
 Religion Philosophy Ethics - Year 9 overview 
Preparation for GCSE – honing skills and content 

 

Focus Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Unit title Ethics – what are religious 
views on matters of life and 
death? 

Does God exist? Religion outside the Big Six What are religious views on 
relationships? 

The Holocaust – why do we remember? Long term 
effects on the Jewish faith. 

 
 

Lessons 
 
 

 

        
❑ What do we understand by 

Ethics? 
❑ What is the death penalty? 
❑ What are religious views of 

the death penalty? 
❑ What is euthanasia? 

❑ What are religious views of 

euthanasia? 
❑ What is abortion? 

❑ What are religious 

teachings on abortion? 
❑ What are the issues around 

organ donation? 

❑ Why do some people 
believe in God? 

❑ Arguments for the 
existence of God. 

❑ What is God like? 

❑ How is God revealed? 

❑ Does logic prove God 
exists? 

❑ Does morality prove God is 
real? 

❑ Is there life after death? 
❑ Does science disprove 

God? 

❑ What is the question of evil 
and suffering? 

       
❑ What makes a religion, 

belief system or cult? 

❑ Is Scientology a religion? 

❑ Is Paganism a religion? 

❑ Is Rasta a religion? 

❑ Is Mormonism a religion? 

❑ Is Pastafarianism a religion? 

 

❑ What are the issues? 
❑ What do Christians believe 

about contraception? 
❑ What is marriage? 

❑ Christian view of marriage. 

❑ Ceremonies and 

cohabitation. 

❑ What happens in a Hindu 
wedding ceremony? 

❑ Homosexuality 
❑ Divorce 

 

❑ What is the Holocaust? 

❑ What was the experience of the Jews? 

❑ How did the Holocaust affect the Jewish faith? 
❑ How and why should we remember the Holocaust? 

❑ Boy in the striped pyjamas. 

 

Assessment 

 

End of topic assessment Evaluate this statement 
question  

Key terms and teachings recall 
quizzes. 

Key terms and teachings recall 
quizzes. 

End of Year exam  

 
NB: Homework is set once every two weeks, and students should have the opportunity to practise sustained and extended writing each half-term. 

 
 
 

Links to Y7 
and Y8 

studies and 
KS4/5 

 

Students continue to develop 

their skills in analysing complex 

issues and considering 

arguments for and against 

different viewpoints, fostering 

their ability to form reasoned 

opinion. 

This unit builds tolerance for the 

ideas of others and promotes 

empathy and compassion. 

Directly builds on content and 

skills from the belief unit in 

Year 7. 

Further develops critical 

thinking, evaluating reasoning 

skills required in KS4 and KS5 

and taught in Years 7 and 8. 

Students continue to develop 

a broad understanding of the 

world's diverse beliefs, to 

foster respect and tolerance, 

prepare for a multicultural 

society, and to develop critical 

thinking skills needed to 

evaluate different 

perspectives and their own 

beliefs.  

 Studying relationships helps 

students reflect on their own 

values, beliefs, and identity, 

contributing to their personal 

development. 

Students learn how different 

cultures and religions, such as 

Christianity, Hinduism, and 

Humanism, view topics like 

marriage, family, and consent. 

Students study the Holocaust to understand the roots and 

consequences of religious hatred and discrimination, to 

develop critical thinking and ethical awareness, and to 

promote human rights and global citizenship. 

This in turn directly leads onto the GCSE Theme on Human 

Rights and Social Justice. 

Students learn that prejudice, scapegoating, and 

antisemitism can lead to extreme discrimination and 



 

This unit directly feeds into the 

GCSE Themes of Crime and 

Punishment and Religion and 

Life. 

Content lays foundation for 

study of Philosophy unit at A 

level. 

 

Understanding different belief 

systems is essential for living 

in today’s global context. 

This directly feeds into the 

GCSE Theme of Relationships. 

violence which links back to our unit on challenging 

prejudice in today’s world that we studied in Year 8. 

 


