
 

End of KS3 Grade Descriptor - English                     

Writing 
Grade Descriptor 

9 • They can communicate their structured and developed ideas in a convincing and 
compelling style throughout, with a tone that is assuredly matched to purpose, 
form and audience using fluently linked paragraphs and seamlessly integrated 
discourse markers. 

• They can use extensive and ambitious vocabulary with a high level of accuracy in 
spelling and can sustain the crafting of linguistic devices. 

• Their writing has secure control of grammatical structures and sentence 
demarcation, and a wide range of punctuation is consistently secure and accurate, 
with a full range of sentence forms for effect and Standard English is employed 
consistently and appropriately.     

8 • They can communicate their structured and developed ideas in a convincing style 
throughout, with a tone that is consistently matched to purpose, form and audience 
using fluently linked paragraphs and integrated discourse markers. 

• They can use extensive and ambitious vocabulary with a high level of accuracy in 
spelling and can consciously craft linguistic devices. 

• Their writing has secure control of grammatical structures and sentence 
demarcation, and a wide range of punctuation is consistently secure and accurate, 
with a full range of sentence forms for effect and Standard English is employed 
consistently and appropriately.     

 

7 • They can communicate their structured and developed ideas throughout, with a 
tone that is matched to purpose, form and audience using coherent paragraphs 
and integrated discourse markers. 

• They can use extensive vocabulary with a high level of accuracy in spelling and 
can employ a range of linguistic devices. 

• Their writing has secure control of grammatical structures and sentence 
demarcation, and a range of punctuation is consistently secure and accurate, with 
a range of sentence forms for effect and Standard English is employed 
consistently and appropriately.     

 

6 • They can communicate their structured and developed ideas, with a tone that is 
mostly matched to purpose, form and audience using coherent paragraphs and 
integrated discourse markers. 

• They can use a range of vocabulary with mostly accurate spelling and successful 
use of linguistic devices. 

• Their writing has control of grammatical structures and sentence demarcation, and 
a range of punctuation is mostly secure and accurate, with a range of sentence 
forms for effect and Standard English is mostly employed consistently and 
appropriately.     

 

5 • They can communicate their structured and clear ideas, with a tone that is 
generally matched to purpose, form and audience using usually coherent 
paragraphs and a range of discourse markers. 

• They can use vocabulary for effect with mostly accurate spelling of more complex 
words and some successful use of linguistic devices. 

• Their writing generally has control of grammatical structures and sentence 
demarcation, and punctuation is generally secure and accurate, with a variety of 



sentence forms for effect and Standard English is generally employed consistently 
and appropriately.     

 

4 • They can mostly communicate their ideas successfully, with some sustained 
attempt to match their tone to purpose, form and audience using some usually 
coherent paragraphs and some discourse markers. 

• They can use vocabulary consciously with some evidence of accurate spelling of 
more complex words and some use of linguistic devices. 

• Their writing has some control of grammatical structures and sentence demarcation, 
and some control of punctuation; they attempt a variety of sentence forms for effect 
and Standard English is generally employed appropriately.    

3 • They can communicate their ideas with some success, with some attempt to 
match their tone to purpose, form and audience. There is some attempt to write in 
paragraphs and some discourse markers. 

• They begin to vary their vocabulary with some attempt at accurate spelling of more 
complex words and some use of linguistic devices. 

• Their writing has some control of punctuation; they attempt a variety of sentence 
forms for effect and there is some use of Standard English. 

2 • They can communicate their ideas simply, with simple awareness of purpose, form 
and audience. There is some attempt to write in paragraphs. 

• They employ simple vocabulary with accurate basic spelling and simple use of 
linguistic devices. 

• Their writing has occasional use of punctuation; they use a simple range of sentence 
forms and there is some use of Standard English. 

 

1 • They can communicate their ideas with limited meaning, with an occasional sense 
of purpose, form and audience. There is limited awareness of paragraphs. 

• They employ simple vocabulary with some accurate basic spelling. 

• Their writing has some evidence of punctuation; they may use a simple range of 
sentence forms and there is limited use of Standard English. 

 

 


