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Our learning journey: –

Where am I at the start of 
this workbook? Write down 
three things you know and 
three things you’d like to 
know.

Where am I at the end of this 
lesson? Write down three new  
things you know and the 
answers to the questions if you 
discovered them.

What do I know?

What would I like to know?:

What do I know now?

What were the answers to 
my questions?



GOING COUNTRY

Being dedicated to a 
person, cause or action.

Common law marriage

Commitment

Civil partnership

Key terms match up:

Before we start on today’s topic, let’s see how many of 
today’s key terms we know already.
Match up the terms then check your answers on the next page.

Cohabiting

the legally or formally 
recognised union of two 
people as partners in a 
personal relationship

Marriage

a legally recognized 
union of (usually) a 
same-sex couple, with 
rights similar to those 
of marriage.

When the couple lives 
as "being married," but 
without ever going 
through a formal 
ceremony or getting a 
marriage license.

Living together



GOING COUNTRY

Being dedicated to a 
person, cause or action.

Common law marriage

Commitment

Civil partnership

Key terms match up:

Time to check your answers!

Cohabiting

the legally or formally 
recognised union of two 
people as partners in a 
personal relationship

Marriage

a legally recognized 
union of (usually) a 
same-sex couple, with 
rights similar to those 
of marriage.

When the couple lives 
as "being married," but 
without ever going 
through a formal 
ceremony or getting a 
marriage license.

Living together



Marriage is when two people, usually 
romantic partners and usually not related,
join together to form a union. Most types
of marriage are recognised by the law. 
There are different definitions of
marriage around the world and in 
different cultures. The people getting
married are called spouses. A man 
who is married is often called a 
husband, and a woman who is married
is often called a wife.

When spouses are married, they have certain rights and 
responsibilities. For example, if a married couple opens a joint bank 
account, the money belongs equally to the two spouses, regardless of 
who put most of it in there. A spouse will inherit all of the money if 
the other spouse dies. However, if a spouse dies owing money to 
somebody, those debts will be inherited by the other spouse. In the 
UK both gay and straight couples can get married.

A civil partnership is defined as a legally recognised relationship 
between two people of the same sex who aren't related to each 
other. The people in a civil partnership are referred to as civil 
partners. In most of the United Kingdom, same-sex couples can 
legally get married and don’t need to have a civil partnership. 
However, same-sex marriages are not performed or recognised in 
Northern Ireland. In many parts of the world, same-sex marriage 
has replaced or is replacing civil partnerships. 

Civil partners have similar rights and responsibilities to spouses. For 
example, if one partner dies then the other partner is likely to 
inherit their property. Similarly, if one partner dies with debts then 
the other partner is likely to inherit those as well.

What is marriage anyway? –



Why do people get married?

There are lots of reasons that people get married, and these have 
changed across different time periods and places. In the modern 
Western world, we often think people get married because they are 
in love with each other. However, this isn't the only reason that 
people marry. Some marry for financial security; some marry in order 
to bring together particular families or make links between tribes; 
some marry in order to start a family; some marry because it is 
expected of them, and many more reasons – sometimes just for 
companionship as they grow old.

What types of marriage are there?

There are lots of different 
types of marriage. For example, 
there is monogamy (marriage
to one person for your whole
life); serial monogamy 
(marrying more than one person 
in your life but only having one 
spouse at a time), and polygamy
(marrying more than one person 
at a time, having several spouses at the same time). Polygamy is illegal 
in many parts of the world, but is legal in some parts of Africa and 
Asia.

Other types of marriage can include arranged marriage, which is 
where a person's family find a suitable spouse for the person to 
marry. In an arranged marriage, both the potential spouses have the 
right to refuse to marry each other, and there is no pressure for 
them to go ahead with the marriage if they don't want to. This is 
different from forced marriage, which is where someone is forced to 
marry someone they don't want to marry. Closely related to this is 
child marriage, which is where at least one of the spouses is below 
the age of 18. The odd thing is, it is actually legal to get married in 
the UK is 16 – but this requires parental consent, or else it is 18.

Committed living –



Marriage and civil partnerships aren’t for everyone. Some people 
don’t like the idea of being tied to one person for life, or having to 
legally share their possessions with them. Many couples live together 
their whole lives without any form of legal recognition and are 
perfectly happy. Sometimes we refer to people who are living 
together but not married or in a civil partnership as a ‘common law’ 
couple – e.g. a common law husband and a common law wife. Although 
this may sound official, common-law couples aren’t entitled to the 
same benefits and are served differently in UK law.

