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Music development plan summary: 
Felpham Community College 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2026-2027 

Date this summary was published July 2026 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2027 

Name of the school music lead Charlie Harrington 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

N/A 

Name of local music hub  West Sussex Music 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Inclusive Music & Movement 

University of Chichester 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

For a full breakdown of all the Schemes of Work on offer at KS3 please use this link: 

https://www.felpham.com/curriculum-2/music/  

Each year group from Y7 – Y9 (KS3) has 3x50 minutes lessons every two weeks which 

equals to around 9 lessons on average per half term and per topic. At KS4 this is 3x100 

minute lessons over a two week period. And at KS5 4x100 minute lessons per two week 

period.  

As of 2023 the music department has followed guidance that has been informed by the 

Model Music Curriculum (2021) this includes a focus on having over an hour of music 

lessons per class at KS3 (we have three 50 minute lessons over a two week timetable), 

whole class learning of instruments through the lens of brass (the cornet), listening 

https://www.felpham.com/curriculum-2/music/
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exercise in all lessons breaking down different styles of music and a development of 

compositional techniques each year.  

Instrumental & Vocal Provision in Lesson: 

As part of our curriculum provision at KS3 we offer a wide range of opportunities for 

students to explore their instrumental and vocal skills. We have specific schemes of work 

that focus on the following in detail as whole class lessons: 

• Piano (Y7 – Elements of Music, Y8 – Baroque Music & Y9 – Musical Theatre) 

• Cornet (Y7 – Learning to the Play the Cornet) 

• Guitar (Y8 – Reggae & Y9 – Rock Music) 

• Ukulele (Y7 – Learning the Ukulele) 

• Vocals (Y7 – Learning to Sing & then encouraged throughout SoW across KS3) 

Other instruments are looked at within other SoW but not as a pure focus on that 

instrument, for example, the bass guitar and drums are used in the Y9 Rock Music as 

part of the rock band assessment but the guitar is the main focus. 

Other instruments include: 

• Bass Guitar 

• Drum (Kit and Pad) 

• Xylophone 

• Glockenspiel 

All of the above instruments are revisited as part of other SoW once they have been 

introduced, for example, the xylophone & glockenspiel are introduced in the Y8 

Ensembles SoW but then reappear in Y9 Minimalism.  

Partnerships: 

As part of our music department, we have strong partnerships with other educational 

organisations in the local community. These include: 

• Inclusive Music & Movement – A Local company who provide a number of our 

peripatetic teachers who teach students instrumental and vocal lessons during 

the school day.  

 

• West Sussex Music Service – Our local music hub provisioner who provide a 

number of our peripatetic teachers as well as CPD for staff and host a number of 

collaborative events across the year for school groups to work towards. We are 

also recognised as a lead school for BTEC provision by West Sussex Music and 

provide support to other schools in the local West Sussex area in this qualification. 

 

• The University of Chichester (Education Department) – We have a strong 

relationship with the local university who work with trainee music teachers and 

our department to explore teaching methods. We have regular PGCE students as 

part of this relationship who bring new ideas and experiences to our department. 
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Qualifications: 

Our music department currently offers the following qualifications at KS4 and KS5: 

KS4 – BTEC Tech Music Award (2022) 

The BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice (2022) is a practical, vocational qualification 

designed to develop students’ skills in performance, composition and music production. 

It combines creative coursework with externally assessed components, encouraging 

learners to explore industry roles and real-world music processes. The course aims to 

build technical musicianship, creative confidence and collaborative skills, while 

introducing students to key aspects of the music industry, preparing them for further 

study or progression into creative pathways. 

KS5 – BTEC Music Performance Extended Certificate (2018) 

The BTEC National Extended Certificate in Music Performance (2018) is a vocational 

qualification focused on developing advanced performance skills and professional 

musicianship. It combines practical and theoretical study, covering solo and ensemble 

performance, rehearsal techniques, and the exploration of musical styles and contexts. 

The course aims to enhance technical proficiency, artistic expression and critical 

listening, while promoting independence and collaboration. It prepares students for 

further study in music or progression into performance-related careers within the creative 

industries. 

