
 Religion Philosophy Ethics - Year 7 overview 
A Study of Belief – How does what we think, shape our reality? 

 

Focus Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Unit title What does it mean to believe? 
understanding how belief 
affects our behaviour 

What are some key ideas in 
religion? 

What are the key beliefs of 

Christianity? 
How do Jews celebrate and 
remember? 

What did people believe in the ancient world? An 
exploration into how the beliefs of the past helped to shape 
our present 

 
 

Lessons 
 
 

 

❑ What is RPE? 
❑ The Scale of Belief: Where 

do I stand? 
❑ Can we trust our senses? 
❑ The Mystery of Symbols: 

What do they mean? Can 

symbols help us 

understand the mysteries 

of life? 
❑ How do religions present 

truths? 
❑ How do our beliefs affect 

behaviour? 

❑ Atheism V Agnosticism 

❑ Creation stories 

❑ Science V Religion 

❑ Iconography - how does 
what we see reinforce 
religious beliefs? 

❑ The Burka - how does 
religion shape our 
wardrobe? 

❑ K is for Kosher - the 
relationship between 
religion and food 

❑ Forgiveness - a blueprint 
for the future? 

❑ What was Jesus like? 
❑ Did Jesus really exist? 
❑ Was Jesus a good teacher? 
❑ Jesus: Guilty or Not Guilty? 
❑ What is the most important 

event of Jesus’ life? 
❑ How do Christians 

celebrate the life of Jesus? 
❑ How do Christians practice 

love? 
❑ What rules do Christians 

follow? 

❑ What are the key terms to 

be familiar with? 
❑ What is a rite of passage in 

Judaism? 
❑ How do Jews remember 

those who have passed? 
❑ What is Shabbat? 
❑ Why is Passover important 

to celebrate? 
❑ What is Purim? 
❑ What is the meaning of 

Hannukah? 

The Egyptians: into the Field of Reeds 

❑ Religion in Ancient Egypt 

❑ The Egyptian Afterlife 

The Greeks: from Chaos to the Underworld 

❑ Religion in Ancient Greece 
❑ The Greek Afterlife 

The Romans: exploring the Pantheon 

❑ Religion and the Romans 
❑ The Roman Afterlife 
The Vikings: a study of Norse Mythology 
❑ Norse religion and the Vikings 
❑ The Norse Afterlife 

Assessment 

 

End of topic assessment Evaluate this statement 
question (february) 

Key terms and teachings recall 
quizzes. 

Key terms and teachings recall 
quizzes. 

End of Year exam (June) 
Independent project 

NB: Homework is set once every two weeks, and students should have the opportunity to practise sustained and extended writing each half-term. 

 
 
 

Links to Y8 
and Y9 
studies 

 

 

An introduction to RPE and the 

key skills used throughout: 

group work, discussion, 

explanation and evaluation. 

Students will consider different 

beliefs, learning how to 

compare and contrast these, 

whilst exploring their own. 

Introduces key concepts, such 

as creation, that are present in 

all religions and ideas that will 

b explored throughout KS3.  

This unit aims to equip students 
with knowledge and skills that 
will act as a foundation for their 
future studies. 

Christianity is studied 

throughout KS3 RPE (as 

required by Locally Agreed 

Syllabus). This unit builds on 

the studies of Christianity from 

KS2, providing a foundation of 

knowledge to underpin the 

study of Christianity 

throughout KS3. It will also 

pick up on ideas and concepts 

from the units studied so far 

and begin to develop them. 

This unit explores two key 

concepts: remembrance and 

celebration in religion.  

Students will explore key 

festivals and rites of passage, 

using some of the ideas from 

other units and skills that they 

have developed in studying 

religion, particularly from the 

Spring 1 unit.  

This unit introduces students to the religions that form the 

foundations to many of the major religions they will go on 

to study.  

It will introduce students to key terms and ideas that they 
will explore throughout Key Stage 3, providing a solid 
background to the study of religion. 

 