You can have exactly the same amount of commitment to your family 
or children whether you are married, cohabiting, in a civil partnership 
or living in different houses. So long as you are there for your 
children when they really need you and can ensure they are happy and 
safe then it really doesn’t matter what your status is in your couple. 
If your marriage ends in a divorce, again this makes no difference to 
your commitment to your children – it just changes the relationship 
with your spouse (ex). In the UK 42% of marriages end in divorce. 
However, many people go on to marry again. And then maybe again!

What about just living together? –



Choose a set of challenge questions to answer on 
the space provided over the page.

Challenge

1. What is the youngest age a person in the UK can marry?

2. What percentage of UK marriages end in divorce?

3. Give three reasons why a couple may want to have a civil 
partnership.

4. Describe what how a common law couple might live.

5. Name two legal benefits of marriage and civil 
partnerships.

6. Explain why it doesn’t matter if parents aren’t married.

7.   How else can couples show commitment to each other?    
Describe two ideas in detail. 

Literacy through PSHE



Choose a set of challenge questions to answer on 
the space provided over the page.

More Challenging

1. Define parental consent when we talk about marriage.

2. Why do you think that 42% of UK marriages end in 
divorce?

3. Explain two reasons why a couple may want to have a legal 
commitment to each other..

4. Why do you think some people want to marry in a church?

5. Why were civil partnerships created in the UK?

6. Define financial security.

7. What do we mean by monogamy?

8. How can people be serial monogamists?

9. Write a paragraph that includes the terms marriage, 
divorce and serial monogamy.

Literacy through PSHE



Choose a set of challenge questions to 
answer on the space provided over 
the page.

Mega Challenging

1. Is financial security a better reason to marry than love? 
Explain your ideas on both sides.

2. Why do some people believe that people should marry 
before they have children? What do you think?

3. Define polygamy. Why do you think it’s illegal in the UK?

4. What is different in how common law couples are treated 
by the state in the UK? Why do you think this is?

5. Marriage is an out-dated and patriarchal (benefiting the 
man) institution. We should ban it and just have civil 
partnerships. What do you think? Explain your ideas fully.

6. People should co-habit for one year together before they 
decide to start a family. What do you think? Explain your 
ideas fully, referencing commitment. 

Literacy through PSHE
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Choose a set of challenge questions to answer as you watch 
the clip about marriage. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvnE80C7c8o

Challenge
1. What were the main reasons people used to get married?

2. Why do people get married today?

3. How did couples used to work together?

4. When did the divorce rate double?

5. What do people aim to achieve in marriage?

More challenging:
Why didn’t people used to get married for love?

Why did couples used to work together?

Why do some think marriages are more fulfilling today than in our 
grandparents’ age?

Mega challenging:
What are gender stereotypes? Explain giving examples.

What is freedom of expression?

What do we require from partners today and why?

What happens as our expectations of marriage become more complex?

Clip task:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvnE80C7c8o


For or against the idea?
Today’s idea: It’s always the right thing to do to 
demonstrate commitment to your partner if you love them, 
whether through marriage or civil partnership.

List 10 ideas that back up Freda and Andy.

Freda For-It

Andy
Against-it



Where do 
today’s topics 
fit in with our 
wider PSHE 
learning over 
this year? 

How will our new 
knowledge help 
us when we are 
living in the wider 
world and as we 
look after the 
health and 
wellbeing of 
ourselves and 
those around us 
for example?

RSE – Relationships and Sex Education:

Living in the Wider World

Health and Wellbeing:



Using your new 
understanding and 
learning from 
today’s lesson, 
work in pairs to 
ask each other 
questions from 
the lesson.
Each correct 
answer earns a 
circle on the 
connect board. 
You have to get 
four in a row to 
win! 

Connect the learning



Three new 
concepts I 
understand :

▪ _________
________

▪ _________
_________

▪ _________
_________

Three concepts 
I don’t quite 
understand yet 
:
• ___________

___________

• ___________
___________

• ___________
___________

New concepts, key terms and ideas I’d like to learn about more:

Write the new terms from today the bar and shade them in 
depending on how interested you are in finding out more.

This will help your teacher when planning other activities for your 
lessons.

1 10

1 10

1 10

1 10

1 10

1 10

Write new term here:



Fill in your pyramid 
with the five most 
important elements 
you have learnt 
from the lesson.

Explain your top choice:

Explain your bottom choice:



Many more PSHE, RSE and Health 2020 

resources, complete school packages and 

individual lessons at our website:

https://ecpublishing.co.uk/

We also provide comprehensive English, 

Citizenship Tutor Time and Humanities resources.

https://ecpublishing.co.uk/

