
 

End of KS3 Grade Descriptor - English                     

Reading 
Grade Descriptor 

9 • Students are confidently critical, explorative and conceptual in sustaining their responses to a 
demanding range of texts across different times and cultures, developing their ideas and can 
judiciously select precise references to support detailed analysis on aspects of language, 
structure and presentation.  

• They make precise and careful comparisons between texts, including consideration of 
audience, purpose and form. They can identify and analyse argument, opinion and alternative 
interpretations, making cross-references where appropriate. 

• They can confidently explore ideas, perspectives and contextual factors shown by specific, 
detailed links between context, text and task. 

 

8 • Students are confidently critical and explorative in sustaining their responses to a demanding 
range of texts across different times and cultures, developing their ideas and can select apt 
references to support detailed analysis on aspects of language, structure and presentation.  

• They make apt and careful comparisons between texts, including consideration of audience, 
purpose and form. They can identify and analyse argument, opinion and alternative 
interpretations, making cross-references where appropriate. 

• They can confidently explore ideas, perspectives and contextual factors shown by specific 
links between context, text and task. 

 

7 • Students can thoughtfully and critically respond to a demanding range of texts across 
different times and cultures, developing their ideas and can select apt references to support 
detailed analysis on aspects of language, structure and presentation.  

• They make apt comparisons between texts, including consideration of audience, purpose and 
form. They can identify and analyse argument, opinion and alternative interpretations, making 
cross-references where appropriate. 

• They can confidently explore ideas, perspectives and contextual factors shown by thoughtful 
links between context, text and task. 

 

6 • Students can clearly explain their critical responses to a demanding range of texts across 
different times and cultures, developing their ideas and can select relevant references to 
support detailed analysis on aspects of language, structure and presentation.  

• They make relevant comparisons between texts, including consideration of audience, 
purpose and form. They can identify and analyse argument, opinion and alternative 
interpretations, making cross-references where appropriate. 

• They can explore ideas, perspectives and contextual factors shown by clear links between 
context, text and task. 

 

5 • Students can clearly explain their critical responses to a demanding range of texts across 
different times and cultures, developing some ideas and can select relevant references to 
support analysis on aspects of language, structure and presentation.  

• They make relevant, comparisons between texts, including consideration of audience, 
purpose and form. They can identify and comment on argument, opinion and alternative 
interpretations, making cross-references where appropriate. 

• They can comment on ideas, perspectives and contextual factors shown by clear links 
between context, text and task. 

 



4 • Students can explain their critical responses to a demanding range of texts across different 
times and cultures and can select relevant references to support comments on aspects of 
language, structure and presentation.  

• They make comparisons between texts, including consideration of audience, purpose and 
form. They can identify and comment on argument, opinion, making cross-references where 
appropriate. 

• They can comment on ideas, perspectives and contextual factors shown by links between 
context, text and task. 

 

3 • Students can make some critical responses to a demanding range of texts across different 
times and cultures and can select references to support comments on aspects of language, 
structure and presentation.  

• They make comparisons between texts, including some consideration of audience, purpose 
and/or form. They can identify and comment on argument and opinion. 

• They can show some understanding of ideas, perspectives and contextual factors shown by 
links between context, text and task. 

 

2 • Students can make responses to a demanding range of texts across different times and 
cultures and can select references to support some comments on aspects of language, 
structure and presentation.  

• They make comparisons between texts, including identification of audience, purpose and/or 
form. They can identify and comment on argument, opinion. 

• They can show some awareness of implicit ideas, perspectives and contextual factors. 
 

1 • Students can make simple responses to a demanding range of texts across different times 
and cultures and can select some references to support simple comments on aspects of 
language, structure and presentation.  

• They make simple comparisons between texts, including identification of audience, purpose 
and/or form. They can identify argument and opinion. 

• They can show simple awareness of explicit ideas, perspectives and contextual factors. 
 

 


