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Confidence Checker – Pre-learning baseline:

I got this!

Pretty 
confident

Sort of 
confident

Starting 
to get it

I’m new to 
this

LO1: I can
correctly 
identify reasons 
why teens join 
gangs.

LO2: Describe how 
gangs operate and 
the consequences 
for victims and 
communities.

LO3: I can explain 
why people join 
gangs and why it 
can be hard to get 
people to leave.

Plot where you are at the start of the lesson on the graph 
template below for each learning outcome.
At the end we will return and plot how much you’ve progressed.

I’d like to find out more about

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………....
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…



How would we define a criminal gang?

A gang is a group of people, usually young people, who hang 
around together in public spaces. Most gangs have a leader 
or leaders, and the gang will often have a special name. They 
are usually found in cities. Many gangs hang around together 
in a particular place, and may challenge other gangs if they 
try to hang around in the same place. This is sometimes 
known as a ‘turf war’. One important feature of gangs, and a 
key reason why gangs are disliked and feared by members of 
the public, is that many gangs commit crime or deliberately 
cause trouble. Some gangs are extremely violent, and use 
weapons such as guns, knives, and knuckle duster rings.

Gangs are becoming an increasing 
problem in the UK. According to
one Home Office report, up to
6% of 10 – 19 year olds in England
and Wales are members of a
gang. In 2007, the Metropolitan
Police reported that there were
171 gangs in London.

Gang violence is a threat: in 
Liverpool and Manchester, 
police have said that up to 60%
of shootings have been linked with gangs. In 2016, knife 

crime rose by 14% because of crimes committed by gangs. 

What are gangs anyway? 



Why Do People Join Gangs? 

Many gangs offer a sense of belonging and can be like a 
replacement family for their members. Many members of 
gangs come from broken homes or from families with 
problems such as domestic violence, sexual abuse or 
addiction. A lot of gang members are male, and they often 
didn’t have a good male role model at home. Gangs can give 
their members a feeling of respect that they might not be 
getting from anywhere else in their lives.

Studies have also shown that a young 
person is more likely to join a gang if
there are already gangs in the 

neighborhood, or if the person has
gang members in the family already.
Growing up in poverty also makes someone more likely to 

join a gang than someone who grew up in a richer household. 
People who end up in gangs often had access to weapons and 
drugs from a young age, and many gang members didn’t do 
very well in school.

Some people join gangs thinking that 
they can make lots of money from
illegal activities like drug dealing 

or theft. Some people think that by 
joining a gang they can become famous
rap stars like 50 Cent, Tupac, or the Notorious B.I.G.

What are gangs anyway? 



How Can We Stop People From Joining Gangs?

Unfortunately, it is difficult to 
control the influence of gangs. 
This is because there are so 
many different reasons why 
people are attracted to gangs
, and these reasons are often
very complex. However, 
there are several ways to help
prevent people from joining 
criminal gangs. These include:

▪ Family support centers, parent training and after-school 
programs developed to show students that they can lead 
exciting and rewarding lives without getting involved in crime.

▪ Mentoring schemes which match young people with positive 
role models.

▪ Charities working with police and support workers to build 
relationships with targeted individuals.

▪ Government youth crime prevention programs.

▪ Some people think that encouraging young people into boxing 
or other sports can be a good way of channeling the anger 
that might otherwise lead them into joining a gang.   

▪ - Education is the best prevention. Young people think gangs 
are glamourous, rich and exciting. In reality, gang members 
lives are riddled with addiction, injury, death and long prison 
sentences. 

What are gangs anyway? 



.How can I tell if someone is involved in a gang
and what can I do if I'm involved?

Some of the indicators that a young
person may be involved in gang-related 
activity are: staying out late; going 
missing for a few days; having drugs
or weapons (knifes, other sharps)
on them; having unexplained money, 
phones, jewellery or other items; 
becoming aggressive and using sexual, violent, or drug-related words 
all of a sudden; coming home looking bruised or in a bad state; having 
keys to unexplained places.

If you are worried about you or someone you know being involved in 
County Lines, call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

If you, or someone you know, are affected by any of the issues 
raised today, you can contact the following organisations for 
further help and guidance:

https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/what-we-do/crime-
threats/drug-trafficking/county-lines
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/about-the-charity/who-we-work-
with/trusts-and-foundations/county-lines
https://www.fearless.org/en/campaigns/county-lines

The Crimestoppers hotline is anonymous – 0800 555 111 
Call 999 if you think there is an immediate danger.

