
 

End of KS3 Grade Descriptor - History 
Grade Descriptor 

9 • Answers demonstrates a strong range of accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding 
that is relevant to the question. 

• They offer highly complex explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and 
significance.  

• They offer highly complex evaluation of source with sustained judgement based on content 
and provenance. 

• They offer highly complex evaluation of interpretations with sustained judgement based on 
contextual knowledge and understanding. 

• They consistently produce precise and coherent narratives, descriptions, and explanations. 
8 • Answers demonstrates a range of accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding that is 

relevant to the question. 

• They offer complex explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and 
significance. 

• They offer complex evaluation of source with sustained judgement based on content and 
provenance. 

• They offer complex evaluation of interpretations with sustained judgement based on 
contextual knowledge/understanding. 

• They consistently produce precise and coherent narratives, descriptions, and explanations. 

7 • Answers demonstrates a range of accurate and detailed knowledge and understanding that is 
relevant to the question. 

• They start to offer complex explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and 
significance. 

• They start to offer complex evaluation of source with sustained judgement based on content 
and provenance. 

• They start to offer complex evaluation of interpretations with sustained judgement based on 
contextual knowledge/understanding. 

• They consistently produce coherent narratives, descriptions, and explanations. 
6 • Answers demonstrates a range of accurate knowledge and understanding that is relevant to 

the question. 

• They offer developed explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and 
significance. 

• They offer developed evaluation of source with sustained judgement based on content and 
provenance. 

• They offer developed evaluation of interpretations with sustained judgement based on 
contextual knowledge/understanding. 

• They select and deploy information and make appropriate use of historical terminology to 
support and structure their work. 

5 • Answers demonstrates a range of accurate knowledge and understanding that is relevant to 
the question. 

• They begin to offer developed explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and 
significance. 

• They are beginning to develop evaluation of source with sustained judgement based on 
content and provenance. 

• They begin to develop evaluation of interpretations with sustained judgement based on 
contextual knowledge/understanding. 

• They select and deploy information and make appropriate use of historical terminology to 
support and structure their work. 
 



4 • Answers demonstrates a simple understanding with some specific knowledge which is 
relevant to the question. 

• They offer simple explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and significance. 

• They have simple evaluation of source based on content and provenance. 
• They have simple evaluation of interpretations based on contextual knowledge/understanding. 
• They have included some historical terminology in their work. 

3 • Answer demonstrates a simple understanding with some specific knowledge which is relevant 
to the question. 

• They begin to offer simple explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and 
significance. 

• They begin to have simple evaluation of source based on content and provenance. 
• They begin to have simple evaluation of interpretations based on contextual 

knowledge/understanding. 

• They have included some historical terminology in their work. 
2 • Answer demonstrates a basic understanding with some specific knowledge which is relevant 

to the question. 

• They offer basic explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and significance. 

• They have basic evaluation of source based on content and provenance. 
• They have basic evaluation of interpretations based on some contextual 

knowledge/understanding. 

1 •  Answer demonstrates a basic understanding with some specific knowledge which is relevant 
to the question. 

• They begin to offer basic explanations of cause, consequences, change, continuity, and 
significance. 

• They begin to have basic evaluation of source based on content and provenance. 
• They begin to have basic evaluation of interpretations based on some contextual 

knowledge/understanding. 

 
 


