
 

What attendance means in secondary school 

Children are required by law, as set out in the Education Act 1996, to 

attend school regularly. Regular attendance means attendance in 

accordance with the rules prescribed by the school (maintaining above 

96%) and consistently being present in class every day the school is open; 

except for authorised absences such as rare occasions of illness. (Please 

refer to the school policy). 

At secondary school, as well as educating 

children, we aim to help prepare your child for 

life after school. We want to build on their 

character, friendships, work ethic and 

promote resillience so that they are equipped 

with the tools they need after their journey at 

Felpham Community College. We want them 

to learn the importance of being in school like they would need to be in 

work, later in life. 

We appreciate that some illnesses are worse and may require, on rare 

occasions to have time off of school and, provided we have supporting 

medical information for these, we may be able to authroise absences  

where appropriate. However, to promote resilience, we expect all children 

to be in school with minor illnesses such as: colds, aches 

and pains, headaches, feeling sick without being sick and 

menstrual aches and pains etc. That way, they don’t miss 

out on their learning and continue to have full access to 

learning materials and teachers’ valuable knowledge.  

If you would go into work, they should go into school. 

 



To promote and reward good 

attendance, the tutor group with the 

best attendance will receive a 

fortnightly trophy. Students can also 

receive a pass to skip the queue in the 

canteen and at the end of term, the 

chance to win an ice cream and hot chocolate! 

 

By choosing to send your child to Felpham Community College, you are 

thereby agreeing to conform with our attendance policies, practices and 

procedures. 

We want your child to leave Felpham Community College with the best 

tools and skills they need to be successful adults. With your support, we 

can help as much as possible so that they feel prepared for the future.  

‘Success in school begins with showing up’ 