What are gangs anyway? 

https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/what-we-do/crime-threats/drug-trafficking/county-lines
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/about-the-charity/who-we-work-with/trusts-and-foundations/county-lines
https://www.fearless.org/en/campaigns/county-lines


Choose a set of challenge questions to answer on 
the space provided over the page.

Challenge

Who is more likely to be recruited into gangs– adults or 
children?

What types of criminal activity are gangs involved in?

How many children in England are estimated to be involved in 
gangs?

Name THREE reasons why someone might join a gang.

Name THREE ways we can try to stop young people joining 
gangs.

What is gang life like in reality?

How has the article been structured in order to be effective 
for a reader? Explain at least THREE specific structural 
features.

Literacy through PSHE



Choose a set of challenge questions to answer on 
the space provided over the page.

More Challenging
At what age would a child be most likely to be recruited into 
County Lines? Explain your answer.

Give two concerning statistics about gangs.

In what ways does a child involved in County Lines face 
potential exploitation? Give THREE different examples. 

What makes a young person vulnerable to being recruited into 
a gang? Describe the top two red flags.

How do gangs control their territories? 

Do you think it is easy to help someone involved in gangs? Why 
or why not? Explain your answer fully.

On the second page, highlight all the a) adjectives; b) nouns; c) 
verbs. Use a different colour for each category. 

Literacy through PSHE



Choose a set of challenge questions to 
answer on the space provided over 
the page.

Mega Challenging

1. Is age the most significant factor in determining a person’s 
risk of involvement in gangs? Explain your answer.

2. Why do you think gangs use ‘initiation ceremonies’?

3. What are the three best prevention methods in your 
opinion? Why do you think these would work?

4. Analyse why there is a link between acid attacks and gangs.

5. Analyse why there is a link between gang membership ad 
poverty.

6. Define ‘turf war’.

7. How has the article been structured in order to be 
effective for a reader? Name at least FIVE structural 
features and explain how each is effective.

8. Highlight any modal verbs used in this article. What purpose 
do the modal verbs serve? 

Literacy through PSHE
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Sometimes, when charities want to get messages straight to 
victims without the chance of perpetrators (gang leaders in this 
case), seeing, they create posters to go up in toilet cubicles. 
Create your own poster based on the info you have read today for 
one of the signposted agencies suggested earlier. Make your 
message direct, easy to understand and to the point. You can use 
an image too – remember, the victim may not have long to read it.
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Pick two key themes from today and complete the tasks below:



Using your new 
understanding and 
learning from 
today’s lesson, 
work in pairs to 
ask each other 
questions from 
the lesson.
Each correct 
answer earns a 
circle on the 
connect board. 
You have to get 
four in a row to 
win! 

Connect the learning



Draw freeze-frames showing how you might expect a 
person to act if they are involved in gang-related activity.

Then answer the questions below on the next page:

Challenge: Label the red flags in each of the images. What have you labelled?

Why are these important signs to look out for?

What should you do if you spot them?
More challenging: Explain how you might notice this was going on if you were the 
person’s friend. 

Why might you not notice?

Mega challenging: Explain how the gang leaders might be acting towards the 
victim. How might they try and win trust? How might they try and avoid 
detection or being exposed?

How might the victim might try to justify their unusual behaviour. Why?



Study the ways society works to keep young people out of gangs. Which 
method do you think would be the most successful? Which do you think would 
be least successful? 
Draw a line from each point showing where it would sit in the order of 
effectiveness (purple most effective, red at the bottom least effective). Then 
in the actual coloured box, explain why you think this.  .

▪ Family support centers, parent 
training and after-school programs 
developed to show students that 
they can lead exciting and 
rewarding lives without getting 
involved in crime.

▪ Mentoring schemes which match 
young people with positive role 
models.

▪ Charities working with police and 
support workers to build 
relationships with targeted 
individuals.

▪ Government youth crime 
prevention programs.

▪ Some people think that 
encouraging young people into 
boxing or other sports can be a 
good way of channeling the anger 
that might otherwise lead them 
into joining a gang.   

▪ Education is the best prevention. 
Young people think gangs are 
glamourous, rich and exciting. In 
reality, gang members lives are 
riddled with addiction, injury, 
death and long prison sentences. 

Keeping our friends safe



Fill in your pyramid 
with the five most 
important elements 
you have learnt 
from the lesson.

Explain your top choice:

Explain your bottom choice:



Many more PSHE, RSE and Health 2020 

resources, complete school packages and 

individual lessons at our website:

https://ecpublishing.co.uk/

We also provide comprehensive English, 

Citizenship Tutor Time and Humanities resources.

https://ecpublishing.co.uk/

