
 

End of KS3 Grade Descriptor - Geography 
Grade Descriptor 

9 • Locate places with reference to continents, countries, oceans, and capital cities, along with a 
multitude of other map skills  

• Be able to create social economic, environmental to impacts, effects and management  

• To apply all these map skills: coordinates, scale, legend, contour lines  

• To create examples that are factors of global and local scale  

• To evaluate the role of different stakeholders in events and decisions 

• Apply case studies with statistics and place specific information  

• To evaluate their opinion to assess geographical issues and back up with relevant evidence  

• To assess the physical and geographical processes of different landforms, hazards, and 
communities 

• To evaluate a wide range of figures critically and present coherent arguments and effective, 
accurate and well-substantiated conclusions.  

• To understand levels of development and the factors that impact this; nationally and globally 

• To conduct and evaluate fieldwork skills and present collected data with various presentation 
techniques  

• To create solutions for a wide range of different events.  
 

8 • Locate places with reference to continent, countries, oceans, along with some other map 
skills  

• Be able to apply social economic, environmental to impacts, effects and management  

• To apply some of these map skills: coordinates, scale, legend, contour lines  

• To apply examples that are factors of global and local scale  

• To assess the role of different stakeholders in events and decisions 

• To assess the case study in comparison of key information using statistics or place specific 
information  

• To evaluate their opinion to assess geographical issues  

• To explain the landform, hazard and community and assess how the processes lead to these 

• To assess a wide range of figures critically and create effective, accurate and well-
substantiated conclusions.  

• To evaluate the factors that impact development, with reference low-income countries, newly 
emerging economies, and high-income countries examples  

• To evaluate the different methods of fieldwork and why they are used. To present collected 
data with various graph, to evaluate the findings.  

• To evaluate which solutions are best with reference to examples.  
 

7 • Be able to describe location of continent, countries, oceans using compass directions  

• Be able to evaluate social economic, environmental to impacts, effects and management  

• To be able to understand how to use legend to identify features of a map, describe contour 
lines, use grid references to describe the location of a feature of the map and use scale to 
describe the distance  

• To assess whether factors are global or local scale  

• To explain the importance of the role of different stakeholders in events and decisions 

• To compare features of the case study  

• To understand their opinion to assess geographical issues with reference to information  

• To explain the landform, hazard, and community and how the processes lead to these  

• They apply a wide range of figures critically and produce effective, accurate and well-
substantiated conclusions.  



• To explain what level of development is, with reference low-income countries, newly emerging 
economies and high-income countries examples and the factors that lead to this  

• To explain the different methods of fieldwork and why they are used. To present collected 
data with various graphs.  

• To compare different solutions with examples  

6 • Be able to describe location of continent, countries using compass directions  

• Be able to explain the impacts of social economic, environmental to impacts, effects and 
management 

• To be able to understand how to use legend to identify features of a map, describe contour 
lines, use grid references to describe the location of a feature of the map  

• To explain why a factor is local or global scale  

• To explain the role of the role of different stakeholders in events and decisions 

• To explain the case study with reference to a question  

• To compare different opinions on a geographical issue with evidence  

• To explain the landform, hazard and community and explain the processes 

• To explain a wide range of figures and use in to make clear argument  

• To explain what level of development is, with reference is low-income countries, newly 
emerging economies, and high-income countries examples 

• To describe different fieldwork environments and the methods of fieldwork and collect and 
present data 

• To explain how solution works with examples or place specific information   

5 • Be able to describe location of countries using compass directions  

• Be able to explain how impacts are social economic, environmental  

• To be able to understand how to use legend to identify features of a map, describe contour 
lines, explain what grid references are  

• To compare whether factors are local or global scale  

• To describe the role of different stakeholders in an event or decision  

• To explain the key information of the case study  

• To explain different opinions on a geographical issue with evidence  

• To explain the landform, hazard and community and describe the processes 

• To explain a wide range of figures  

• To describe what is level of development with reference low-income countries, newly 
emerging economies, and high-income countries examples  

• To describe different fieldwork environments and the methods of fieldwork and collect data  

• To explain how solutions work with reference to the event  

4 • Be able to identity places reference to countries, continents, and oceans with reference to a 
compass direction  

• Be able to explain how impacts are either; social, economic, or environmental  

• To be able to understand how to use legend to identify features of a map and describe 
contour lines 

• To describe why a factor is local or global scale  

• To identify multiple stakeholders in an event or decision  

• To describe the key information of the case study  

• To describe different opinions on a geographical issue with evidence  

• To describe the landform, hazard and community and describe the processes 

• To describe a wide range of figures with reference to our own examples  

• To describe what is level of development with reference low-income countries, newly 
emerging economies, and high-income countries 

• To describe different fieldwork environments and the methods of fieldwork 

• To explain how solutions work  

3 • Be able to identity countries, continents, and oceans  

• Be able to identify if impacts are social, economic, or environmental  

• To be able to understand how to use legend to identify features of a map and identify contour 
lines  

• To identify whether a factor is global or local scale  

• To describe what is a stakeholder with examples  

• To identify the key information of a case study  

• To describe different opinions on a geographical issue 

• To describe the landform, hazard and community and identify the processes 

• To describe a wide range of figures  



• To identify what is level of development with reference to low-income countries, newly 
emerging economies, and high-income countries 

• To identify different fieldwork environments and methods of fieldwork  

• To describe what are the solutions  

2 • Be able to identify continents and countries  

• Be able to say what social, economic, and environmental is  

• To be able to understand how to use legend to identify features of a map  

• To identify what is global and local scale on a map  

• To identify examples of different stakeholders  

• To identify an example that can be used as a case study  

• To identify different opinions on a geographical issue  

• To identify the landform, hazard and community and processes  

• To identify a wide range of features in the figures  

• To identify what is level of development and identify low-income countries, newly emerging 
economies, and high-income countries  

• To identify different fieldwork environments  

• To identify examples of solutions  

1 • Be able to identify countries  

• Be able to say what people, money and the environment is  

• To be able to understand legend  

• To say what is global and local scale  

• To identify what is a stakeholder  

• To identify what is a case study  

• To identify the geographical issue   

• To identify the landform, hazard, and community  

• To say what you see in the figure  

• To identify what is level of development  

• To identify what is fieldwork  

• To identify what is a solution  

 


