that of many Jamaicans. He was born

into an extremely poor family in 1945 and grew up in Trenchtown, one of the
poorest parts of Jamaica. He left school to become a welder, but in his spare
time formed a singing group>with two of his school friends. Soon afterwards,
he opened a small record shop.

In 1967, Marley became very interested in the
religion that Jamaicans themselves have developed
called Rastafarianism. Rastafarians claim that the
late Haile Selassie of Ethiopia is their God, and their
main aim is to return to Ethiopia, which they believe
is their true homeland.

The music that made Marley famous in the 1970’s is often closely connected
with the ideas of this religion, as shown in some of his record titles; Rastaman
Vibrations, Babylon, (the name which Rastafarians give to white society) and
Kaya (which is Jamaican slang for Marijuana, the drug which many Rastafarians

smoke.

In 1972, Bob Marley and his group, called “the Wailers”, signed up to the
record company “Island”, which specialised in Reggae. Their first four albums
were immediate successes and made Marley famous very quickly indeed. But
fame and success also brought Bob Marley some problems. Shortly before the
Jamaican elections in 1977, the Prime Minister of Jamaica invited Marley to
give a free concert on the front lawn of the Jamaican presidential palace.
Marley agreed, but two days before the concert, somebody tried to kill him.
He was shot three times but survived the attack.

He still had the concert, but such strong oppositions shows what a powerful
person Bob Marley had become — so powerful that some people were
obviously afraid of his influence over people. His songs had social and political

overtones.

Fbllowing a performance in New York in 1980, Marley collapsed and was taken
to hospital where rapidly spreading cancer was diagnosed. Despite treatment
at a famous clinic in Germany, he died in May 1980 in Miami.

© WWW.MUSICALCONTEXTS.CO.UK
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What is Reggae?

5 MINUTES READING #2

1.

“Reggae is a culture.
It’s easy, laid-back.”

- Shaggy

Questions to think about:

Name a popular
style of Jamaican
folk music.

Name a famous
Calypso song.

How were
Jamaican people
able to listen to
music in the
1950’s?

What were
“Sound
Systems”?

What is Ska?
How is Rock

Steady different
to Ska?

Reggae is a type of music that developed in Jamaica in the 1970s, but its origins go
back further than that. In the 1930s and 1940s, Mento and Calypso were two popular
forms of music that were popular in Jamaica and the West Indies. Mento was a form
of Jamaican folk music, and Calypso was a style of syncopated music — one famous
example is the Banana Boat Song.

In the 1950s, American Jazz and Rhythm and Blues (R&B) became the most popular
style of music in Jamaica. This was a time of great change, when what had been a
mostly rural population began to move towards the cities — in particular the capital,
Kingston —in search of work, and at the weekends people would gather to listen to
music on Sound Systems, which were essentially large, mobile discos (stacks of large
speakers driven by powerful amplifiers). Few people could afford to buy their own
records player or radio, so this was the way they were able to listen to music, and
Sound Systems became central to downtown life.

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, a new style of music emerged, called Ska, which
combined elements of Mento, Calypso, R&B and Jazz — and most importantly, the
feature of American Blues and Swing music whereby there is an emphasis on the
second and fourth beats of the bar — this would become one of the main

characteristics of Reggae music.

Ska continued to be popular outside Jamaica long after this — notably in the UK in the
late1970s and early 1980s, with bands such as Madness and The Specials. By the mid-
1960s, a slower, more soulful style of music known as Rock Steady had become
popular. Although very similar to Ska, one important change was that the vocals
became more important than the instrumentals, and the lyrics began to be about

people’s lives and experiences.

Rock Steady gave way to the new sound of Reggae in the late 1960s. With Reggae,
Jamaican music truly came of age, reaching a global audience in the 70s through the
iconic power of Bob Marley. In the 1960s the term Reggae was used to refer to a
"ragged" form of dance rhythm popular in Jamaica. No one is quite sure where the
word "reggae" came from, but it may have come from a 1968 dance single by Toots
and the Maytals called "Do the Raggay."

Around the same time, Rock Steady began to take a new direction, slowing down,
emphasising the bassline and developing a more “choppy” guitar sound.

Reggae, like American Soul music, increasingly began to address social issues, and the
lyrics typically deal with poverty and political issues. Reggae music has always been
strongly linked to the Rastafarian religion, making the music culturally important.
Rastas do not have an organized church} instead Rastafarianism is a set of spiritual
and cultural beliefs open to a variety of interpretations. By far the most famous and
influential Reggae artist is Bob Marley (1945-1981). With his band The Wailers, Marley
had a string of hits worldwide, including Buffalo Soldier and No Woman No Cry.