Qualifications Moving Forward: 

It is the vision of the current music lead that qualifications at both KS4 and KS5 will 

transition from BTEC to GCSE (Eduqas) the first sitting of the KS4 qualification will be 

for 2028. 

Part B: Extra-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

As a school we offer instrumental/vocal lessons in addition to what we cover within 

timetabled lessons. These are provided by two external organisations; Inclusive Music 

& Movement and West Sussex Music. Students are able to have one-to-one or group 

lessons for 20-30 minutes per week. These do incur a cost but funding is available 
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depending on income/Pupil Premium/Free School Meals. The following instruments are 

taught at Felpham Community College: 

 

• Piano 

• Violin 

• Vocal 

• Drums 

• Guitar (Acoustic/Electric & Bass) 

• Woodwind (Flute, Clarinet & Saxophone) 

• Brass (Trumpet, French Horn and Trombone) 

Alongside our instrumental/vocal lessons we have a number of extra-curricular 

activities that students can participate in, all extra-curricular activities are free to join: 

Felpham Community College Choir – All key stages are invited to join our choir 

which rehearses twice a week. 

Felpham Community College Wind Band – All key stages invited to join which 

rehearses once a week. 

Treblemakers – a club that meets once a week to explore how to use the recording 

studio, set up concerts and run all backstage elements of our concerts and events. 

Band Night – All key stages invited once a week to join students in forming bands and 

groups using the practise rooms.  

Music Club – All key stages invited once a week to learn and play a variety of 

instruments such as ukulele, guitar and Garageband. 

KS4 Revision – Once a week KS4 students invited to come after school to catch up on 

revision and coursework. 

Students are also encouraged to use our facilities, including practise rooms and 

instruments, to practise throughout the week (excluding Mondays after school) until 

4pm should they wish to improve their own musical abilities either by themselves or as 

part of a group. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Across the year students have the opportunity to perform within the school environment. 

Many of our events are free to attend, those that are charged either support the music 

department purchasing new equipment or support our school charities. The 

performances include: 
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Autumn: 

Carol Service – Our annual carol service takes place at St. Mary’s Church in the evening 

of the last week of term. This involves our school choir and wind band with performances 

from smaller groups and/or individuals. 

Christmas Lights Turn On – we join in annually with the community to sing with our 

choir at the village lights turn on 

FCC Christmas Fair – as a school we host our own Christmas fair of which the choir 

feature alongside bands/solo performers. 

Spring: 

The Big Sing – Our choir and solo singers annually take part in a joint community singing 

event with Bognor Regis primary schools at The Regis Secondary School  

West Sussex Singing Events (Sings Live!) – Each year we annually take part in Sings 

Live! Hosted by West Sussex Music and for the 2025/6 academic year we took part in a 

joint production of a choral and orchestral work with other secondary schools and the 

West Sussex Music Youth Orchestra. 

FCC Spring Concert – Our annual Spring Concert where all our extra-curricular 

ensembles perform alongside students who are in bands, are soloists, have lessons or 

are performers in their own time can perform to parents, staff and students. 

Felpham’s Got Talent – Our annual talent show that any student can audition for with 

any talent, hosted by the music department in conjunction with our sixth form charity 

team 

Summer: 

Awards Evenings – Each year group from 7-10 have their own dedicated award evening 

where students can audition or be asked to perform in front of their parents and peers.  

Summer Arts Evening – At the end of the academic year all of the arts departments 

are open for an evening of performances and showing off the work done by students for 

the year. Students are asked to audition for this event and extra-curricular ensembles 

perform for three hours to audiences as they wander the school area.  

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

Qualifications: 

As a department we are exploring transitioning from BTEC Tech Award Music Practise 

to Eduqas Music GCSE. We hope that by doing this we can run a Music A Level course 
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in the near future – a subject that is in decline in the UK and we feel we are well 

positioned to run and support with the facilities available at FCC. 

 

 

Whole Class Music: 

We are exploring the possibility of introducing woodwind instruments (Flute or 

Saxophone) as part of our instrumental learning journey at FCC which would be 

facilitated by two of our music staff members who are woodwind specialists.  

Events: 

Moving forward we are exploring adding an additional peri teacher evening where 

students who are learning an instrument with one of our instrumental tutors can perform 

to an audience. We are exploring this being in Autumn Term 1.  

 


