Attendance Matters

Our school day beings at 8:25am and any absences should be reported
to attendance before this time. All medical appointments should only be
reported via email to attendance@felpham.org.uk with a supporting
appointment document.

Contact details (24 hours a day) .
Direct Line: 01243 838028 VA
Text: 07860 050189 ;

\\/ Email: attendance@felpham.org.uk

Why should my child attend school?

Your child has a right to an education and you, as a parent/carer, have a
legal responsibility to ensure that they have access to it.

Your child can only miss school if:
« they are too ill to go to school.
 the school has authorised the absence.

You must get permission from the school if you are planning to take your
child out of school during term time.

Your child may be allowed to miss school for:
 a death in the family or funeral
* doctor, hospital or dental appointments (with a supporting document)

If you do not get permission and you take your child out of school, this will
be recorded as an unauthorised absence. Multiple unauthorised
absences can result in fines and even prosecution.
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How would not attending school impact my child?

With poor attendance your child may struggle, fall behind and feel
isolated. They may not achieve their full potential. At FCC, we are all
aware that the majority of our students want to be in school and
parents/carers are supportive of this, understanding the crucial link
between school attendance and academic achievement.

When a child is absent, they not only miss out on key areas of learning,
but this time away can also impact on them developing their socialising
skills and maintaining friendships. All of this can also lead to them
feeling anxious about attending. A child needs to be in school to best
access their education and any appropriate support required to allow
them to do this.

A child who is absent for one day of school in each week, misses
an equivalent of two years of their school life.
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Note: the data above is from resources shared with schools via the Designated Schools Team




Is my child too sick for school?

We appreciate that, as parents, it can be difficult to decide whether or not
your child is well enough to go to school. To help avoid unnecessary
school absences, we have produced the following as a general guide to
help you and to prevent absences being unauthorised.

Condition NHS advice

Coughs, colds and/or It's fine to send your child to school with a
sore throats minor cough or common cold.

Chickenpox If your child has chickenpox, keep them off

school until all the spots have crusted over.

COVID-19 If your child has mild symptoms, such as a
runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and
feels well enough, they can go to school.

Head lice and nits There's no need to keep your child off school
if they have head lice.

Scarlet fever If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need
treatment with antibiotics from a GP.
Otherwise, they'll be infectious for 2 to 3
weeks. Your child can go back to school 24
hours after starting antibiotics.

Vomiting and diarrhoea | Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should
stay away from school until they have not

been sick or had diarrhoea for at least 48

hours.

Menstrual symptoms Children are expected to attend school
(unless there is evidence of medical
intervention)

Mental health We are aware that a number of students are
experiencing bouts of poor mental health, and
we seek to work closely with families and
children. They are expected in school to best
access this support.



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/

Questions & Answers

What if | contact the form tutor or head of year about absence?
All absences must be reported to attendance as this is the only place they

are recorded (you can copy in the form tutor if you wish). Absences that
are not reported to attendance, or are without a valid reason, are marked
as unauthorised.

Can | report my child as just unwell?

We would require more information to authorise the absence in this
event. We do not expect you to go into full detail, although a one word/
line reason is required - whether it is a headache, sickness or a cold etc.
This is so that we can monitor illness around the school and put appropri-
ate support in place around medical conditions.

My child’s attendance is above 90% which is good isn’t it?

90% attendance in a year means that your child has missed nearly 4
weeks of school and over 120 lessons. This can lead to your child
struggling unnecessarily, and feeling confused about the work and even
feeling isolated in school as a result.

We deserve a holiday, right?

Whilst we agree that everyone deserves a break, and we share your
frustrations that prices of holidays can be higher outside of term time for
all of us, these breaks away need to be taken in the 12 weeks that we
have off every year. Taking extra time off school leads to missing vital
work that could help your child to reach their full potential.

It’'s only a few minutes late, that doesn’t matter, does it?

Arriving late causes disruption for those students who made it to school
and lesson on time. It can break the flow and concentration of learning
and cause confusion. Timekeeping is an important lesson for children.

By working together, and making the connection between attend-
ance and the impact of this on your child achieving, we can make
positive changes and help to secure a better future.