© WWW.MUSICALCONTEXTS.CO.UK
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How Reggae Developed

5 MINUTES READING #1

“Reggae is my heart
ever since | was a
kid. I love Reggae

music.”
- Eve

Questions to think about:

1. In the early 1960’s,
what style of music was
popular in Jamaica?

2. What was another
name for this style?

3. Why did this music
have two names?

4. How did Jamaican
musicians react to a new
dance craze?

5. In which parts of
London were Jamaican
records most popular and
why?

6. Which organisation
controlled several
Jamaican record shops in
London in the 1960’s?

7. How did this
organisation get the latest
Reggae records?

8. What was the new
Jamaican dance craze in
19677

9. Who released the
record which started this
craze?

10. What was important
in this new music?

One of the main influences of Reggae was a type of music called Ska,
which was originally a style of music from Jamaica in the early 1960’s,
which was later called Blue Beat. This was simply because the British
record company which started to import the music was called Blue Beat
and so the company gave its name to the style.

Although Blue Beat was a style of music, it was also the name of a
dance. AS soon as any dance became popular in Jamaica, the Jamaican
musicians took advantage of this. They
made records which fans would be able
to dance to and which would sell
quickly.

In London, Jamaican records steadily

became more popular, especially with

the West Indians living in Brixton and Notting Hill. An organisation called
B&C Records was formed which owned some shops and record stalls in
these parts of London. B&C Records specialised in Jamaican music and
even imported records directly from Jamaica. These records were

particularly popular.

Jamaican music in Britain also became more acceptable with the radio
and T.V. success of Milly Small, a young Jamaican girl who sang a rather
commercialised style of black music. By 1967, there were new Jamaican
dances. One of these was called Rock Steady, named after the record
released by Alton Ellis. Other Rock Steady records also had this dance in
their titles, e.g. “Get Ready Rock Steady”, by the Soul Agents. In Rock
Steady, the music was slower than in Blue Beat and the bass sound was
even more important than it is in Reggae records of today. Rock Steady
also used more complicated recording techniques, which had not
previously been available to Jamaicans.

Normally, the Jamaican dance crazes did not last very long and as soon
as a dance was no longer popular, records with the name of the dance in
their title stopped being released. So with Reggae replaced Rock Steady,
everyone expected the new dance craze to last only a short time.
Instead, it stayed popular and the word Reggae has lasted as long as the

music.

© WWW . MUSICALCONTEXTS.CO.UK
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Reggae & Rock Steady 1

5 MINUTES READING #5

“Music is creation.
In reggae, the lyric,
the music itself,
arrangement, that
vibe, such melody —
everything within
the music moves the
people,
understand?”

- Burning Spear

Questions to think
about:

1. Give the name of
the reggae star
that is well-known
in Europe and
North America.

2. How many basic
ingredients does a
reggae song have?

3. What is a riff?

4. When did reggae
begin?

Reggae is the most famous kind of
Jamaican music. Reggae stars Bob
Marley and Peter Tosh are well-
known in Europe and North
America; and throughout the world,
the sound of reggae makes people
think of Jamaica. But what is reggae
and how did it develop?

The ingredients of reggae

A reggae song has basic musical ingredients. The lowest part is the bass
part. Usually this is a short bass guitar tune which is repeated over and
over again and forms a musical foundation for the song. Musicians call a
tune of this sort a RIFF and a reggae riff is played very loudly.

To go with the riff, there are two ACCOMPANIMENTS. The first of these
is a repeated percussion rhythm. As well as playing this rhythm
throughout the piece, the percussion player has the job of signaling
when a song is to begin. The second accompaniment is played on a
guitar or organ. If consists of chords played firmly, on the second and
fourth beats of the bar. Often the chords are played twice, quickly, to

give the music a feeling of bounce.

Another ingredient of a reggae song is the MELODY. This is usually made
up of short phrases which are repeated and adapted to the words. The
words are often difficult to understand for non-Jamaicans since they are
sung with a strong Jamaican accent. Usually the words of reggae songs
contain a political or religious message. Some are about the poverty in
parts of Jamaica.

Many are influenced by the Rastafarian religion, but however serious the
words, reggae is above all dance music. When dancing to it, Jamaicans
move their hips and arms to the beat. As they move, they keep more or

less in one spot, feet firmly on the ground.
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